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22 January  : National Day of Unity and Freedom /5 dead and 300
injured, including many policemen
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OSCE Chair calls for restraint by all sides in Ukraine

Latest News From Ukrainian Protests (22 January)

Economic development, fight against corruption, rule of
law and democracy

By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers

HRWF (16.07.2015) 1 Corruption is a major obstacle to the development of the rule of

law and democracy. Economic and trade activities provide tempting opportunities for

businessmen and politicians to illegally make money and rig e lections with secret funds.

A sector t hat Mi kheil Saakashvili wants to devel
seaports.

Seaports on the Black Sea mainly Ilive on the

steel industries. In 2014, they moved 34 million tons of grain and 35 million tons of ore.

Their activity makes them financially stable but their technology is outdated and there is

a shortage of investments. More than 90% of all crane equipment is in constant need of

repair, according to Konstan  tyn lInitskiy, the chief editor of Ports of Ukraine , a think tank
and publishing company. Besides, the government hardly ever invested in the ports.
Therefore, they still work far from capacity. They could handle 262 million tons per year

but only reached 144 million in 2014. According to Roman Koloianov, sales manager of
Danish Maersk Line Ukraine, there is a need to trim bureaucratic legislation such as
excessive state fees, the most expensive in the Black Sea region, and a financial source

of corruption.

There are currently discussions at the Verkhovna Rada to sell all its 13 state -owned
stevedore companies that are in charge of loading and unloading ships at ports. Since the
loss of five Crimean ports due to the Russian annexation of the peninsula, 93 s tevedoring

companies have gone on moving cargo out of 13 seaports.

Today, Ukraine is second after the US in wheat exports, producing more than 34 million
tons last year, 8.2 million tons more than in 2013. Foreign investors are interested in

developinggr ai n terminals because of Ukrainebés growing

to double harvests to more than 100 million tons grain by 2020.

Governor Mikheil Saakashvili first plans to develop the activities of the port of Odesa and

the whole province by f ighting against corruption and capitalizing on the positive return

of his policy: a potential income of about 0500 million to 01
province. The rule of law would be on the winning side if he manages to put in place
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mechanisms that w ould dramatically impede possibilities of corruption, reduce the space
of black economy and to run dry hidden sources of financing for politicians. We will see if
he will be able to be as successful as he was when he was the president of Georgia.

President Poroshenko, Governor Saakashvili assess
situation in Odesa

By Vladimir Socor

PART I
Eurasia Daily Monitor/ Volume 12, Issue 131 (13 -14.07.2015) - Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko, the United States6 ambassador to Ukrai nge
President Rosen Plevneliev descended on Odesa in separate visits (July 2 T July 8), to
confer with Governor Mikheil Saak ashvili ther e. Georgiabs for mer pr e
this undevel oped province of Ukraine into a showcase

transformation during the Saakashvili presidency. As the new governor points out at
every stop on his get -acquainte d trips, the development potential of this province is

i mpressive but has been stifled by the central gove

misrule.

The challenges here largely resemble those of Georgia from a decade ago, but the

instruments atthere f or mer s6 di sposal are far |l ess effective i

large. Even so, many in Ukraine, from Poroshenko on down, expect a repeat performance

by Saakashili in Odesa to inspire reforms in other parts of Ukraine. The Ukrainian
president, himsel f a native of this province, has entrusted Saakashvili with a strong
political and personal mandate as governor (see EDM, June 2, 4,5, 22, 23).

While in Odesa, Poroshenko chaired a meeting of the governors of all 24 provinces of

Ukraine, with top state security and law enforcement officials also attending. A ltogether,
the three high -level visits occasioned an assessment of the challenges faced by the
gubernatorial administration, its goals and priorities, and the means at its disposal

(Dumskaya.net, Odessablog.com, Ukrinform, Ukraiynska Pravda, July 2 T July 10 ).

Law Enforcement and Anti - Corruption Efforts

Odesa province is Ukraineds epicenter of smuggling,
and t he unofficial fiborder o wi t h t he breakaway Mo |

Customs and law enforcement personnel are often complicit with private smugglers and
traffickers. Smuggling is estimated to cost the state $500 million to $1 billion annually in
lost tax revenue. The gubernatorial administration plans a wholesale replacement of
inefficien t, supernumerary, and often corrupt personnel in the customs service, police
and other law enforcement services.

The first police patrol force reformed on the Georgian model, with proper training and
salaries, is scheduled to enter service in Odesa in Se ptember. First Deputy Interior
Minister Eka Zguladze coordinated the training program in Kyiv. Police General Gia
Lortkipanidze was appointed commander of police in Odesa province last month, and
Police Major Kote Mchedlishvili as head of the internal secu rity department last week. The
gubernatorial administration has begun recruiting new personnel for the customs, tax

and port authorities.
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Rapid de -regulation is planned both as an economic measure and for its anti - corruption

side - effects. By eliminating many unnecessary rules, inspections, and licensing and

permitting requirements, it minimizes bureaucratic corruption and rent extraction. All this

i s reminiscent of Georgia from 2e0corRiptiantegidation,;for but Ukr ai
now,isfarlesse f fective than Georgiabs was during Saakashvi

In their public remarks on the occasion, Poroshenko and Saakashvili described corruption

as a political and strategic vulnerability of Ukraine and other countries vis -a-vis Russia.

Theyviewco r rupti on as one of the forms of Russiabs soft
Russian influence into vulnerable countries.

Shortage of Qualified Personnel

The gubernatorial administration and the province more generally are experiencing acute

shortages of qualified personnel with modern professional training. For example, several

thousand applications were received for 24 vacant posts of heads of district (raion)

administrations, but only 8 applicants were deemed qualified. Meanwhile, Saakashvili is

dismissi ng bureaucrats for Awasting time doing nothingo
drastic cuts of superfluous personnel in his administration.

Saakashviliés mandat e, however, i s confined t o t h
administration; and he must recrui t talent from beyond his province. He had a much

wider latitude in terms of personnel in Georgia. There, Saakashvili could easily replace

the bureaucracyds dead wood with young talent from
seamlessly into the Georgian gove rnment at that time. In Odesa, however, young

Western -trained specialists are a scarce resource. Ambassador Pyatt, during his visit,

(see above) offered to help identify US -funded technical assistance programs and experts

willing to work for the gubernator ial administration.

First Modern Public Services

The gubernatorial administration plans to introduce the first elements of modern public

services in Odesa, ahead of the rest of Ukraine. The first Center for Administrative
ServicesisduetoopeninOde sa before the end of this year. Based
of Justiced model , these facilities wild.l provide a
petitioning and information services online within minutes. As a collateral benefit, these

depersonalized tra nsactions eliminate opportunities for offering or demanding bribes.

The administration also plans to launch an electronic procurement system (anti -
corruption tool as well) this year, and to open a modern customs center with a modern

electronic cargo -clearance system next year. This system precludes direct contact
between traders and customs officials, reducing opportunities for corruption
(Odessablog.com, July 8).

PART Il

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko has enheilusted G
Saakashvili, with jolting Odesa province from backwardness into modernity, and to try

this amidst a war. This unprecedented reform experiment has turned Odesa into a pivotal

province of Ukrai ne. I n Ukraineds <currenth st t uati on
survival . With Odesa designated as a test case for t
success or failure is likely to correspondingly influence the further course of events in

Ukraine and in Eur ope6sPaE@ne tinEBM,Juy13).ar ge ( see

President Poroshenko conferred with governor Saakasth
preceded by the United Statesd ambassador to Ukraine
Reflecting the high stakes involved, Poroshenko brought along the governors of all 24
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provinces of Ukraine to confer with Saakashvili; while Pyatt arrived with the US

embassyébés political, trade, naval and media attache
visits helped to highlight the dramatic d isproportions between modernization goals and

the resources available.

The condition of roads is assessed as ruinous, partially isolating some areas of this

province from each other, and the entire province from the European highway network.

There is no funding in sight for r e me downed goadt hi s si t
construction authority, Ukravtodor, has recently annct
priority in this sec tor is capital repair of the decrepit Odesa -Reni road, whose terminus

can (i f upgraded) connect directly with Romani abs I
provides a convenient link to Bulgaria. Turning this road into a highway seems, however,
a more remote  prospect.

Bulgarian President Rosen Plevneliev, visiting with Poroshenko on July 7, endorsed the

Odesa-Reni project, which holds collateral benefits for the large ethnic -Bulgarian
community in Odesa province (see EDM, April 13) . That communi tyods
Bol grad (southern Bessarabia), is coincidentally Porc

Plevneliev intend to approach Romanian President Klaus Iohannis to join this road repair
project. Romania and Bulgaria ¢ ould apply for some European Union funding, and might
contribute some funding on their own; but Ukraine does not have either option.

Instead, Poroshenko and Saakashvili hope that some funding can be raised for this road

project through more effective col |l ection of customs duties in Odesab
estimates, a successful clamp  -down on corruption in the customs service could increase
revenue from existing duti es by at |l east 50 percen

government of Arseniy Yatse niuk has drafted legislation whereby one half of that
additional customs revenue would be retained locally and channeled toward road
construction. This draft legislation has the character of an experiment, applying at first to

the Odesa and Lviv provinces (Ukrinform, Dumskaya.net, July 6 9).

The Kyiv government and the Odesa gubernatorial administration estimate that they lose

some 0500 million to 017i$.1 billioh)@amualy$n5Cdésa pravihce i o n
alone, as a result of corrupt practices of the tax service, law enforcement agencies and

other state authorities. Suppressing corruption along the Georgian model could, if

successful, turn that loss into an actual source of revenue. Such conjectures underscore

the dea rth of investment capital in this long -mismanaged province with a high
development potential.

With few exceptions, the large -scale industrial plants in the province are loss -making,

hence paying little or no taxes. The Odesa oil refinery, controlled unti | 2014 by former
AYanukovych Familyo member Serhiy Kurchenko, is insol
The Kyiv government intends to hold privatization tenders for state -owned enterprises as

soon as possible. The Odesa Portside Plant is by far the most at tractive state -owned

industrial asset in the province.

A flagship of Ukrai nebds c¢ he-moiientedlandipmfd u anaking OQdesah e expor

Portside Plant produces mainly nitrate fertilizers. |
reservoir and an ove rland ammonia pipeline as additional assets. The plant has long been
procuring i ts natur al gas from a subsi di ary of Dm

Recently, however, the Odesa plant has switched to the German company E.On for gas
supplies. Firtash and h is long -time rival, the Pryvat Group of lhor Kolomoysky and
Hennady Boholyubov, are expected to be among the participants in the privatization

tender for the Odesa Portside Plant (Odessablog.com, June 24; Interfax -Ukraine, July 8).

US Ambassador Pyattpa rt i ci pated (see above) in an internation
on Odesa: Odesa Donor and Investor Conferencef), i n
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fully supports Mikheil Saakashviliés team, we

Meeting with lo cal authorities and civil society representatives, Pyatt conveyed two basic

theses, echoing Saakashvilids. First, that t
and the domestic anti  -corruption front are equally vital to the Ukrainian state; and

second, that Saakashvili 6s team needs t he | oc al

resistance to reforms (Dumskaya.net, July 6 i 8; Odessablog.com, July 14).

Andrii Volodymyrovych Portnov, former adviser of
President Yanukovych, removed from the list of EU
sanctions

HRWF (15.07.2015) - On 6 March 2015, Andrii Volodymyrovych Portnov, former adviser
to t he President of Ukraine, was removed from the list of EU sanctions after Ukrainian
courts had ruled in all the cases referred to by the EU to justify its sanctions that there
was no evidence that

1 he had allegedly been involved in the mass murder of Maidan activists in Kyiv

1 he was allegedly involved somehow in legalization of assets and misappropriation
of land and buildings belonging to V.Yanukovych, in Mizhgirye district

1 he had allegedly abused his official position as the Head of the Department of
Consti tutional Law at the Taras Shevchenko National University in Kyiv and
appropriated its assets in the form of salary, not actually doing any work.

A.V. Portnov challenged all these accusations in courts to defend his honor, his dignity
and his business reput  ation.

TIMELINE OF THE BLACKLISTING

On 3 March 2014, the government of Ukraine announced that it had initiated criminal
proceedings against a number of former Ukrainian officials and close associates.

On 5 March 2014, the Council of the European Union, re ferring to information from
Gener al Prosecutords Oof fice i n Ukraine, i
concerning restrictive measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in
view of the situa'tion in Ukraine.?d

The Decision was targe ti ng 18 persons fisubject to cri
investigate crimes in connection with the embezzlement of Ukrainian State funds and

their illegal transfer outside Ukraine. o
A.V. Portnov was number 5 on the list. He was also put on the lists of Norway and
Switzerland.

The Council agreed to focus on restrictive measures on the freezing of assets. But it did

not check if he actually had any assets. Eventually it turned out that he had no assets or

bank accounts within the EU so the aforementione d restrictive measures were applied in
vain.

TIMELINE OF THE JUDICIAL HARASSMENT

First case: Accusation of involvement in a mass murder
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28 February 2014: A.V. Portnov accused of involvement in the mass murder of

Mai dan activists by the GOffier al Prosecutor d

The Gener al Prosecutords Office of Ukraine published
AThe Gener al Prosecutordéds Office of Ukraine asks the
Interior and the Security Service of Ukraine to immediately detain persons invol ved in

the mass murder of activists in the center of Kyiv since this February 18 till 22. Among
the people being wanted: Former Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration Andrii
Portnov. o

15 August 2014: The Pecherskyi District Court of Kyiv declares A V. Portnov
non -guilty
In its Decision, the said court fArecognized as fal se

freedom, defaming the honor, dignity and business reputation of A.V. Portnov, the
i nformation disseminated by t hce of Gkraine nra28 FeBruasys ec ut or 60 s
2014.0

The <court al so obliged the General Prosecutor ds Of f
website within one month if an appeal was not filed within 10 days.

Failur e of t he Gener al Prosecutor 6s Of fm A®. t o ans
Portnovds | awyer

Between 12 June and 18 July 2014, attorney Nikitin S.P. addressed several requests to
the General Prosecutorés Office about the violation
honor, dignity and business reputation but they rem ained unanswered.

On 22 July 2014, the Plaintiff, A.V. Portnov, filed a lawsuit against the General
Prosecutords Office regarding the acknowl edgment of
discrediting his honor, dignity and business reputation.

On 25 August 2014, the County Administrative Court of Ky i
the Gener al Prosecutordés Office is to be adjudicated
grant responses to the requests of the attorney Ni kit

On 7 October 2014, failing t o agree with the court Resolution as of 25 August 2014, the

defendant ds representative issued the appeal petitio
Court of Appeal resolved that: AThe 4pteeGeheralpet i ti or
Prosecutor ds Qdink i ic es too be dibnkissed. The decree of the County

Administrative Court of the city of Kyiv dated 25 August 2014 is to be left unchanged.

The resolution is final, definitive and is not subjec
23 October 2014: Court of appeal confirms A.V . Portnov is non - guilty
In its Resolution, the Kyiv Appeal Court rejected th

Office against the Decision of Pecherskyi District Court of Kyiv dated 15 August 2014, left
the Decision without changes.

Second case: Accusati on of participation in criminal offences

On 20 May 2014, during a session of the coll egi at e
Office, the first deputy of the General Prosecutor, Mr. M. Ya. Golomsha said in a speech:

AFor mer first deput yaffavi. Pdrthoe is i@volved in the domn8sision of
criminal offences.

He was allegedly involved somehow in legalization of assets and misappropriation of land
and buildings, belonging to V.Yanukovych, in Mizhgiry



The information stated was made public through video record publication in the social

net work Facebook on the publicly available profile o
Office (information addresses in the global network of internet with a hyper reference to

Youtube internet resou rce). Moreover, a relevant video record was made public on

Youtube official page of the Ukrainian General Prosec

9 October 2014: The Pecherskyi District Court of Kyiv ruled the accusation
unreliable

At the court hearing of the Pecherskyi Dis trict Court of Kyiv, where the representative of

the Defendant (Mr. M. Ya. Golomsha) did not appear, the Plaintiff considered that

information negative, untrue and subject to denial. Consequently, the court delivered its

Decision considering the case by de fault in accordance with article 224 of the Ukrainian

Civil Procedure Code. The court recognized the aforer
and violating the individual non -proprietary rights of A. V. Portnov. o
Prosecut or dosden® thé unrebable information with 10 days and to post the

message regarding the court decision delivered in the case on Facebook and Youtube.

Though, the decision by default could be reviewed upon written demand by the

Defendant within 10 days.

6 Nov ember 2014: The Pecherskyi District Court of Kyiv dismissed the
application of the General Prosecutorés Office for
absentia

In its Decree, the Pecherskyi District Court of Kyiv approved the dismissal of the

application of the Ge ner al Prosecutordéds Office for a review o
under the claim of A.V. Portnov to the General Prose
does not claim independent demands on the subject on the party of the defendant,

Mykola Yaroslavovyc h Golomsha, on the recognition of information to be false and

degrading the honour, dignity, business reputation and its denial.

25 December: Appeal of the General Prosecutor s Of fi
confirmed non - guilty

In its Decree, the Court of Appeal of Kyiv denied the appeal by Oleksandr Mykolaiovych
Gudz in the interests of the General Prosecutords Of
the Pecherskyi District Court of Kyiv dated 9 October 2014 unchanged.

Third case: Accusation of abuse of h is position at the University

December 2014 : Legal action by A.V. Portnov against
Office

I n December 2014, A. V. Portnov took |l egal acti on a
Office, the third party Zalisko O.l., asking the court:

AToecognize the information set out in the letter of
Ukraine dated 10 October 2014, addressed to the EU High Representative for Foreign

Affairs and Security Policy, inadequate information which tarnishes honor, dignity and

business reputation of A.V. Portnov, in particular the following phrases:

0Chi ef I nvestigati on Department of the General
hol ds prejudicial investigation on cases of A. V.

6éon the fact of abuse ydaV. Pothdviax theaHeadpbthel t i on b
Department of Constitutional Law in Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv

and appropriation of the assets in the form of salary at this position, not actually

doing any work, and also holding the rank of member of t he High Council of



Justice of Ukraine under the quota of the Congress of Representatives of Higher
Legal Educati onal Establi shments and Scientific |

6organi zation by A.V. Portnov, together with ot he
of Ukraine fr om the fraction Party of the Regions, of the adoption on 16 January
2014 by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, with violation of the established
procedure of voting, laws which significantly narrow constitution rights and

freedoms of citizens contributing to t he suppression of protests on Maidan

Nazal ezhnosti in Kyiv that caused grave consequen
To oblige the General Prosecutords Office to inform
on the decision taken in this case within 10 working days since the decision enters into

force. o

A.V. Portnov justified his action by the fact that in a first letter dated 8 July 2014, signed

by Baganets A.V. (former first Deputy Prosecutor General of Ukraine), General

Prosecutords Office had noti fi edthetine AshteéhUhatthéwgab Repr es er
under prejudicial inquiry on the aforementioned issue.

Besides, in November 2014, A.V. Portnov turned to court with the claim for recognizing

as false the information violating the honor, dignity and business reputation containe din
the letter of the General Prosecution Office Ukraine dated 08.07.2014 submitted to the

European Union High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy.

On 7 November 2014 the Pecherskyi Di strict Court (
unreliabl e i nformati on, whi ch vi ol at es Aprogerty rRlis, t nov 6 s [
contained in the |l etter as of 08.07.2014 sent from

Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Pol i cy . 0

On 20 January 2015, the Kyiv Court of Appeal left the Decision as of 07 November 2014
unaltered.

29 December 2014: Official notification of suspicion

The Gener al Prosecutor 6s Oof fice noti fied Mr A. V. P
committingthefo | | owi ng mi sdeed: Ahol ding the office at the
of Ukraine, he seized the property of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv and

Kyiv Economic University named after Vadym Hetman by abusing the office repeatedly,

i.e. in commi tting a crime, stipulated by Part 3 of Art. 191 of the Criminal Code of

Ukraine. o

I n short, he was accused of ithe seizure of anot her o
repeatedl y. o

13 January 2015: Decision of the Pecherskyi Disctrict Court of Kyiv in favor of
A.V. Portnov

The court decided

fito satisfy the notice of the claim on the protec
reputation of Mr A. V. Portnov to the Gener al Pro
third party Zalisko Oleh Ihorovych;

to oblige the Gener al prosecutor 6s Oof fice of Ukraine t
External Action Service about the decision taken in this case within 10 working
days from the day of its entering into force. 0



CONCLUSIONS AND COMMENTS

A.V. Portnov has been relentlessly prose cuted but all the courts have dismissed the
of ficial accusations that were made public by the
official website and the social media, disregarding the presumption of innocence.

It is obvious that Ukrainian authorities were guided by personal revenge and political
settlement of scores.

This case and increasing malpractices in many areas denounced by Ukrainian NGOs show
that there is still a long way to go for the heirs of Maidan to live up to their commitments
to democ racy and the rule of law in Ukraine.

What is worse is the international impact of the miscarriage of justice of the EU in A.V.

Portnovbés case. He was Dbl acklisted -EY counties arlBU and
subject to their public sanctions. In a sense, t he EU participated in and was also partly

responsible for the international disgrace of A.V. Portnov, although he was removed from

the list of sanctions one year later. In the future the EU might have to reconsider its

sanctions procedures in the light of the presumption of innocence.

ANNEX: Professional activities of A.V. Portnov

Born on 27 October 1973 in Lugansk in a family of workers. He graduated from
intermediate school N r 50 in Lugansk.

From 1991 to 1992 , he served in Armed Forces of the USSR and Ukraine.

In 1993 he began to work as a lawyer in industrial enterprises and law firms in
Luganshina. At the same time he studied at the Extension Department of Law Faculty of
East Ukrainian National University.

From 1997 to 2001 , he worked in the Securi ties and Exchange Commission as a main
specialist, head of the department, head of assistant and advisers staff of the President
of Commission, director.

From 2003 to 2005 , he was a member of the Commission and headed the administrative
office of the Comm ission.

From 2005 to 2006 , he practiced law.

From 2006 to 2010 , he was a member of 5th and 6th Legislatures of the  Parliament of
Ukraine, Deputy Head of the Verkhovna Rada Committee on Justice.

In 2009 , he was elected for 6 years as a member of the High Council of Justice of
Ukraine by the decision of the Third Ukrainian Congress of  Representatives of  Legal
Institutions of Learning and Scientific |nstitutions.

From 2010 , he was Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration of Ukraine i Head of
the Main Department on  Judicial Matters, Advisor of the President of Ukraine.

From 2014 , he was the first Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration of Ukraine
(dismissed as of 26.02.2014). He coordinated the work of the judiciary department, the
department o f reforming police authorities . He represented the  Presidential
Administration of Ukraine in courts, handled opinions on draft laws , etc .



From March 2014 , he practiced law.

From November 2014 , he became the Head of the Law Reforms Institute.
Academic an  d other titles

Ph.D. in Economics (2001).

Honored lawyer of Ukraine (2004).

S.J.D. (2009).

Head of Constitutional Law Department of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kiev
(2010 -2014).

Member of the Presidential Commission on Mercy (2010).
Head o f the Working Group on  Criminal Justice Reforms (2010).

Member of the Specialized Academic Board of National Academy of Prosecution of
Ukraine (2011).

Head of the Working Group on  Prosecution and Advocacy Reforms (2011).

He is the author of two scientif ic monographs and more than 30 scientific works on
problems of legal regulation of constitutional justice, and on theory of constitutional
process.

Head of composite authors of the Criminal Procedural Code of Ukraine, law on judiciary
and status of judges , laws on prosecution and advocacy activity, laws on humanization of
criminal liability for economic crimes, law on anti -raider crimes , etc .

OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities assesses
inter -ethnic relations in Zakarpattia and Lviv, western
Uk raine

OSCE (07.07.2015) 1 OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities Astrid Thors
assessed the situation of national minorities and internally displaced people (IDPs) in

western Ukraine during a visit to Uzhhorod, Mukacheve, Berehove and Lviv from 29 Ju ne
to 3 July.

This was the first time that a High Commissioner visited the multi -ethnic region of

Zakarpattia. Among others, she met regional and local authorites as well as

representatives of the Hungarian, Russian, Romanian, Polish and Rusyn communitie S.

Thors was pleased to encounter generally good inter -ethnic relations in the region, with

minority communities voicing strong support for Ukrai

While she noted that it is not easy to carry out comprehensive reforms during a pr ofound
security and economic crisis, she reminded the authorities that the reforms should
respect European standards regarding the protection and promotion of minority cultures
and languages, and the participation of minorities in public life. Minority com munities



informed the High Commissioner about the expected impact of decentralization, as well
as changes to administrative -territorial boundaries, elections and education policy, on
their communities.

il urge the Ukrainian gov erangthemthe institutiosal figmewérk cant |l y st
for minority policy and to ensure adequate consultation with minority communities in the
course of the reforms, o0 Thors said.

She noted with regret the recent abrupt decision to abolish the position of the
Government Ple nipotentiary on Inter  -ethnic Relations without any alternative mechanism
being created.

Thors also had an opportunity to meet some of the IDPs who have been accommodated

in western Ukraine from the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and from Donbas. She was

informed about how the region is coping with the influx of IDPs and the strain that puts

on resources, as well as on relations between the host communities and the IDPs. In her

meetings with the local authorities, she emphasized, among other issues, the impo rtance
of guaranteeing the freedom of religious worship for the Crimean Tatar IDPs.

In addition, the High Commissioner voiced her concern about the divisive impact of the

recently adopted legislation on de -communization and associated policies, both on

relations between and within communities, as well as between Ukraine and its

nei ghbours. fAEspecially at a time when the country i :
the utmost importance that it pursues inclusive and balanced policies regarding sensitive

identity issues, such as historical memory, 0 Thors sa

Fake RabdtertndMost owds AUKkrai ni an ant.i
Semi t i s mgagapda

KHPG (03.06.2015)  http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1433296362 - The Kremlin

had t wo options when Russi an P claimsi adfe nta  Vilr adnipraigre
of reactionary forces, nationalist and anti-Semi tic forcesodo in Ukraine we,]
debunked by U kr ai neb6s Jewish | eaders, a u t-Pemitismtaadtby ve exper
subsequent developments in Ukraine. I nstead of l ayi ng i-BemitismUKkr ai ni ¢
cardodo to rest, it opted to spin outlsfakesrkeepliem@z en | i es

exposed an d yet it comes back for more.

In his annihilating exposé of the latest propaganda offensive, leading expert on
xenophobia and anti -Semitism in Ukraine Vyacheslav Likhachev suggests that the

Kr e ml i nopagandg@ campaigns come in waves. The last was back in October 2014
when Izvestia published an article with a truly alarming title: AiRi ght Sectorodo has de
war on Jews ilnclai@edeasnang oth er things, that the ultra -nationalist Right

Sector had savagely beaten at least 20 Jewish people and robbed and attacked many

otherss. The story was i mmedi at el yLiféeNewseamd aother prb y-Kr&®mnlissi abd s
channels. And just as promptly, and most embarrassingly, debunked in an official

response from Berl Kapulkin, Press Secretary of the Odessa Jewish Community

(see Russi an ORight Sectord War against Odesa Jews Debu

With spring in the air, the Kremlin could hadee sough
from one ominous new development in Russian -occup ied Crimea, both the methods and
the lies are drearily familiar.

On May 18, a number of media in different languages produced material on anti -
Semitism in Ukraine, with the pretext being a letter purportedly written by Rabbi


http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1433296362
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/20366
http://eajc.org/page18/news51915.html
http://izvestia.ru/news/577676
http://izvestia.ru/news/577676
http://lifenews.ru/news/142188
http://www.chabad.odessa.ua/templates/blog/post_cdo/aid/1658934/postid/49169
http://www.chabad.odessa.ua/templates/blog/post_cdo/aid/1658934/postid/49169
http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1412804893

Menachem Margolin, Head of the European Jewish Association [EJA] to Jean -Claude
Juncker, President of the European Commission.

Likhachev has been told by Margolin with this confirmed in a written statement from the

EJA, that no such letter was ever written This fake, written in very clumsy English,
can be seen here under an article in German claiming that the new Ukrainian authorities

fihave never made any secret of their plans to cleanse the country of non - Ukrainians.
Right Sector fighters are systematically cleansing Ukraine of foreigners, with Jews of

course the first on their blacklist 0.

If the sites abroad which have so far published this crude fake are fairly marginal, the

same cannot be said of its cove rage for Russian -speakers. Likhachev points especially to
a feature on the 23.00 Vesti or news programme on the widely viewed Rossiya 24 TV
channel (most easily viewed here).

The story was announced at the beginning of the news programme
exodus of Jews from Ukraine: Jewish organizations accuse Brussels of hushing up the
problemofneo -Nazi sm in Ukraineo.

The presenter speaks of a MfAsecond exoduso whi

attention, and ¢ ites numbers of Jews who have left Ukraine.

fiThe statistics are frightening, but a people who have on more than one occasion been
placed on the edge of survival and who for that reason are more acutely aware of the
approaching danger haveThger opurnedsse nttoe rf emaern.toi ons

UPAO [the Ukrainian Insurgent Ar my], asserting

blood of Jews on their hands, anti - Semitic slogans which are claimed to be heard more

and more at supposedly peaceful demon strations, and fAsystematic

organizations and schools 0 .

The text then goes on to claim that the letter demanding swift response was sent on April
22, but was only published on the site of CNN now. The following excerpt from this
supposed Rabbi sés |l etter is then read out in Russi

AParticul arl vy, cases of compul sory cl osures
revocation of licenses from newspapers published in Hebrew and Yiddish have been

reported in Kyiv, Odessa, Kharkiv, On ipropetrovsk, Vinnytsia, Zhytomyr and Chernivtsi
provinces with the largest Jewish population. There have also been registered multiple

cases when uniformed people with the insignia of voluntary nationalistic battalions,
participating in combat actions in eastern Ukraine, destroyed Jewish historical and
cultural monuments. Unlawful calls for forced banishing of Jews are often made during

mass demonstrations in big cities across the country.

The outrageous revival of Nazi Germany traditions in a modern state threatens Europe
and European ideals and it is of utmost importance for top European Union officials to
i mmedi ately respond to the threat!o

Likhachev confirms that there has been an increase in the number of Jews leaving for
Israel. He points out, howeve r , t hat Jews are in a hurry in
military zone and territory sei zeHt adilythaReffectsalya
everybody who can is |l eaving, itds just that
wilingtotak e t he m. The numbers | eaving are al so i
situation caused by Russian aggressiono.

What he has not come upon in talking to Ukrainian repatriants in Israel and Israeli
of ficials is any ment-Nagi e mo fedbenrfaaéemigratng. ne o
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http://www.neopresse.com/europa/juden-verlassen-die-ukraine/
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1433296362#/video/https%3A%2F%2Fplayer.vgtrk.com%2Fiframe%2Fvideo%2Fid%2F1216193%2Fstart_zoom%2Ftrue%2FshowZoomBtn%2Ffalse%2Fsid%2Fvesti%2FisPlay%2Ftrue%2F%3Facc_video_id%3D645287
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtOY0K7Y69U

He points out also that in percentage terms there has been a similar rise in the number
of Jews leaving Russia with those figures not explainable by military conflict.

Likhachev <calls the <c¢laims about e®ompubhsdry hobes wmrhe
revocation of licences simply absurd, since anybody familiar with the situation in Ukraine

would know that there are no publications in Hebrew and only one or two Ukrainian

newspapers who occasionally publish a page in Yiddish.

Heisnot aware of even one of these allegedly fAmultipl
soldiers destroying Jewish monuments. There were anti -Semitic slogans at anti -
government demonstrations in Vinnytsa and Ternopil, but they focused i as do a
considerable number of statements from Kremlin 1 backed militants - on the alleged

Jewi sh origins of t heClaoms that therey viere cdlleta fdreiblygesettle
Jews are also false.

Since the presenter then interviews two O6expertsd with a | ot to s
of |lies could be extended, but it may suffice to men
two men. One is Avigdor Eskin, a radical publicist who justified apartheid in South Africa

and who has served time in Israel for right -wing extremism. The other T Yevgeny

Satanovsky 1 is known at the very least for his threats to hang those Ukrainian Jewish

|l eaders |like Josef Zisels who opposed Russiads invasi

The video footage is manipulative and misleading with horror stories about supposed

grounds for Jewish fears accompanied by, for example, images of clashes during
Euromaidan and photographs of a synagogue window broken by football hooligans more

than 10 years ago, with the culprits having been prosecuted at the time. There are
photos of Hassidic Jews presumably intended to back up the words about an exodus, yet

in fact representing some of the many thousand Hassidic Jews who come on pilgrimage

to Uman in Ukraine ea  ch year (to the grave of Rebbe Nachman of Breslau).

There are also images of the Ner Tamid Synagogue in Simferopol which had foul graffiti

daubed over it within 24 hours of Russian soldiers seizing control on Feb 27, 2014. At
the time many Jewish figures suggested that this was a deliberate provocation and
pointed out that there had been no trouble at all before. It is significant that one of
those who expressed such views was Rabbi Misha Kapustin who was soon forced to flee

with his family to Kyiv. He was in danger because of his opposition to Russian
occupation, yet at least one Russian propaganda feature showed pictures of him and his
family with suitcases and cl ai meidUkrame y There arenow | eei ng t
ominous signs that the occupation regime in Crimea may be planning to pin the
Synagogue attack on a young man held incommunicado for over a month and possibly
being used for a show trial targeting the Ukrainian nationalist Azov volunteer battalion

The Kremlinbés propaganda machine has been caught out
claims of Ukrainian anti  -Semitism one of its particular favourites. The lies often seem

grot esquely absurd. This, however, is also the case with respect to the downing by

Kremlin -backed militants of the Malaysian MH17 passenger plane in July 2014, yet Russia

continues coming up with one or other far -fetched 0 vThe @oy srcynical and

clever, and at very | east creates the i mpression that
are all somehow valid.

There is no validity in those O6versions?©d, nor in the
Ukrai ni afenmiatnit s m Iewishdmanizati ons, religious and political figures have

been united in calling on the international community to take their information from

them, not from Moscow. It would be helpful too if Jewish organizations i n other countries

recognized the need to stand firm against cynical attempts to use or arouse anti -
Semitism for political gain and publicly condemned this latest primitive fake.


http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1422974633
http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1395690746
http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1433162736
http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1433162736
http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1416102545
http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1416102545

Plans to abolish right of release on bail in certain cases
condemned

KHPG (2 4.04.2015) http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1429839101 T Human rights
groups have issued an open appeal in connection with legi  slative initiatives proposing to
cancel the option of bail as a restraint measure.

The appeal points out that the 2012 Criminal Procedure Code, which was assessed highly

by international bodies, stipulates that remand in custody is an exceptional preventiv e
measure.  Where the alleged crimes do not involve violence, other measures are
envisaged, including bail.

The authors note that in the context of fighting corruption and separatism, there are

currently both government and parliamentary initiatives on ame ndments to legislation
which would prohibit judges from releasing people suspected of offences under certain

articles of the Criminal Code on bail. Some of these initiatives have already been
withdrawn, but some are still before parliament.

Abolition of b ail in cases where people are not suspected of grave violent crimes is in

direct breach of Article 5 8 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights, as well as

European Court of Human Rights case -law. In the case of llijkov v. Bulgaria from 24 July

2001, for example, the Court found a system entailing mandatory custody to be in

viol ation of t he Conven tThesenndust beAcgonvinang eroof5of the 3 .
existence of specific circumstances that override the principle of respect for personal

liberty.

Mandatory custody al so breaches Article 29 of Ukraingq

that Ano one shal/l be arrested or held in custody ot
court decision and only on the grounds and in accordance with the procedure e stablished
by | aw. 0

The rights organizations also point out that the statistics for 2014 show that the system

of bail is working, with infringements of its conditions recorded in only 0.26% of cases.

The problem that these legislative initiatives are supp osed to resolve does not, therefore,
exist.

Furthermore, application of bail results in the real chance of paying compensation to
victims of crimes. The money paid to the state in the form of bail - 30-40 million UAH
per year - is, where the personis co nvicted, used to pay compensation.

ASuch | egislative initiatives are incompdheywill e with
inevitably damage the countryés image in the worl d,
cases in the European Court of Human Righ ts. The taxpayers will once again have to pay
for the governmentds irresponsible actions. o

They call on the President, the Cabinet of Ministers and all MPs to reject any attempts to
abolish bail to be withdrawn, and stress that integration with the EU envi sages respect
for human rights and adherence to the principle of rule of law.

The appeal is endorsed by Arkady Bushchenko, Executive Secretary of the Ukrainian
Helsinki Human Rights Union [UHHRUJ; Yevhen Zakharov, Director of the Kharkiv Human
Rights Group ; Oleksandr Banchuk, Chief Reanimation Package of Reforms expert on


http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1429839101
http://helsinki.org.ua/index.php?id=1429532645

reform of the law enforcement bodies; and Boris Zakharov, head of the UHHRU Advocacy
Centre.

Leaders highlight plight of IDPS at high level conference
in Kyiv

President Poroshenko, Prime Minister Yatsenyuk and European Commission
President Juncker commit to help at the International Support for Ukraine
Conference.  HRWF Director Willy Fautre was at the conference which took place
earlier today.

By Willy Fautre, Human Rights Without Fronti ers

HRWF (28.04.2015) i 6The il 1l egal annexation of Cri mea and
Ukraine have led to tremendous human casualties, a dire humanitarian crisis and severe

economic and infrastructure | ossesé, Ukr ai yiotan Pr esi

speech at today's International Support for Ukraine Conference in Kyiv.

Magnitude of the human toll and infrastructure destruction

According to Prime Minister Yat senyuk, 6over 6000 p
than 15,000 people wounded as a r esult of the Moscow -backed aggression against
Ukrainedé with a further 1.2 million people having fI

displaced persons.

Currently, Ukraine is spending 4 million EUR a day in order to defend itself against its
aggressors.

The estimated value of financial losses due to illegal confiscation of property of more
than 4000 enterprises by Russia on the Crimean peninsula is approximately 47 billion
EUR. The annexation of Crimea was the key factor for the economic downslide in
Ukr aine: in 2014 Ukrainian GDP rate fell by 6.8%.

Dozens of factories and industries were also deliberately destroyed.

According to preliminary calculations, the war will cost Ukraine more than 3% gross
agricultural output annually.

Over 9579 apartment bui  Idings and 1280 energy facilities were destroyed and damaged
in the Donetsk region, more than 1570 houses were destroyed in the Luhansk region.

According to tentative data, more than 1582 railway infrastructure facilities, 1571 km of
public roads, 33 brid ges and 28 air traffic control facilities were damaged.

According to the joint mission of the EU, the UN and the World Bank, the total sum
necessary for the recovery of the affected areas in Eastern Ukraine that are now
controlled by Ukraine, is about 1,5 billion EUR.

The war waged on the territory of Ukraine destroyed over 20% of Ukraine's economic
potential, including its forecasted revenues and foreign exchange earnings.

IDPs: Kyiv's humanitarian assistance program in figures



Out of 1,195,016 IDPs, 103,000 required medical assistance and 25,000 needed to be
hospitalized. The government covered housing costs of 18 EUR per person and per month
for 323,000 families who applied for assistance.

In terms of employment, 102,000 IDPs require employment and 33,000 applied to the
state employment service. 6000 were offered jobs and 25,000 IDPs are receiving state
financial assistance as they are temporarily unemployed.

1.2 million pensioners fled the occupied territories (Crimea, parts of the regions of
Donet sk and Luhansk) AND 981,000 of them applied to receive their pensions in their
places of temporary residence. The amount of pensions paid to them is about 530 million
EUR and additional funds of 200 million EUR were reserved in the state budget.

Pensioner s who reside in Crimea can get their pension in Kherson. IDPs from Donetsk
and Luhansk can get theirs in any region of their temporary residence in Ukraine.

Concerning energy supply, the Ukrainian government respectively paid 500 million / 355
million EUR for the delivery of natural gas and electricity into territories controlled by the
separatists. The separatists control the local financial institutions, collect the money for
communal utilities (including heating, gas and electricity) but fail to pay the suppliers.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Ukraine desperately needs the assistance of the international community

to help IDPs, regain the full sovereignty over its whole territory and restore peace so that

it can start the necessary reforms to meet EU stan dards, attract investments and redress
its economic problems.

As Jean -Claude Juncker, European Commission President, said "Ukraine is not alone.
Europe stands united behind Ukraine. We want to help the Ukrainian government to put

its reform agenda into pr  actice and trigger real change for the country and its people but
our actions must speak louder than our words."

More evidence against incendiary lies about Odessa 2
May

Important findings about the fire in the Trade Union Building on May 2, 2014
demonst rate yet again the full cynicism of the Russian propaganda machine in
its deliberate attempts to stir up hatred and desire through lies about a
massacre that day.

Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (14.04.2015)
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1428196611 - Most of the misinformation, and

often deliberate lies, about the tragic confrontation between pro -Ukrainian and pro -

federalism activists in Odessa on May 2, 2014 concern the fire in the Trade Union

Building on Kulikovo Pole in which 42 people lost their lives. Claims that this was a
O6massacred by Ukrainian oO6radical sdéd with survivors be:
media at the outset and have been relentlessly pushed ever since. This narrative is

demonstrably false making the Ukrainian authoritieso
transparent investigation particularly frustrating.

If the authorities seem oblivious to the negative impact of such inaction, the May 2 Group
is not. This civic initiative was formed soon after the tragedy with representatives from
both sides of the conflict. It has worked tirelessly on studying the evidence, speaking


http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1428196611

with witnesses and the families of those killed, in order to establish what actu ally
happened.

Group member and biochemist, Vladislav Balinsky has recently published important

information regarding the fire itself. This supplements his earlier findings which seriously

undermined the claim that pro -federalism activists had fled from enraged O6fascist rad
into the Trade Union building. According to that version, the Ora
building alight, and killed those who managed to escape. Some variants, including a

detailed account given to RT [Russia Today] by a supposed witness, claimed that the
6radi cal sd f ol -fedevaksnh activists intp the building, up the stairs, and
strangled some of the victims.

Balinsky was one of the first peopl e to enter the building after the fire and his photos are
a vital source of information about what actually happened.

Prior planning

Balinsky presents evidence indicating that at least some of the pro -federalism activists
had set up barricades inside the Trade Union building just before the attack, with
stockpiles of Molotov cocktails and inflammatory liquid for them. He suggests that they
deliberately gathered people in advance to occupy and defen d the building, with calls not
only from the square outside the building, but also earlier on, for example, social
networks.

Some of the pro -federalism leaders, including Artem Davydchenko, used deception to get

around 380 people into the building. People were phoned and asked to come with
medical aid and other items after the very first clashes in the city centre. Witnesses
have also reported that some of the passengers from the last stop of Tram No 18 were

told that there was a bomb in the tram, and tha t they should hide in the Trade Union
building.

While not an official conclusion of the Group as a whole, some of its members believe

that there were conflicting views among the groups involved in the pro -federalism tent

camp on Kulikovo Pole. Judging by messages on social media, etc., there appears to

have been one group who initiated the attack on a pro -unity march in the centre of

Odessa earlier in the afternoon. It seems likely that seizure and d efence of the Trade

Union building (providing a mirror image of the seizure by some Maidan supporters in

Kyiv of the Trade Union building there) may have bee
plans.

Armed defence

A crowd of pro -Maidan activists did not jus t suddenly appear on Kulikovo Pole, nor on
their way had they made any secret of their intention to forcibly remove the tent camp

which the pro -federalism activists had set up some time back. Despite this, the police
made no effort to cordon the tent camp off or in other ways avoid confrontation.

It is certainly true that the crowd outside the Trade Union building was predominantly

made up of pro -unity, pro -Maidan activists, and that those inside were mainly pro -
federalism activists. Anybody hurling a Mo lotov cocktail at a building, as some of the
pro - unity activists were doubtless doing, is behaving with criminal disregard for the risk

to life this creates.

The propaganda version, however, ignores certain key facts.


http://rt.com/news/157256-odessa-witness-massacre-ukraine/
http://numikosov.livejournal.com/1825.html
http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1415072123

Molotov cocktails were also being hurl ed both from the roof and from the foyer of the
building.  Firearms were also used by pro -federalism activists positioned on the roof and
from five places within the building..

Despite the danger this presented to anybody near the building, there is ample video
footage and photographs showing desperate attempts by pro -unity activists to rescue
those trapped in the building. It is clear from the reporting being streamed  from outsi de

that nobody had any idea of the real number of people inside.
The fire

Balinsky divides the fire into two phases, with the first beginning at 19.44 and lasting 9
minutes.

This phase ended with the emergence of a stack (chimney) effect causing the walls of the
stairwell to combust within the space of a minute, and for the fire to spread very rapidly.

The specific and tragic nature of the fire in the C
014 is linked with the rapid devel opment of its seco

N

The fire almost momentarily engulfed the stairwell up to the third floor, then the fourth,

as well as going through wooden and metal -plastic doors and corridor partitions on the
first floor.
The people gathered at the windows on the inter -storey staircase | anding and near the

central stairwell were suddenly trapped by the fire with temperature rising to around 700

°C. They died either from the fire itself, or when they jumped from the window trying

to escape it.  On the fourth and fifth floors where most of the bodies were found, it is
likely that people had died of smoke inhalation and from poisonous fumes before the fire
reached them.

No other causes of death

The massacre narrative normally suggests that hundreds may have been killed. 42
bodies were fou nd, of which one has never been identified. There is no evidence of any
other victims, and the number of people who disappeared around that time in Odessa

fully corresponds to the normal statistics for people going missing.

While the authorities have even refused to allow the May 2 Group to see the results of
forensic examinations, neither Balitsky nor Volodymyr Carkisyan, a forensic toxicologist,

found any evidence of deaths not explainable by the fire, smoke and toxic fumes. The
latter were in the first instance emitted by many of the items used for the barricade at

the foyer doors. These included various pieces of upholstered furniture which are not

only highly flammable, but also contain foam, polyurethane and other materials which

emit toxic substanc es into the air when burned. There were also Molotov cocktails and

the incendiary liquid for them, a gas power generator and a fridge containing Freon which

would have added to the toxic material emitted when the temperature shot above 600 °

C.

A tragedy not averted

The first call to the fire brigade was at 7.31 reporting the fire outside which soon set the
entrance doors and then the barricades inside alight. It is not clear who caused that
original fire since both sides were hurling Molotov cocktails. There were two hits from
pro -federalism activists on the roof: one flare hits a tent at 2.16 on the video here:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1sBMnpcgxE&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4ZFPE1jV5k , While in the first minute of the tape
here, one of the Molotov cocktails thrown from the roof seems to hit a
tent https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLxSZ17G - JA#t=59

Prompt reaction from the fire brigade could have prevented t he fire from spreading and
enabled people to escape the dangerous areas. The emergency services were called
numerous times, but only arrived at 20.16.

For 40 minutes, it was pro  -unity activists who succeeded in rescuing several dozen
people from the sm  oke -filled offices on the second and third floor of the building (see:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1sBMnpcgxE&feature=youtu.be (from around 2.0
onwards).

Incendiary lies

The use of carefully edited material and disregard for clear documentary and video
evidence that disproves the massacre claims leave no scope for illusion regarding the
motives of those who so loudly voice them.

Most of the pogroms began in similar fashion w ith totally unjustified claims of heinous
crimes committed by one or more Jews.

Those pushing a massacre narrative about the May 2 tragedy are well aware of the
incendiary effect their words can and do have. There are frequent reports of young men
citing Odessa as the reason they felt compelled to come to Donbas and fight on the side

of the Kremlin  -backed militants.

They were cynically conned.
Additional information about Odessa 2 May tragedy

Human Rights Wi thout Ffinding t missionsre Ipartt ohitp://hiwdeutvp -
content/uploads/2014/11/Odessa -2nd -May -2014 - Tragedy.pdf

Continuing obstruction to Odessa 2 May investigation
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1426094295

Propaganda that kills: http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1425258266

Odessa May 2 trial turns into farce as Ru ssi a continues 6massacrebd
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1424029464

Opposition Bloc visit s the EU institutions
HRWF (19.03.2015) - In mid -March, a delegation of the Oppositio n Bloc (*) of the
Ukrainian Parliament met high -ranking officials at the European Parliament, the

Commission and the Council in Brussels to raise a number of concerns about the human
rights, social and political situation in Ukraine from their perspective:

The Peace Plan
The exchange of prisoners


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4ZFPE1jV5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLxSZ1ZG-JA#t=59
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1sBMnpcgxE&feature=youtu.be
http://hrwf.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Odessa-2nd-May-2014-Tragedy.pdf
http://hrwf.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Odessa-2nd-May-2014-Tragedy.pdf
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1426094295
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1425258266
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1424029464

The restoration of the public services, including the banking system, in parts of the
Donetsk and Luhansk regions torn apart by the warring factions

The humanitarian assistance to IDPs inside Ukraine

The merging o f the three agencies dealing with the IDPs issue into one single body

The respect of the rights of the opposition parties

The freedom of the media and journalists

The revision of the lustration law in line with the recommendations of the Venice
Commission

On the occasion of their meetings, they distributed a document detailing their proposal
for the cessation of the hostilities, the establishment of a barrier to the expansion of the

war zone, the protection of the people, the rebuilding of industries and the creation of
jobs.

Eootnote

Composition of the Opposition Bloc:

Party of Development of Ukraine -nt @

"Center" -"¢ qbsd
"Ukraine - Forward!" - "ge d E Y-bEs q d!f Q

“Labour Ukraine" -"dbda Qo3 Ey qedEYDE
"New Politic" - "y 23 Fy eo2dYoaYekF
"State Neutrality" -"eodoe qEddsdqbbgy bqysdEa¥Ysqgs
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Moscow replays Rusin 6Separatistod ca

transcarpathia

KHPG (16.03.2015) http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1426415683 - While the
I nternet buzzes wi t h rumour s about t he Rus s-i
Kremlin media itods been | ar Busihegs ob thes eva efstre firats

anniversary o f Russiabs annexation of Crimea has i
congress demanding autonomy for the Rusin ethnic minority of Transcarpathia in

Western Ukraine. Where not backed with endless supplies of arms and fighters, all
Moscowbs a ttot simyp tseparatism in Ukraine have failed abysmally, and its
Transcarpathian card, first played in April 2014, is no exception.

On Mar c h 14, TASS news a g eThe Rusin ef pToar nseaghathif lare t
demanding recognition of their national identity and autonomy through dialogue 0 . The

an Pre

usual
ncluded

n

report, supposedly from Kyiv, quotes Al eader of the

as sayi n @ cohgneastof Rusin organizations of Transcarpat hia adopted a decision
to seek recognition from the Ukrainian authorities of Carpathian Rus via dialogue with

Kyivo .Get sko states that the O6Coordination Counci

authorities in Kyiv about recognizing the results of r eferendums in Transcarpathia in
1991 in which, according to Getsko and Russian media, around 80% of the inhabitants
effectively voted for giving the region autonomous status.

It should be stressed that even if there was ever such a result, it would not h ave been for
Rusin autonomy, but for the geographical area which is ethnically very mixed. Only 10%
of the Transcarpathia population identified themselves as Rusin at the time of the 2001

census. There are people who see themselves as Rusin in Slovakia, Croatia, Serbia and
the most southern part of Poland.

The TASS report |l ists six organizations that
l eading Rusin organi zati onsin a someWhata bizarcea usp at h i

I 6 wil

purporf
ao.


http://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1828915
http://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1828915

terminol ogy, it s rtaBdtocontan arbuad 4D s thoesaral people. According to

TASS6s background not e, Rusins have been trying to a
as a separate ethnic group for the last 20 years. The news agency dedpiei ms t hat
its Awest Ukr ahicalipasition,gerscarmpahia has voted in all elections held in

independent Ukraine like people in eastern regions of the country 0, and that the re
has | ed moves to sabotage mobilizati on. I't cites ano
t oinnfite im munity against militarism and Russophobia . 0

The report was picked up by many other Russian media. Probably assuming that news

from Ukraine about a supposed event in Ukraine would have more credibility, the Russian

government -controlled RIA Novosti quoted it he Ukrainian publication Po
source. Mo st readers donodt check out the allegedly ori

shame in this case since just the title of t he Podrobnosti report whail d have
Kremlin is claiming that Transcarpathia Rusins are demanding autonomy 0.

If the original Russian TASS report really wa s written in Kyiv, then the author must have

phoned Russia to speak with Getsko who has been on |
since April 2014, and is believed to be living in Russia. The problem, however, is not

simply that Getsko could not have been present at the congress, but that there quite

simply was no such event.

Yevhen Zhupan, head of t he Peopl ebs Counci | of Ru
represents 90% of the obl astbs Rusin popul ati on, to
Mukachevo.net  that the statement about a congress and autonomy was an act of

provocation. He added that of the 6 organizations which TASS listed, most had learned of

the supposed congress and their participation from TASS. Getsko, he said, has not been

in Transcarpathia for the last 3 -5 years, but has since early 2014 been actively involved

in pushing a narrative about alleged rebellions in Ukraine and separatism in

Transcarpathia for the Russian media.

Zhupan pointe d out that the Peoplebs Council met a month a
expressing its support for European integration; democratization and decentralization.

Getsko, who had by then declared himself dAprime mini
R u s was placed on the wanted list at the end of April 2014 after he called on Russian

Presi dent VI adicary outafeatei nkedping operation, establish and recognize

the statehood of  the republic of Carpathian Rus 0.

In December, 2014, Getsko, in his self -procl ai med capacity as o6pri me |
unrecogni z e d spéke eapaupkessicanf@rence in Rostov on the Don i n Russia. He

cl ai med that t her e h a-<tultdrab gegocide efeRusing] ast welhas forced
Ukrainization.

fiwe do not want resolution through force, but if we have to do it, then we will do it in
one day. It is no problem for us to seize power 0 Getsko said.

He asserted that an ombudsperson from the European P
the territory of Carpathian Ruso from Brussels who w
of Rusins by the Ukrainian government. Petro Getsko also called on Rus sia to take part in

this processo.

Russi pafi ¢ this process 6 has become all too familiar over t
countries would do well to consider how such overt attempts to invent and play a
separatist card gel with the Minsk accords. Ontheanni versary of Russi abds

annexation of Crimea, words about seizing power in a day can no longer be viewed as
mere hyperbole.


http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1426415683#ixzz3UPAYTyV1
http://podrobnosti.ua/2021962-rusiny-zakarpatja-potrebovali-avtonomii.html
http://podrobnosti.ua/2021962-rusiny-zakarpatja-potrebovali-avtonomii.html
http://www.mukachevo.net/ua/News/view/106459
http://rus.newsru.ua/ukraine/28apr2014/pidozriyiyt.html
http://www.rg.ru/2014/12/05/reg-ufo/rusin.html

Bomb blast in offices of Odessa Automaidan leader

KHPG (18.02.15) - http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1424228129 - A powerful
explosion  ripped through a basement housing a business belonging to Yevhen
Rezvushkin , head of the Odessa Automaidan , as well as the Automaidan office.

Thankfully nobody was injured, but there is damage to the building.

A Dumskaya newspaper correspondent who was at the scene reports that witnesses
heard two powerful explosions.

Rezvushkin comment ed t hat Aiin the | ight of recent event
behi nd tHeiwas likely referring to his recent arrest and detention before being

released on bail over charges of hooliganism relating to an alleged attack on the head of

the Kr uh TV channel. A fairly large number of his supporters from Automaidan held a

demonstration in protest at his arrest. Judging by the reports, the Automaidan people

see themselves as administering the law against people whom the prosecutor should be

pursu ing, butis not.

There have been a number of terrorist acts over recent months, with Odessa one of the
targets.

ARA few more days and sheol | di eo: Rus
Savchenkobds rel ease

KHPG (10.02.2015)  http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1423518059 - On the 59th

day of Nadi ya Savchenkods indefinite hunger stri ke,

and others have initiated an_appeal on Novaya Gazeta for her release from custody,

warning that otherwise she will soon die.

The signatories draw President VI adi mir Putinds at

Savchenko, a Ukrainian national, has been on indefinite hunger strike since D ec 15 [in

fact, since Dec 13] fiin protest at her abduction fr
Her health and very life are in danger. A few days more and she wild.l di ec
This is despite the fact, they stress, that the grounds for the charges against Sa vchenko

have not been proven. iHer defence | awyers have proo
death of Russian journalists from mortar shelling near Luhansk. Savchenko has a cast -

iron alibi: she had been taken prisoner by separatists far earlier than wh en the shelling

began. This proof has not been refuted by the investigators who have not yet examined
the documents presented by the defence.

On Jan 25, 2015, a second, manifestly absurd, charge was added: Savchenko is now also
accused of i Inlge g alel yoboaordesg i alt hough she was taken t
force and under convoyo.

They call on Putin to intervene in order to reinstate the constitutional guarantees of

human rights in this specific case, and point out that Russian legislation does en visage
alternative restraint measures even where the charges involve serious crimes. There is
no reason why Savchenko could not be held under house arrest, they say.


http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1424228129
http://dumskaya.net/news/vzryv-na-arnautskoj-postradal-ofis-avtomajdana-g-043800/
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1423518059
http://www.novayagazeta.ru/inquiries/16.html

There is, they add, a figreat tradition of mercyo in

doctor Friedrich Haass - t he O6holy doctor of Moscowbd who unstin
energy to improving the conditions of prisoners in Russian prisons, ask Putin to

demonstrate personal mercy to Nadiya Savchenko. Her life depends on it.

By late Tuesday morni  ng the appeal had been signed by 5, 550 Russians. Itis a belated

move given that Savchenko has been in Russian custody since the beginning of July last

year, but cheering, especially since it spells out the lack of any substance to the charges

against S avchenko.

Moscow has thus far ignored the commitment it made under the Minsk Agreements to
release all POWs and other people held illegally, as well as calls from the US State

Department, PACE and the EU to free the former military pilot, now Ukrainian MP and

member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. In fact, the charge of

6illegally <c¢crossing the borderd was announced short
calling for Savchenkods release within 24 hours.

There have been demonstration s throughout the world calling to free Savchenko, and on
Monday, 14 EU foreign ministers and a French diplomat staged a public _appeal for her
release.

On the 60th day since Nadiya Savchenko took any food, she is due in court for a hearing
regarding detention. It is known already that the prosecution is planning to ask for a
further extension. This is despite the fact that Savc henko said last week that she had
not seen the investigator since New Year, and the latter has yet to provide any evidence

to the court substantiating the charges against Savchenko.

Despite the fact that this is a death sentence for a person who has not b een convicted of
any crime.

However empty the appeals to Omercyd may seem, the R
to Vladimir Putin. It is he who answers for Nadiya Savchenkoos

Russian court extends detention of Ukrainian pilot
Savchenko

Reuters(1 0.02.2015) - A Moscow court extended on Tuesday the detention of Nadezhda
Savchenko, a Ukrainian army pilot being held on charges of aiding the killing of two
Russian journalists in east Ukraine last year.

The Basmanny district ruled that Savchenko, 33, sh ould be kept in detention until May
13.

Savchenko has been on hunger strike since Dec. 13 to protest what her lawyers call
absurd and politically  -motivated charges.

Russia's Investigative Committee, which answers to President Vladimir Putin, says
Savchenko provided the coordinates for a mortar attack that killed the two journalists.
(Reporting by Gabriela Baczynska, editing by Elizabeth Piper)



http://ru.tsn.ua/politika/14-ministrov-i-odin-diplomat-evrosoyuza-proveli-akciyu-podderzhki-savchenko-409929.html

Russian activists jailed for demanding Nadiya
Savchenkods rel ease

KHPG (28.01.2015)  http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1422401528 -On the eve of a
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe [PACE] debate on whether to reinstate
the Russian del egationds credential s, VakSawvehemkdo an MP a

is on the 46th day of her hunger strike in Russian detention and a number of people in
Moscow have been jailed for up to 45 days in connection with a peaceful protest
demanding Savchenkods rel ease.

Demonstrations in support of Nadiya Savchenk o0 took place around the world on Monday,
the first day of the PACE session. Only in Moscow were activists arrested and

imprisoned .

On Monday evening, over 20 activists came out onto Lubyanka Squar e in Moscow and
unfurled two banners: one, with the Ukrainian trident image called for Nadiya
Savchenkods r el ed sfarthe reldage ofcSavichenko and political prisoners in

general. The protesters were in the middle of the square where the statu e to Felix
Dzherzhynsky once stood, and there was no way that the fireworks and smoke bombs

that they lit could have hurt any passer -by. The protesters chanted slogans calling for

the release of Savchenko; the Crimean political prisoners Oleg Sentsov, Oleksandr
Kolchenko and many other political prisoners (see the video here).

They were also expressing their support for Mark Galp erin, 75 -year -old Vladimir lonov
and lldar Dadin arrested earlier for peaceful protests. Galperin and lonov could face 5
year sentences as the first two people prosecuted over the draconian new law passed in

the summer of 2014 which impose criminal liabil ity for four or more so -called

infringements at public gatherings within 6 months.)

Just how difficult it is for any peaceful protester in Russian to avoid being arrested and
charged with o6infringementsd was de nboepslicervert eah on Mon
Lubyanka awaiting the protesters and arrests began within minutes of the protesters

unfurling their banners. 11 people were arrested and taken to the police station. All
were held overnight in two police stations and not allowed to see lawyers.

The court hearings began on Tuesday afternoon. Alexander Shelkovenkov was
sentenced to 45 days imprisonment in total. 15 days were for supposedly disobeying the
lawful order of a police officer and 30 days under Article 20.2 of the Code of
Administrative O ffences for repeated infringements of legislation on meetings. Judge
Alesya Orekhova saw fit on both charges to impose the maximum possible sentence.

This same representative of the Russian justice system was the first judge to apply the
punitive norms o f the above -mentioned new law on meetings against Mark Galperin.

Vera Lavreshina, who declared a hunger strike on Monday evening, was jailed for 10

days, and three others received 15 -day sentences. Three woman activists received
fines, since they have ¢ hildren and administrative arrest may not be applied. Other
hearings are pending.

Meanwhile in Strasbourg

The PACE winter session began well with Nadiya Savchenko being accepted as a PACE
delegate . The Assembly thus accepted that the former military pilot who was forcibly

taken to Russia and placed in detention after being captured by Kremlin -backed militants
was entitled to international immunity from prosec ution. PACE President Anne Brasseur
said in her opening speech that she hoped the situation could be resolved swiftly.


http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1422401528
http://grani.ru/Society/Law/m.237267.html
http://grani.ru/Society/Law/m.237267.html
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Throughout Monday, there were reports that the Russian delegation was working hard to

convince members t hat Ru s s i spénsled iniAgrih 2044, fallowing® A CE , su
Russiads annexation of Cr i meThere wvah aso spdculdiien thate | mst at ed.
reported change in Russian position and willingness to s upport the resolution might

indicate that a behind  -the -scenes agreement was being brokered.

Nadi ya Savchenkods | awyer Mar k Feygin met with the
another source suggests that a formal letter to Russia may be sent on Wednesday.

It is very much to be hoped that some resolution is imminent.

Of concern, however, remains the difficulty in believing Russian sincerity since the
resolution o n Ukraine adopted on Tuesday was opposed by all but one Russian MP.

It is also not clear who the words of the resolution refer to: Russia is called on to:

fimmediately release all prisoners of war, including member of the Ukrainian Parliament

and of t he Ukrainian delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly, Nadiya Savchenko and

ot her Ukrainian citizens who remain illegally detaine

Nadiya Savchenko has been on hunger strike since Dec 13 and has consistently refused
to give up until  she is released and able to return to Ukraine. The situation is thus
critical and cannot brook any further delay.

She is not the only Ukrainian whom Russia has detained on falsified charges. As well as
obvious prisoners of war who have been effectively abducted to Russia, there is a very
real danger that Crimean opponents of Russian annexation Oleg Sentsov and civic

activist Oleksandr Kolchenko, held in Russian detention since May 2014, could receive
20-year sentences overanon -exi st ent ORi @rhnt o rSiextiSeey IRassiah secret
trial to convict opponents of Crimean annexation

Yury Yatsenko, a young Lviv law student is also being held on fabricated charges. See:

Russiabés Geopolitical Prisoners

Their imprisonment, the ongoing offensive against the Crimean Tatars and undecla red

war i n eastern Ukraine are in flagrant breach of Rus s
the Council of Europe. Empty assurances are not enough and we can only hope that

behind -the -scenes negotiations have demanded much more.

Nadiya Savchenko will no t end her hunger strike nor let
them break her spirit

KHPG (13.01.2015) http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1421072303 - Nadiya
Savchenko has passed a letter via her lawyers to all those concer ned for her fate in
which she thanks everybody but rejects pleas for her to end her hunger strike. It is the
only way she has to seek justice and she is adamant that she will not eat until the day of

her return to Ukraine T or the last day of her life in Russian prison  (the letter in full is
below).

The former military pilot, now Ukrainian MP and delegate to the Parliamentary Assembly

of the Council of Europe has been on hunger strike since Dec 13, 2014. She was recently
moved into solitary confinement a nd is not being passed letters. She has stated
emphatically that she rejects any attempt to force -feed her which she would consider

torture.


http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/news/2015/01/26/7030090/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/news/2015/01/26/7030090/
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http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1421072303

In further violation of both Russian and international law, Nadiya Savchenko was also
prevented from seeing her | awyers from late December until Monday January 12. It is
they who have managed to pass on the following letter

To all those concerned about my fate

A heartfelt thank you for your support. Believe me, | f eel it despite the fact that the

Russian Investigative Committee has deprived me of the right to correspondence. | have

not received a single | etter for two months and so |
you now, therefore, to all those who have writte n to me or simply remembered me with

a kind word.  That has filled me with strength.

Now about the hunger strike. | know that very many people at all levels in Ukraine and
throughout the world are doing a lot to secure my release and | am very grateful to
them.

| never anticipated such support because both in Ukraine and in the whole world right

now there are plenty of problems besides mineé. I an
feel ashamed that from prison | myself can do almost nothing. | have therefor e decided

to fight in the only way available to me T through hunger strike.

But I dondt want you to worry too much about me . Tha

genetic code and my parents, | have the health of an astronaut and will endure. And the
part yo u are playing in my fate will help me in that. Every person who even once a day
just thinks good things about me will give me faith and strength, while each who thinks
badly will add to my determination and anger!

Yulya Tymoshenko wrote me a letter in whic h she asks me to suspend my hunger strike
and preserve my strength since fit heThesaaremerywiseeds us t
words. Thank you, Yulya Volodymyrovna.

But | want to reassure you that | have never been weak and never will be! They cannot

break my spirit, and |1 édm not going to get Themaim battl e
thing is to hold out in spirit, and my physical strength will recover. .. And if God has need

for something else, then so be it ¢é t hoss, Hutdtsssn of one
no way a lost war! Ukraine will win!o

Well, a person who was born free and not a slave in captivity, cannot live in prison.
Especially if he or she is innocent.

Through my protest i my hunger 7 | wish to achieve common sense from the Ru ssian
authorities and an awakening of conscience from the Russian Investigative Committee.

There is irrefutable evidence of my lack of involvement and innocence of the crimes they

accuse me of.  What else do they need?

| have taken the decision to go on hu nger strike myself and nobody pushed me into it. |

have given my word that AUntil the day | return to UK
in Russia!o and | wild.l not back down, otherwise what
| will get through! Thank you for believing in me!

The 34 -year -old military pilot and volunteer with the Aidar Battalion was captured by

militants fromthe so -cal |l ed &éLuhansk peopleds republicbd aroun;
found, at the beginning of July to be in a Russian SIZO [pre -tri al detention unit].


https://twitter.com/Moscow_advokat

Russiabs I nvestigative Committee and the prosecuti on
i nformation about the whereabouts of two jolgornalists

Kornelyuk and his sound engineer Anton Voloshin died on June 17 after being caught in

shellfire while travelling close to militants of the self -procl ai med Luhansk peo

republic. Despite immediate reactions from Russiab6s Foreign Ministry
contro lled media, there is nothing at all to indicate that the two men were in any way
0targetedd.

The investigators have produced no evidence to back their claims. They also attempted
to have the court hearings held behind closed doors __, and to block vital evidence from the
defence which provides an irrefutable alibi. With extraordinary gall given that
Savchenko had been taken against her will out of Ukraine and that the journalists had
died in the Luhansk oblast, they claimed that the lawyers did not have the right to collect

evidence outside Russia.  This was rejected as an incorrect interpretation of the law by
the Advocat es6 Ch a mdné soolvibusiimtenaldevthat the court agreed to
include the material.

The material includes records of phone conversations which demonstrate that Savchenko
was howhere near where the journalists died.

The Investigative Committee and prosecution have cl aimed to have evidence which
incriminates Savchenko, yet have not once presented it.

This has not prevented court after court agreeing to extend the period of detention, and

rejecting appeals against the entirely unwarranted month -long incarceration in the

notorious Serbsky Institute in Moscow. Savchenko refused to have anything to do with

the supposed psychiatric assessment which was condemned by a number of well -known
psychiatrists, including Semyon Gluzman, a former victim of Soviet punitive psychiatry.

A further indication of the total lawlessness of this case was seen in the deliberate

def er ment of the hearing into Savc hcaledk gsyckiatriap p e al
assessment until after it was concluded.

The <court has also refused to address Savchenkoo6s
handcuffs and with a bag over her head to Russia. This is despite the fact that there is a

video of her interrogation on around June 18 by Luhansk militants making it absurd to

suggest that within around 10 days she was not only inexplicably released, but decided

to make her way to the border into Russia and ask for asylum.

While we hop e, with Nadiya Savchenko, that the Investigative Committee members may
find some vestiges of conscience, justice as well as straight common sense demonstrated
by the investigators, the courts and, of course, those in the Kremlin pulling the strings
and the cynical disregard for the law, do not inspire confidence.

Moscow must not be allowed to hide Nadiya Savchenko away in solitary confinement and
hope that 6t he probl gmwm&remlin may haye largelw silgnced its own
media T itisforusto mak e sure that those who can put pressure on Russia now do so.

Please write to PACE President Anne Brasseur who will be visiting Ukraine on Jan 15 -16

a

a

as wel |l as other PACE members asking that they publ ic

have the situatio n placed on the agenda at the next session beginning on Jan 26 (a draft
letter and addresses can be found here khpg.org
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Death toll in Eastern Ukraine up t 04,707: UN

Huff Post (15.12.2014) http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/12/15/eastern -ukraine -
death -toll_n_6326890.html - Fighting in eastern Ukraine has killed at least at least 4,707

people since the conflict began in mid -April and more than a quarter of the recorded
deaths have come since a much -ignored cease -fire, U.N. rights investigators said
Monday.

A new report from the U.N. team in Ukraine says at least 1,357 of the fatalities have
been recorded since the cease -fire began in early September, but the team noted that
some of those deaths may have occurred before then.

Some 10,322 people have been wounded in the conflict -affected areas of eastern
Ukraine, where more than 5 million people are facing rising hardships, according to the
report. The most vulnerable populations, such as the elderly, children and people in state
institutional care, are being particularly affected by disruptions in social and medical
services.

"The situation of many people, including those held against their will, in areas under the
control of the armed groups may well be life -threatening," said the U.N. high
commissioner for human rights, Zeid Raad al -Hussein. "The government of Ukraine
remains responsible for protecting the human rights of all Ukrainians, including the right
to health, education and social security, in all its territory, including areas it does not

fully control.”

The latest findings from the Geneva office, based on reports from a 34 -member U.N.
monitoring m ission in Ukraine during November and other figures through Dec. 12, says

large -scale offensives have halted since the cease -fire, but skirmishes and indiscriminate
shelling of populated areas continue.

Previous U.N. reports have observed that the standoff between government troops and
pro - Russian rebels in eastern Ukraine is increasingly entrenched as law and order breaks

down in Donetsk, the largest city under separatist control, and in rebel -controlled areas
in the neighboring Luhansk region.

The report also notes lack of progress with several human rights investigations into
alleged violations in Kiev, Kharkiv and Mariupol.

Human Rights Day not for Crimean Tatars under Russian

occupation
Human Rights in Ukraine (04.12.2014)
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1417645125 - Until Russia annexed the Crimea,
it was traditional for Crimean Tatars to hold a big gathering on the central square in
Simferopol and other events to mark Human Rays Day o n Dec 10. Under Russian rule,
the Mejlis or representative body of the Crimean Tatars has been told they cannot hope
to hold these gatherings. The move is sadly not unexpected given that the same
occupation regime has already banned events to mark the se ventieth anniversary of the

Deportation of the Crimean Tatars and other remembrance gatherings.

Nariman Dzelyal, deputy head of the Mejlis explai ned to the QHA news agency that the
Mejlis has for many years held events on Dec 10 with the meeting in Simferopol
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traditionally addressing issues confronting the Crimean Tatars and agreeing a resolution
to the authorities regarding resolution of these pr oblems.

Under Russian occupation, the Mejlis has been given to understand that no such
meetings will be allowed, neither on the central square, nor anywhere else.

Dzhelyal notes that a meeting on the same central square in Simferopol by something

caledthe O6Kyrymd movement in support of the Russi

immediately authorized by the occupation authorities despite notification having been
given only a day before. The meeting was provided with a stage and security as well,
and was u ndoubtedly widely shown on Russian television.

The Mejlis which represents the vast majority of Crimean Tatars is in an entirely different
situation and, as reported here, has been facing efforts to crush it over recent months.

This is clearly due to its opposition to Russiads invasion and
After attempting T in vain - to gain the support of Crimean Tatars for the pseudo -
referendum on 6joining Russiadé in March 2014,
become increasingly repres  sive with respect to the Crimean Tatars. They have also

demonstrated gratuitous cruelty and insensitivity.

This was evidenced first in the banning of veteran Crimean Tatar leader and member of
Ukrainebs parl i ament, Must afa Dzhemi bi egwlatersadm
identical ban was issued against Refat Chubarov, head of the Mejlis.

Four men are now in custody facing highly dubious charges which emerged only six
months later over the May 3 basically peaceful protest against the ban on Mustafa
Dzhemiliev at the Armyansk crossing between mainland Ukraine and the Crimea (more
details here).

In May just two days before the seventieth anniversary of the 1944 Deportation, the
puppet regimedsi dipsterd Sergei Aksyonov issued
remembrance ceremonies.

Many Crimean Tatars refused to be cowered and did take part in remembrance
ceremonies and prayers in Simferopol, Bakhchysarai and other regions of the Crimea.

They were, however, prevented from even trying to gather in the central square as they

have always done by huge numbers of Russian OMON riot police and military. Two
military helicopters circled over throughout the remembrance prayers held in
Bakhchysarai and on the outskirts of Simferopol.

Just over a month later, the Simferopol City Council refused to allow events to mark

Crimean Tatar Flag Day to be held in the centre of the city. A new ban was required
since the occupation regime had lifted the blanke t ban on gatherings in time for lavish
6of ficiald celebrations for O6Russian | anguage

The Simferopol authorities then refused to allow Crimean Tatars to hold their traditional
remembrance gathering to mark European Day of Remembrance for Vic tims of Stalinism
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and Nazism on Aug 23. On t hat occasion they <c¢l aimed concern f

saying that they could face sunstroke because of the hot weather.

After many more months of largely unconcealed repression, the occupation regime has
stopped pretending to have a reason, and simply bans the events.
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Bad start to crucial Odessa May 2 Trials

Human Rights in Ukraine (04.12.2014)

http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1417228631 - The first trials have begun over

the disturbances and fire on May 2 in Odessa in which 48 people died and over 200 were

injured. The number of deaths as well as the active attempts by the Russian propaganda

machine to present the events as a Omassacred have
resulting prosecutions in the limelight.  The first results are not good.

Foreseeable chaos

Hearings into the first criminal trial began on Nov 27 in the Prymorsky District Court with

the first problems of a practical nature. The modestly -sized courtroom was unsuited for
a high -profile case involving 24 defendants (10 of whom are in custody, 9 are on the
run) ; their | egal representatives, vi cti ms and t he

officers; the prosecution and panel of judges.

Sergei Dibrov from the publication Dumskaya.net , writes that everybody had just about
squeezed in when it became clear that the defendants could not be brought in to the area
behind bars for those on trial. The court therefore asked those present, in the first
instance, journalists to leave in order to bring the defendants in.

That wasted 50 minutes, then it transpired that there no microphones in the room
meaning that it was hard to pick up even the peopl eds

The comedy with moving people in order to get defendants in and out was repeated
because the judges went into the consulting chamber to consider an application by one of
the defendants, a Russian national, for the withdrawal of the panel of judges.

Dibrov points out that yet again it was the journalists who were removed, and stresses

that acco rding to the Criminal Procedure Code journalists have the right in first instance,

together with the families of the accused and victims to be present at court hearings.

ATherefore the obvious dissatisfaction among sever al
the presence of journalists arouses, at very least, surprise.

Given the fact that the defendants are charged with organizing mass -scale disturbances,
and the number of deaths, it was obvious that a large number of people would wish to
attend. A larger ha Il clearly needed to be provided.

Later, the hearing scheduled for Dec 3 did not take place with the case being passed to

the Odessa Regional Court of Appeal to have its jurisdiction changed. Dumskaya guotes
judge Anatoly Derus for the information and says that the case will be considered by a

different court. A lawyer representing one of the defendants explained that the court had

turned to the higher insta nce court because it is under pressure from various sides which

could result in a miscarriage of justice.

The defendants

It is probably unfortunate that one side I the pro -federalist [anti -Maidan] activists T is
being tried first, especially with the case against one pro -Ukrainian unity activist not even
completed, and no sign of any prosecutions over events at the Trade Union building on

Kulikovo Pole where the fire took place.

20 pro -federalist activists from Narodnaya Druzhyna; Odesskaya Druzhyna and
Pravoslavnoye Kazachestvo are on trial.


http://dumskaya.net/news/delo-po-2-maya-peredali-v-apellyacionnyj-sud-ode-041509/

Three men are accused of having organized the attack mid -afternoon on a peaceful pro -

Ukrainian unity demonstration in the centre of Odessa. Sergei Dolzhenkov is in custody,

however the other two I Artem Davydenkoand Vi taly Budko [ 6Botsmané] ar
T in Russia, the Crimea or in the area under Kremlin -backed militant control in Donbas.

The investigators believe that those individuals, having received funding from former
members of the authorities, planned mass d isturbances in order to destabilize the
situation in Odessa and the oblast, seize administrative and other buildings, including the
armoury of the Interior Ministry university where a large number of Kalashnikov rifles are

held.
They are accused of having led a group of around 500 pro -federali stMaordadaant i
individuals geared up for fighting who attacked the march by the pro -Ukrainian activists

and football fans.

The case of one pro -Ukrainian activist 1 Sergei Khodiyak 1 has been separated from
those, and the investigation is not yet complete.

There is also a separate case over the events on Kulkovo Pole and fire at the Trade Union
building which claimed the lives of 42 pro -federalism activists.

The SBU [ Security Servi ce] and Pareoadse carryimgrout Gener al 6
i nvestigations with the |l atterés in particular | ooki
in the tragedy.

Sergei Khodiyak

The investigators accuse Khodiyak of shooting at pro -federalist opponents on
Grecheskaya Square [Greek Squ  are] using a hunting rifle and of injuring at least six
people 1 police officers, pro -federalists and journalists. One person later died of his
injuries.

The pro -Ukrainian unity activist was placed under house arrest on May 20.

Dumskaya.net, however, reported seeing him on Nov 18 watching a court hearing and
tackled the police over this. The police responded by saying that house arrest cannot be

extended beyo nd 6 months, hence all restrictions against Khodiyak have been lifted.

This may be the case but it cannot fail to raise eyebrows given that 10 of the defendants
are in custody and the charges against Khodiyak are serious.

Countering the O6masseacred6 narratiyv

The c¢l aims that O6radical nationalistsd deliberately
building and set it alight have been made since the day of the events, especially by

Kremlin -loyal media, and show no sign of abating. The events thatled up to t he tragedy

on Kulikovo Pole are either ignored, or blamed on the pro - Ukrainian activists and football

fans.

The facts are against them.

Video footage and independent reports, including from the UN Human Rights Monitoring
Mission, confirm that it was the p ro-federalist activists who attacked a peaceful march.
Most of those shot dead were pro - Ukrainian activists.


http://dumskaya.net/news/podozrevaemyj-v-strelbe-po-lyudyam-2-maya-aktivi-041016/

There is strong evidence that the claims that activists fled for their lives into the Trade

Union building are largely inaccurate. Many of the ac tivists were already in the Trade
Union building where barricades had been erected well in advance. There were also
activists shooting at pro - Ukrainian activists from the roof and from one of the floors.

Those outside had no idea that there were so many p eople (up to 400) in the building.

A number of those below began frantically trying to rescue people as soon as it became
clear that the building was on fire and the main exit blocked.

There is no evidence for the most outrageous claims (including that pe ople who escaped
were then beaten to death). There were a few highly inadequate reactions from
individuals but they were not the norm, and were confined to rough treatment of people

who had escaped themselves.

The Russian propaganda machine has a vested interest in pushing the O0mas:
it will keep running up against the facts. The victims of the fire died because the fire

brigade which is just around the corner took 40 minutes to arrive. There are also

multiple questions over the behaviour o f some police officers.

See: Manufacturing international outrage over an Odessa Massacre that never was

A more comprehensive account, with evidence from video footage, etc. can be found in
the follo wing texts:

Odessa "Massacre" Propaganda vs. the Facts

Dangerous silence over police role in Odessa May 2 events

Crimea: Human rights in d ecline
Serious abuses in Russian -cccupied r  egion of Ukraine
HRW (17.11.2014) http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/11/17/crimea -human -rights -decline

Russian and local authorities have severely curtailed human rights protections in Crimea

since Russia began its o ccupation of the peninsula in February 2014. The report, based

on recent, on -the-ground research in Crimea, describes the human rights consequences

of the extension of Russian law and policy to Crimea since the occupation. Russia has

violated multiple obli gations it has as an occupying power under international

humanitarianlaw 7V i n particul ar in relation to the protecti
Rights Watch found.

The 37-page r e Rghtdin Reffeat: Abus es in Crimea , 6 and accompanying Vv
document the intimidation and harassment of Cri mea
actions in Crimea, in particular Crimean Tatars, as well as activists and journalists. The

authorities have failed to rein in abuses by paramilitary groups implicated in serious

human rights abuses, including enforced disappearances of pro -Ukrainian activists and

others perceived as critical of Russia. The authorities have compelled Crimea residents

who were Ukrainian citizens either to be come Russian citizens or, if they reject Russian

citizenship, to be deemed foreigners in Crimea, removing any guarantee against any

future potential expulsion.

AfAs the worl dés attention has be dkraine prightstaleusehiost i | i ti e
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Cri mea have s u rYdlia @Gorllunova a,i Edrope and Central Asia researcher at

Human Rights Wat c h. AiUnder vari ous g pxtrerismxthes , such
authorities have been persecuting people who dared t
actions on the peninsula. o

The report is based on 42 interviews with members of the Crimean Tatar community,
activists, journalists, lawyers, and oth ers, which took place in Crimea, Kiev, Lviv, and
Moscow. On November 6, Human Rights Watch sent letters summarizing key findings and
concerns to the de facto authorities in Crimea.

Other countries and international organizations should not let the human r ights decline in

Crimea fall off their agenda, Human Rights Watch said. They should press members of

the United Nations Security Council to adopt a resolution urging the full implementation

of recommendations regarding the situation in Crimea contained in reports on Ukraine by

the UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine. They should also press for

immediate and unfettered access to Crimea for relevant human rights mechanisms of the

UN, the Organization for Security and Co -operation in Europe (OSCE), a  nd the Council of

Europe, as wel |l as access for the OSCEOGsS Speci al N
permanent presence in Crimea to operate and report freely.

Russia and the de facto authorities in Crimea should allow access for human rights
monitors fro m these bodies to monitor human rights in the territory.

Russia, together with the authorities in Cri mea, has
overly broadanti -extremi sm | egi sl ati on textirsesmies tmuwa ri il reg sfita nt
Mejlis, the Crimea n Tatar representative body, Human Rights Watch said. Such warnings

can be the precursor to shutting down Mejlis as well as to potential criminal prosecution

against its individual members. The authorities have searched dozens of private homes of

Crimean T atars and conducted invasive, and in some cases unwarranted, searches of

mosques and I slamic schools to | ook for fdrugs, weapog
In accordance with Russiabds position of applying its
a January 2015 deadline by which media outlets in Crimea must re -register under

Russian law. Local authorities have harassed pro -Ukraine and Crimean Tatar media

outlets, searched their offices, shut some down, and threatened others with closure.

Russi ads | Fe&ckemua ity Servi ce and t he Cri mea prosecut

warnings to | eading Crimean Tatar media outlets not t
threatened editors that the outlets will not be allowed to re -register unless they change
t hei r -Rivasnstiiano editorial | ine.

Crimean residents who wish to remain Ukrainian citizens are now treated as foreigners in

their own home territory, Human Rights Watch said. They had only one month to decide

whether to take Russian citizenship or face adverse con sequences. Those who wanted to
retain their Ukrainian citizenship faced substantial barriers to completing the process,

and the process of obtaining permanent residence status was not automatic.

As Ukrainian nationals, they will be barred from holding gov ernment and municipal jobs
and treated as foreign migrants in their own country. Men of conscription age who
acquired Russian citizenship, whether through choice or default, will be subject to
Russian mandatory military service requirements.

i Ru s s i at really offaring people a choice of citizenship but forcing civilians under its

control to choose between taking Russian citizenship
Gorbunova said. AThis is a serious Vviol at ioohoiceo f i nt et
at all . o

Under the 1949 Geneva Conventions, territory i s cons


http://www.hrw.org/bios/yulia-gorbunova

under the control or authority of foreign armed forces, whether partially or entirely,

without the consent of the domestic government. This is a factual determination, and the

reasons or motives that lead to the occupation or are the basis for continued occupation

ar e irrelevant. Russi abds presence and effective col
Ukrainian opposition and objection, constitutes a belligeren t occupation, and the UN

recognizes Crimea as part of Ukraine.

In keeping with its longstanding policy on laws of armed conflict, Human Rights Watch

remains neutral on the military occupation of another country and therefore does not

take apositononRu s si abs occupation of Crimea. However, Hu ma
ensure that international laws governing the conduct of war and occupation are

respected.

Under applicable international humanitarian law, an occupying power is forbidden from

seeking to ma ke a permanent change to the demographics of the occupied territory and

from compelling the inhabitants of an occupied territory to swear allegiance to the

occupying power or to serve in its armed or auxiliary forces, as well as from engaging in

any i purrees sor propaganda whi ch ai ms at securing vV O |
occupying power has to maintain the laws in force in the territory at the time of

occupation and cannot modify, suspend, or replace them with its own legislation unless it

is absolutely pr evented from doing so.

Russia is an occupying power as it exercises effective control in Crimea without the
consent of the government of Ukraine, and there has been no legally recognized transfer
of sovereignty to Russia.

AThere has been ai bnabhdounhteynatbout Crimea, 0 Gorbun
hasnét been enough to stop abuses. More needs to be ¢
a very close eye on what is happening in Crimea.o

Ukraine In - Depth: On volunteer battalions

EU Observer (10.10.2014 ) http://blogs.euobserver.com/zarembo/2014/10/10/ukraine -

in-depth -on-volunteer -battalions/ - | woul d i ke to address t he i ss
volunteer b attalions (VBs) which are fighting in the unproclaimed war between Russia

and Ukraine. We at IWP have been frequently approached by Western analysts and

journalists with a request to clarify their legal premises, goal and mission. Unfortunately,

so far the Western media have been dominated by the Russian propaganda rather than

facts regarding the VBs.

There are roughly 50 000 fighters taking part in the Antiterrorist operation (ATO) in the

East. Out of them, 7000 are constituted by the VBs. While the purpo se and legal base of
the VBs may seem obscure to a foreign observer, inside Ukraine their formation was
generally welcomed. Indeed, when the partial conscription was announced, many

potential conscripts tried to avoid it. In contrast, the volunteer fighter s did not need a
special command to stand up and protect their motherland from the Russian aggression.

During the years of independence the Ukrainian Army was methodically destructed by

the authorities. Few of them took any potential military threats seri ously, hence the
military budget decreased from year to year. I'n the
amounted to 1,1 -1,2 % of GDP, which only covered 20 -40% of the necessary minimum.

The Army accounted for less than a half of these money. And even thes e resources were

the object of corruption. Needl ess to say, the troo
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attracted either those few who felt military to be their vocation or, usually, those poor
who could not afford to pay a bribe in order to avoid the conscr iption.

In these circumstances people who volunteered to fight only evoked admiration and
gratitude of Ukrainebs citizens. Il ndeed, the first |
frontline while the state was mobilizing what was left of the existing Army.

Who gives orders?

The legal premises of the VBs are indeed murky. However, the volunteer combatants are

not outlaws. With several exceptions, they follow the command of the National Guard,

the Ministry of Defence or the Ministry of Interior. Some of the m 1 those under the
Ministry of Defence T were mobilized through conscription, however, volunteers could

also join. Others were formed based on the decision of Minister of Interior Arsen Avakov.

Even those several VBs which are indeed under no jurisdiction of an official Ukrainian
state body coordinate their actions with state military units in the war zone.

The truth is that there is no law on the VBs which would provide them with a legal status

and clarify their mission once the war is over. Also, they r eceive no money from the state
and subsist on private donations which naturally reduces their accountability to the state

bodies.

Mission

Importantly, the VBs were essentially formed for a kind of a police mission in Donbas.
When the conflict escalated a  nd Russia openly invaded Ukraine, they ended up taking
part in heavy warfare.

Image and ideology

Regardl ess of whether the VBs will take their place
war is over, they have created a totally new positive image of Ukraine 0s military ani
boosted the sense of national pride and patriotism. While before 2014 speaking of

Ukrainebs ar my provoked shame and sorrow, Ukraini an
empathy.

Supporting Ukraineds mil it ar yuniting faccaméM any &kramianse nat i or

are engaged in volunteer fundraising activities, since in many cases state budget is

incapable of providing the troops with basic necessities, let alone modern weapons. It is

also extremely important that many volunteer combatants hail from the East of Ukraine,

which refutes the allegation that -Hiildingadfforte ényy patri ot
come from its Western parts.

The fact that some (in fact, few) VBs include the members or are even led by people with

ultranationalist views, is u nfortunate T but only because this situation is a convenient

target of Russian propaganda. The VBs have no ideology as such. The views of some VB

members can be no means be amounted to the common ideology behind a battalion. The

AAzovo battal i dormedlypeopreanihcweng members of Avtomaidan*. Some

observers claim that Andriy Biletskyi headed the battalion because of his ties to Arsen

Avakov, others attribute it to his groupds effective
political viewssee m t o have no connection with AAzovo militar:
alongside other VB commanders and fighters, made it to the list of the parliamentary

candidates, only illustrates the popularity of the fighters with general public. Ironically,

the p arties hope to get extra votes for the courage of their candidates, not their political

views.



Naturally, the situation with the VBs is not black and white. As an ad hoc grassroot
movement with no clear selection procedure, it attracts different people i professionals
and beginners, liberal and conservative, educated or not. The majority of them learn by

doing. Undoubtedly, their actions must be governed and judged by the rule of law.

That said, their apprearance shows that the Ukrainian nation is more ma ture than
anyone, the nation included, had thought it to be.

*Mobile anti -government movement which appeared during the Euromaidan events in
Kyiv.

Oct. 26 parliamentary election puts Ukraine's democracy
to another test

Kyiv Post (02.10.2014) - After su ccessfully holding a presidential election on May 25

even as Russia occupied Crimea and was instigating war in the east, Ukraine will on Oct.

26 hold a snap parliamentary election. The vote will exclude millions of voters in war -torn
Donbas and, of course,  Crimea.

Mykhailo Okhendovsky, the Central Election Commission head, said on Sept.30 that
elections may not be held in 10 out of 21 single -mandate districts in Donetsk Oblast and
7 out of 11 districts in Luhansk Oblast. Donetsk and Luhansk regions, before the war,

were home to nearly 15 percent of Ukraineds popul ati o

The off -limits districts are controlled by Kremlin -backed separatists or have become a
battlefield between Ukrainian troops and the Russian proxies.

Combined with the 12 single -mandate districts in Crimea now under Russian control, the
new parliament may be missing 29 representatives in the 450 -seat body, meaning voters
in areas with more than 5 million people will be disenfranchised, if the population of

Crime ais included.

Hal f of Ukrainebs parliament is elected f{frmawdate party |
districts.

The Organization for Security and Co -operation i n Europeds Oof fice f
Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR) has already dep loyed 80 long -term

observers to all regions of Ukraine, excluding Crimea, and plans to request 600 more to
monitor the Election Day voting.

No one, however, has been sent to Donetsk or Luhansk oblasts yet, according to Tana de
Zulueta, head of mission to U kraine.

Ailtds an election in which a number of single
stand empty. That is regrettable from the point of view of the voters and future
parliament, 0 de Zulueta told the Kyiv Post. wilWe

be able to carry out in (Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts). We are standing ready to do what
the security situation permits. o0

But security is not the only concern of the mission. The mixed system of proportional and

single -mandate constituencies T also in place during the 1998, 2002 and 2012
parliamentary elections T is not entirely in line with OSCE recommendations, de Zulueta
said.

mand e

donot



The missiondés 2012 report on parliamentary el ection
el ectoral system a fil anomieatedhandrihdependentf cangdidates, some

of whom were linked to wealthy businesspeople, competed at the district level, while at

the national level, some parties represented in parliament did not nominate candidate

lists, due to the increased threshold ( from 3 to 5 percent). o

Ukrainebs parliament has since failed to vote for ch
unfavorable for the current government, just as it was for the previous one, Vitaliy Bala,

director of Situations Modeling Agency said. Deputies elected in single -mandate

constituencies will be used to create the majority in parliament according to Bala.

Using a mixed electoral system where there is no possibility to conduct elections leaves

the government open to accusations of holding non -democrati ¢ el ecti ons, Bal a s
say that two million people didndét take part in el ec
with open party Ilists, this could be avoided, 0 Bal a s
The residents of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts theoretically will be able to vo te in any

ot her region of Ukraine, b u tmandatecandidatestbat way.ot e f or si ngd

Andriy Mahera, deputy head of Central Election Commission, expects at least 400

deputies to be elected. AParl i ament i s | etgd hi mat e wl
1994, we had 388 deputies elected, which is even | ess
Targeting the Crimean Tatar Mejlis as pro - Russian

euphoria fades in Crimea

Human Rights in Ukraine (19.09.2014)

http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1411135890 - Russiabs foreign mi ni st e
Lavrov recently asserted that the Crimean Tatar peopl
have dreamt of wi tLavionwa$ lmusaallynclese to the truth since in their

worst nightmares Crimean Tatars could not have imagined the violations of their rights
seen since Russia annexed their homeland.

Lavrov noted t h at fi s o0 me Bejlip dr représentative assembly were unhappy with

what he calls the o6reunificati Amwéeklatdritisbleartt@r i mea t o
rather than Aremoving the issues causing constant te
the rest of t hte ggapatioh eegimedasmin fact trying to crush the current

Mejlis and eliminate other voices of dissent to Russian occupation.

More than six months after annexation, it is increasingly difficult for the occupation

regi me to bl ame a s uapdp ofsoerd tohkey i G/r-egonematdvees. Just@s im

Soviet ti mes, new enemies are required to explain wh

stubbornly refusing to materialize. Some of the tactics used, especially the abuse of
anti - extremism law, are also clearly designed to create a 6themd a
the predominantly Muslim Crimean Tatars the main, although not only, target

It started with a Ukrainian flag

Overt pressure on Crimean Tatars and the Mejlis began on April 22 with the 5 -year
effe ctive exile from his homeland imposed on veteran Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa


http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1411135890
http://itar-tass.com/opinions/top-officials/1432200?page=2

Dzhemiliev.  This came two days after the 71 -year -old former Soviet political prisoner

and Ukrainian MP, on his first return to Simferopol since annexation, insisted that the

Ukrainian flag be reinstated over the Mejlis building. Despite vandal attacks, violence

and threats of prosecution for supposed ethnict r e mi s mé
enmity, it flew there together with the Crimean Tatar flag throughout all these months

Russiads attempts to | egitimize aggression via pseu
futile. Its use of fascistand neo -Na z i politicians as odtheMatce6n obser v
6r ef er endu mdly tHoseded sottly @ Russian propaganda. Neither that so -called

0referendumd nor the O6éelectionsd on Sept 14 have be
community.

Thelowturn -out <cannot only have been because of the Mejl
the crackdown has come immediately after the elections it may also be because the
occupation regime no longer sees any reason to watch its step.

Mustafa Dzhemiliev is convinced that the repression will continue since the authorities
aresetoncreatinga Ot amed Mejlis, and cannot succeed.

Two Mejlis leaders 1 Dzhemiliev and the current head, Refat Chubarov have been banned

for 5 years, as has an adviser to the Mejlis, Ismet Yuksel. A number of Mejlis members
have been harassed and detained either leavin g or returning from mainland Ukraine on
Mejlis business.

Just hours after the voting ended in the Sept 14 elections, three armed men carried out a
well -coordinated attack on the Mejlis building in whi ch they simply pulled down the
Ukrainian flag.  The Mejlis put it back up again the following morning. On Sept 15 the
FSB and armed men in military uniform blocked the Mejlis and carried out an 11 -hour
search of the entire building. The next day, bailif fs arrived and gave the Crimea Fund 24
hours to vacate the entire building

The declared grounds for the search had nothing to do with the so -called writ and it was

effectively impossible to fight suc h overt lawlessness. The Mejlis began moving out on

Thursday, yet the bailiffs still fined the owner of the building i Riza Shevkiyev and the

Crimea Fund 50 thousand roubles for not fully vacating the building within the original 24

hours. All the Mejlis 6 property, d o chave deen moved and the building

sealed. |n a rel ated move the prosecutorbés offide i s se
Mustafa Dzhemiliev removed from the list of founders of the Crimea Fund through

Si mferopol 6s district court. This might mean that t
rather try to seize control over it.

Old methods

Russia has assiduously foisted certa in stereotypes in its attempt to justify aggression.

Against Ukraine as a whole, it has tried to present EuroMaidan and then the Kyiv

government as Adafnst sttei Grilngan Tatars they are bandying around
accusations of Rhuesxstiraense xssamdée.mi smd | egi sl ation is, of
weapon since it can cover just about any opposition to those in power.

I f the first warning about od6éextremismd issued to the
of such wunkind terms ascdpahewpabdiondhhearmpdodecutor S @
demonstration of 6extremi smbé in its reporting the N
elections.

There is certainly no sign of a let -up in the series of searches, usually by armed men in

masks, carried out recently of private homes, mosques and schools. Quite the contrary
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since the Crimean ministry of education has just issued an order that all schools be
searched for O6éextremi st edbaoks.r dttwoulded® goadnfdheypoulmh i bi t
leave their machine guns at home, but optimism is not high.

The armed searches are extremely worrying and it unfortunately seems likely that the
occupation regime may be planning arrests or even a show trial as the y have attempted
with Crimean film director Oleg Sentsov and three other opponents of Russian
occupation.

There may also be another cynical motive for the escalation. Hate speech, especially

directed against Crimean Tatars , was long common in the Crimea and fuelled by various

pro-Russian political forces for their own ends. In previous years there was an

underlying venal motive linked with corruption over land and unwilling ness to resolve the

problems which Crimean Tatars faced on returning after years in forced exile. One

especially notorious article by Natalya Astakhova w
Windo [a play on the title in Russi dgheWiodanMausegdar et Mi t
standard techniques to elicit negative feelings about the Crimean Tatars

Lavrov claimed in the above -menti oned interview that Rus#neaads anne
had been necessary. iQur country prevented bl oodshed
and the war which | ater erupted in the South Easto.

The Russian foreign minister is considerably further from the truth here, but most
importantly these excuses will d o little to explain away the difficulties Crimean residents
are now experiencing and which will not get better.

In these conditions, a scapegoat is often sought and the Crimean Tatars as a people were

often targeted before by politicians and media from the pro-Russian camp. They are

likely to now be viewed as a convenient aim because of their strong opposition to Russian

rue. Al t hough, of course, with O6extremistd increasingl
Russian occupation, the rsaeamgsttowWidesuch O6enemi esb

No equality of languages in the Crimea

Human Rights in Ukraine (18.09.2014)

http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1410652970 - Despite the assurances given by
Russia when it annexed the Crimea and the fact that there are three state languages T
Ukrainian, Russian and Crimean Tatar, the time assigned to each in Crimean schools is

totally disproportionate, the Crimean News Agency [QHA] reports . While school students
have a Russian language lesson once a day, Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar in the absolute

majority of Crimean schools are marginalized I often as an opti onal course or not at all.

In exceptional cases Crimean Tatar or Ukrainian are part of the curriculum, but with one
or two hours maximum a week. Russian legislation stipulates that where Russian is the
| anguage of tuition, a chilbeélscatedB8hdure aweekanguage shoul c

According to Lemara Selendili, associate professor of the department of Crimean Tatar

Language and Literature at the Tavrida National University and former deputy Crimean

minister of education, heads of schools are making use of the fact that parents are not

familiar with the Russian law on education. They simply opt for the first version of the
curriculum with Russian twuition and without the stud
Tatar) language.
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Since all schools in the Cri  mea have children whose native language is Ukrainian or
Crimean Tatar, the schools are obliged to follow the second version of the curriculum.

This involves 3 Ukrainian or Crimean Tatar lessons a week in the elementary grades, and
then study of both the | anguage and literature as regional component from the fifth to
the ninth grades.

Selendili strongly advises parents to make applications for their children to be taught
according to this version of the curriculum.

However QHA notes that such applications o ften have no impact, with Crimean Tatar and

Ukrainian | anguages being offered Taiswasthexcaseda ur ri cul a
example, in School No. 2 in Pervomaiskoye. The parents of 9 Crimean Tatar children

applied for their kids to have Crime an Tatar taught as a subject. Despite the fact that

only 8 children were needed for this to be compulsory, the school ignored the

applications and only offer Crimean Tatar as an optional course.

The same situation is seen throughout the Crimea except in th e 16 Crimean Tatar
national schools.

Crimean Tatar Mejlis given 24 hours to leave

Human Rights in Ukraine (18.09.2014)

http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1410985865 - If any Crimean Tatar h  ad hoped

t hat fears about Russiabds occupation of their homel
Sept 17. The Mejlis, or representative body of the Crimean Tatar People has been given

24 hours to Ovacated their h éssdcmtiosswithe rthe DepaortatiSi mf er op o |
when all Crimean Tatars were given just half an hour to prepare for exile are perhaps

exaggerated, however the reminders of Soviet repression are increasing by the day.

The occupation regime has formally targeted the Crimea Fund charitable organization
which owns the relevant building on Schmidt St, however their real aim is clearly the
Mejlis.

According to a court writ read out on Sept 17 to the head of the Crimea Fund and
me mber of the Mejlis, Ri za Shevkiyevtedbewibtuhilndi 24
hours. If itis not, all property will be seized and nobody will be allowed to enter.

The official grounds cited for the move are a writ issued by the Central District Court of
Si mferopol on Septl688/Hl). (case & 2

This document prohibi  ts the charity from carrying out any of its powers as owner of the
Mejlis headquarters and six other addresses, including its right to lease or sell the

properties. If the Fund fails to comply with this court order, it could face criminal
prosecution.

This surreal writ has been issued fAto defend the int
indi vidual so in a l aw suit alghae nest myt shteer Croiume ai nKEu rv
Ainterestso ar e t o be further protected by t he C
Vladimkomba nk being frozen.  The Fund is prohibited from opening new accounts.

Shevkiyev refused to sign that he had read any of the documents presented saying that
he has never been informed of any debt incurred by him or the Fund. Mustafa

Dzhemiliev, veteran Crimean Tatar leader prohibited from returning to his homeland in
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April this year, called it an attack by bandits. He poured scorn over the so -called court
writ saying that the judge who purportedly issued it has been on leave for some time.

The move came after  the major operation on Tuesday during which armed men blocked
access to the Mejlis building, while the FSB spent 11 hours searching the building. It
seems | ikely that they were hoping to fi gfiledtomet hi ng

do so, chose another line of attack.

The building on Schmidt St houses the Mejlis, the editorial offices of its official newspaper

Avdet and the offices of the charity. Shevkiyev explained to the Radio Svoboda Crimean
Service that there is clearly no possibility of evacuating the premises in the space of 24

hours. Yet by not leaving, they give the occupation regime the official grounds for
seizing and occupying the building.

Shevkiyev Ilinks the devel opment with the | ow turnout
14 to the Crimean parliament and local bodies. The Mejlis had called on Crimean Tatars

and all Cri means concerned about the graveatonj ghts vi
and Crimean Tatar rights in particular, to boycott the elections. The call was clearly

headedinful. No western government, incidentally, has reco

Shekiyev believes that the Crimean Tatars are to be used as a scapegoat, p resented as
the source of the ills facing the Crimea and as an enemy element, with repressive
measures against them stepped up.

This may be an additional reason, however the offensive against Crim ean Tatars i and
others who oppose Russian occupation - began considerably earlier and has been
escalating over recent months.

For a second day searches have been carried out in a large number of Crimean Tatar
homes, as well as prosecutords of fiSQueseadkchesbegan of var i c
back in May, however the scale over the last two days is unprecedented.

On Sept 16 armed men carried out a search of the home of Eskender Bar iyev, member of

the Mejlis and removed computer technology. Bariyev says that men with machine guns

burst into his home at around 6.30 on Tuesday, and then began searching the flat. The

intruders saw no need to modify their behaviour or hide their machine guns despite the

fact that Bariyevéds wife and small chil dren were pres

They claimed to be looking for weapons, ammunition and prohibited literature as part of
a criminal investigation into the events on May 3, however did not provide any court
order

Another search was carried out in the home of the head of the Belgorod Regional Mejlis.,
Mustafa Asaba.

On Sept 17 armed men also carried out searches of at least four Crimean Tatar homes in

the village of Kolychugino outside Simferopol. The events on May 3 were once again

cited as a pretext, as well as a domestic incident which took place several months ago.

Six police cars and one GAZel carrying men with machine guns appeared in the vill age.

The searches t hemsel ves, purportedly l ooking for W
l'iteratured6 {3dautsed from 2

There was also a search on Wednesday of a mosque in the Simferopol suburb of
Fontany. Shevket Bekirov, head of the Fontany mejlis says that people from the
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Prosecutordos office were checking whether believers

ritual prayer and whether they are involved in O0extre
The check was carried out during prayers. Three books on the large list of books tha t the
Russian authorities for reasons of varying |l evels of

were removed and five others taken away for o6échecking

A telling exampl e of wher e t he occupation regi me [
demonstrated in one othe r search on Wednesday, this being of a school with Crimean
Tatar tuition in Zuya, Belgorodsky district.

The searches are clearly aimed at intimidating Crimean Tatars, and destroying the Mejlis
which has from the outset opposed Russian occupation and stress ed that the Crimean
Tatars are in their own homeland i Ukrainian Crimea.

The Mejlis is currently holding legal consultations to determine its next move. Given

such an ominous escalation in open repression against the indigenous people of the

Crimea,the need for support from western countries in mor
concer nodevident. sel f

'‘Ann exation of Crimea cast shame on my country', said
Russian veteran human rights defender

KHPG (08.09.2014) - http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1410125981 - Veteran
human rights defender Lyudmila Alexeyeva has issued a statement following claims that
she gave aninterv iew expressing approval of Russia's annexation of the Crimea.

"l have said on many occasions and repeat that | am convinced the seizure of Crimea
cast shame on my country. It was a disgraceful act in respect to brotherly Ukraine which
is going through  difficult times. A good neighbour should help their neighbour to get
through difficulties and not use them to benefit at their expense. People should behave
like this and countries. In the modern world it is shameful and stupid to be an occupier.
You need to reach agreement, not fight.

No less than before Ukraine, we are guilty with respect to the Crimean Tatars, the
indigenous people of the Crimea. They have every reason to not wish to be in Russia

which is the successor to the USSR where in 1944 on Sta lin's order, they experienced a
terrible tragedy - the exile of the entire people from the Crimea to the eastern Soviet
republics.

| am a Russian citizen and | cannot waive responsibility for the behaviour of my country,
both with respect to its neighbou rs and to its own citizens.

I demand that all publications that published, even if referring to other sources,
information claiming that | support 'Crimea is ours' remove this false information and

publish my statement. | am warning that | will take any that do not comply with this
demand to court for defamation and libel."
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Russia says detained Estonian police officer is a spy

Moscow holds Eston Kohver for ‘undercover intelligence mission' but Tallinn
says he was investigating cross -border crime

The Gua rdian (07.09.2014)

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/07/russia -

estonia -police -spying -intelligence -eston -kohver - Russia claims it detained an Estonian

policeman for "intelligence gathering”, but Tallinn has accused Moscow of abducting him.

The Estonian officer, Eston Kohver, was placed behind bars after a Moscow court
approved his arrest, heightening tensions between European Union member Estonia and

its powerful neighbour.

Russian state television o n Saturday showed the grim -faced and handcuffed policeman
being led into court by masked security officers.

Russia's FSB security service said in a statement it had detained Kohver in north -western

Russia, close to the Estonian
"undercover operation”.

border, on Friday as he atte mpted to carry out an

But prosecutors in Talinn said Kohver was abducted at gunpoint from Estonian territory
by Russians who detonated a smoke grenade and jammed radio communications. They
said he had been investigating cross -border crime.

The FSB said

Kohver was found in possession of

"special equipment to carry out covert recording" and "materials that seem to be
assignments for an intelligence - gathering mission".

It claimed Kohver works for E
and intelligence. "Kohver has

stonia's security police, which oversees internal security
been detained and the necessary investigative work is

being carried out," the FSB said.

Russian television aired video footage of the evidence provided by the FSB, sug gesting
authorities in Moscow want to play up the incident.

Kohver's arrest came just two
aimed at reassuring jittery Bal

days after a landmark visit by Barack Obama to Tallinn,
tic states of his country's commitment to their security as

Nato allies inthe face of Russia's role in the Ukraine crisis.

Mounting evidence of war crimes and Russian

involvement
Amnesty International (07.09.2014) http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/ukraine -
mounting -evidence -war -crimes -and -russian -involvement -2014 -09-05 - Ukrainian militia
and separatist forces are responsible for war crimes, Amnesty International said today.
The organisation accused Russia of fuelling separatist crimes as it revealed satell ite

images _ indicating a build

-up of Russian armour and artillery in eastern Ukraine.

Despite a fragile cease -fire, the situation on the ground remains fraught with danger and
Amnesty International calls on all parties, including Russia, to stop violatio ns of the laws

of war.
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"All sides in this conflict have shown disregard for civilian lives and are blatantly violating
their international obligations," said Salil Shetty, Amnesty International's Secretary
General, who travels to Kyiv and Moscow in the ¢ oming days.

"Our evidence shows that Russia is fuelling the conflict, both through direct interference

and by supporting the separatists in the East. Russia must stop the steady flow of
weapons and other support to an insurgent force heavily implicated i n gross human
rights violations."

Amnesty International researchers on the ground in eastern Ukraine have documented
incidents of indiscriminate shelling, abductions, torture, and killings.

The Kremlin has repeatedly denied any involvement in the fight ing in Ukraine, but
satellite imagery and testimony gathered by the organization provide compelling

evidence that the fighting has burgeoned into what Amnesty International now considers

an international armed conflict.

The images show new artillery posit ions being established just inside the Ukrainian
border between 13 and 29 August, including what appear to be 122 -mm Howitzer D -30
artillery units in firing positions pointed toward the west. Two of the positions have a

support vehicle and what looks like bunkers. On 29 August, six armoured amphibious
vehicles (likely BRDM -2s) can be seen.

Another similar artillery position can be seen in a field northeast of the first, also within

Ukrainian territory. Imagery from 26 August 2014 shows six relatively adva nced self -
propelled howitzers (likely 2519 Msta -S 152 -mm) in firing positions facing southwest at
Ukrainian army locations.

Between 26 and 29 August 2014 the artillery has been moved into a west facing firing
position still within Ukraine. On August 29 t he imagery shows what look like nhumerous
military vehicles in the area along the tree line and in the neighboring field.

"These satellite images, coupled with reports of Russian troops captured inside Ukraine
and eyewitness accounts of Russian troops and military vehicles rolling across the border,
leave no doubt that this is now an international armed conflict,” said Shetty.

Amnesty International researchers on the ground in eastern Ukraine interviewed
eyewitnesses fleeing from fighting near Alechevsk, Donetsk, Kramatorsk, Krasny Luch,
Lisichansk, Lugansk, Rubeznoe, Pervomaisk and Slovyansk. Researchers also interviewed
Ukrainian refugees in the Rostov region of Russia.

Civilians from these areas told Amnesty International that the Ukrainian governmen t
forces subjected their neighbourhoods to heavy shelling. Their testimonies suggest that

the attacks were indiscriminate and may amount to war crimes. Witnesses also said that

separatist fighters abducted, tortured, and killed their neighbours.

In an il lustrative incident, residents of Slovyansk told Amnesty International that
separatist fighters kidnapped a local pastor, two of his sons and two churchgoers, and
requested a US$50,000 ransom for their release. By the time the local community
managed to co llect the requested ransom, the withesses said, the captors had killed all of
the men.

Amnesty International has also received credible reports of abductions and beatings
carried out by volunteer battalions operating alongside regular Ukrainian armed f orces.

For example, on 23 August a security guard in Oleksandrivka, Luhansk region was seized
by several dozen armed men who arrived in vehicles flying Ukrainian flags. At least one



was marked "Battalion Aidar" (a militia group operating in the Luhansk r egion).
Witnesses said his captors accused him of collaborating with separatists, beat him with

rifle butts and held him incommunicado until 27 August, when his family were informed

he was being held in another town, in the local office of Ukraine's state security service.

Amnesty International is calling on the Ukrainian authorities to conduct an effective
investigation into allegations of serious violations of international humanitarian law and

bring to justice individuals responsible for war crimes. Co mmanders and civilian leaders
may also be prosecuted for war crimes as a matter of command responsibility if they

knew or should have known about the crimes and failed to prevent them or punish those
responsible.

"Civilians in Ukraine deserve protection a nd justice," Salil Shetty said.

"Without a thorough and independent investigation, there's a real risk Ukrainians will
harbour the scars of this war for generations.”

Obama calls on Nato to strengthen Ukrainian military
against Russia

Speech on eve of alliancedbs summit signals toughening resp:
amid calls for US to arm Ukraine directly

The Guardian (03.09.2014) http://www.theguardian.com/w orld/2014/sep/03/ocbama -

nato -support -ukraine -military -russia - Barack Obama used a crucial speech on the eve of

a Nato summi't to to call on the alliance to strengt
signalled a toughening of Washnaggessomobés response to RU

Delivering the speech on Wednesday in Estonia, the US president accused Moscow of a
Abrazen assaulto on Ukraine, and said Nato shoul d f
countries threatened by Moscow.

Obama also emphasised that Nato, a 28 -state alliance, should be open to accepting
members in the region as part of a broader strategy to counter Russia.

iNat o must make concrete commitments to help Ukraine
security forces. We must do more to help other Nato partners, including Georgia and
Mol dova, strengthen their defences as well, 0 Obama sa

AAnd we must reaffirm the principle that has al ways
that meet our standards and that can make meaningful contributions to allied security,
the door to Nato membership wildl remain open. o0

Obama is under intense and growing pressure in Washington to provide more substantial
support to Kiev, with some calling on his administration to directly supply the Ukrainian
government with weapons. He held b ack from that demand in his speech, and was
careful not to say that Nato should become militarily engaged in the conflict.

He al so reiterated his administrati ondoiswhardRussiee t hat
has annexed the Crimean peninsula and, ac cording to the west, directly aided separatist
rebels in the east of the country i will not be resolved militarily.
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Al t hough vague, Obamaés <cal l on Nato to fortify the

other countries T delivered from the Estonian capi tal, Tallinn, just 200km fr
border with Russia i was intended as a firm warning to his Russian counterpart, Vladimir
Putin.

The speech reaffirmed a US commitment to protect Nato member states in the Baltics

that have sizeable ethnic Russian pop ul ati ons. i We o1l | be here for Est
for Latvia. Webl| be here for Lithuania, o he said. A
With Nato, youo6ll never |l ose it again.o

Obama and other Nato leaders will meet in Wales on Thursday for one of the most
significant summits in the history of an alliance gr

hostile activities in Ukraine.

Russia has repeatedly denied it is orchestrating separatist rebellions in eastern Ukraine.
On Wednesday, a permanent ceasefi re apparently agreed between Ukraine and Russia
appeared to unravel before it had started.

After initially announcing the deal, the Ukrainian president, Petro Poroshenko,

backtracked fr opnertmean ewotrod, fiwhi | e Putin said the pair
fceasefire regimeo that he hoped might be in place by
Obamabs speech i n Estonia was |l argel y detached fro
conflict, as he gave a more discursive asse ssment of the broader repercussions of this

yearo6s conflict in Ukraine, a confrontation the Whit

significant clash between Russia and the west since the end of the cold war.

As wel | as underscori ng Nmembed fatex withhmastt tonfean fro;m t o
Russian aggression, Obama also provided backing to those countries, such as Moldova

and Georgia, that are not in the alliance and fear they are particularly susceptible to

further acts of aggression from Putin.

Ob a m& @all on Nato to strengthen its defences will be a particularly welcome
intervention in those countries, particularly if it is followed by a commitment from
alliance countries at this weekds summit.

Moldova and Georgia fear Putin may take new steps to co nsolidate or broaden his
influence there. In Georgia, two separatist regions broke away from central government
control following a brief war with Russia in 2008.

Condemning Russiabs recent actions in Ukraine, Oban
fascist move ment s i n Europe, and expressed particular conc
to use its control of gas supplies in the region as

ever be held hostage to another country that wields e

Though ma king it clear there was no immediate Nato military solution to the crisis in
Ukraine, Obama urged patience, telling the audience i
in to cynicismo.

I n the face of violence hat seems i sdimeaseitssbl e and
asy to grow cynical and hink that peace and securi
ot give into that cynicism,0 he said.

t
t
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Instead, the US president presented the struggle with Russia as a long -term battle akin
to Soviet occupation durin g the cold war, and said Estonia and other eastern European
countries should serve as an example to Ukraine.

AiYou never gave up through a |l ong occupation that tr
your culture, o he said. ATheir rtadn kpsoweer eo fn oy oeuqu avloitcc
He added: ACitizens | ike nations wil!/ never settl e f
bully the small. Sooner or | ater they fight back. Den

NATO confronts failed policy in Ukraine

USA Today (03.09.2014) http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2014/09/03/nato -
weighs -response -to-russia -in-ukraine/15035627/ - Going into their NATO summit in
Wales on Thursday, Western leaders are focusing on a failed policy in Ukraine. And so

far, they lack a plan to reverse Russia's aggressive moves to bolster separatists’ hold on

eastern Ukraine.

Just two weeks ago, Ukrainian troops appeared poised to wrap u p a military offensive
against Russian -backed separatists who'd been fighting an insurgency since April. But the
Ukrainian gains were soon reversed as Russia ignored Western economic sanctions aimed

at deterring its backing for the separatists and instead poured military support into the
rebel cause, according to the Ukraine government and NATO.

On Wednesday, after Ukraine lost ground to a counteroffensive it blamed on Russian

troops and weaponry, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko indicated he was ready to
accept a cease -fire even though pro -Russian separatists still control two major cities in
eastern Ukraine. Russian President Vladimir Putin, who continues to deny sending troops

or arms into Ukraine, is also signaling interest in a cease -fire.

A truce u nder these conditions represents a triumph for Putin, according to some
analysts. "A cease -fire is in my view a victory for Russia," said Dmitri Trenin, director of
the Carnegie Moscow Center.

President Obama and other NATO leaders are meeting in Wales on Thursday and Friday
to discuss strategy for countering Russian aggression in Ukraine. One idea they are
considering is a quick -reaction force of a few thousand troops that would defend NATO
countries from Russian aggression.

Ukraine is not a NATO member, s o that idea "is going to look quite paltry," says Andrew
Weiss, a Russia expert at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in
Washington. "The idea there's going to be a neat and tidy resolution before the winter
settles in is becoming more and more illusory. Putin has the biggest stakes, and the most
levers militarily."

Some in Congress believe Obama should do more.

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Robert Menendez, D -N.J.,told CNN on
Sunday that the U.S. should provide Ukraine "with the t ype of defensive weapons that
will impose a cost upon Putin for further aggression.”

But the U.S. and other NATO nations have so far ruled out providing weapons to Ukraine
for fear the fighting would escalate into a full -scale war. The U.S. is providing on ly non -
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lethal aid, such as food rations, body armor, night -vision goggles and intelligence
support.

Beside the rapid -response force, NATO is considering whether to develop a better
strategy to counter threats of "hybrid warfare" involving irregular or para military fighters.

The U.S. and its allies also are considering stronger economic sanctions that would

further set back Russia's economy. Yet current sanctions have failed to deter Russian
involvement in Ukraine, and many European countries are reluctant t 0 impose harder -
hitting sanctions that could jeopardize their access to Russian gas supplies that they will

need for heat and electricity through the coming winter.

Putin has proposed a seven -point cease -fire plan that would freeze the conflict with
separa tist forces in control of their last strongholds: the cities of Luhansk and Donetsk,
which had been surrounded by Ukrainian troops. The plan calls for an end to Ukrainian

shelling of civilian areas, a Ukrainian pull -back from those cities and creation of
"humanitarian corridors" that would allow aid and Russian reconstruction teams to reach
the separatists, according to Russian state -controlled media.

The plan also would leave a chunk of Ukraine under Russian control, which appears to be
Putin's goal for a  cease -fire agreement.

Of everything being considered to counter Putin's moves, Weiss said, "nothing on the
table is strong enough to change Putin's calculus."

Number of displaced inside Ukraine more than doubles
since early August to 260,000

UNHCR (03 .09. 2014) http://www.unhcr.org/540590ae9.html - The UN refugee agency
said on Tuesday that fighting in eastern Ukraine, in particular around Donetsk, Luhansk

and neighbouring towns, is driving more people fro m their homes and increasing the
need for humanitarian aid.

Vincent Cochetel, director of UNHCR's Europe Bureau, told journalists in Geneva that the
number of people displaced inside Ukraine had more than doubled in the past four
weeks. UNHCR estimates tha  t 260,000 people were displaced as of Monday, compared to
117,000 in the first week of August.

UN High Commissioner for Refugees Anténio Guterres said the steep rise in the number

of displaced over the past three weeks was a deep concern. "If this crisis i s not quickly
stopped, it will have not only devastating humanitarian consequences but it also has the

potential to destabilize the whole region. After the lessons of the Balkans, it is hard to

believe a conflict of these proportions could unfold in the Eu ropean continent," he said.

Most of the displaced 1 94 per cent 1 are from eastern Ukraine and are remaining in the
Donetsk, Kharkiv and Kyiv regions. UNHCR believes the actual number of people
displaced is higher as many are staying with families and frie nds and choose not to
register with the authorities.

"Because of insecurity, humanitarian actors have not been able to assess the situation of
people displaced in the Luhansk region," Cochetel said, adding that UNHCR planned to
conduct a fact -finding missi on later this week. The Ukrainian authorities say that 2.2
million people currently remain in conflict areas.
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The number of those using three corridors set -up by the Ukrainian authorities to flee
conflict areas is decreasing, mainly due to recent incidents when civilians have lost their
lives in attacks. Reportedly 6,000 people have left through these corridors since the end

of July.

In the Donetsk region since last Tuesday, local authorities reported that some 10,000
people left the port town of Mariupol t 0 Zaporizhzhia and Berdiansk and other locations,
following military activities of the anti -government forces.

UNHCR's Cochetel said shelling had left people in conflict areas with limited access to
food, water and other basic necessities. In Donetsk, Maki ivka and Gorlovka, the regional
authorities estimate there are 20,000 people with disabilities and needing help.

In Luhansk, residents have been without proper supplies of food and water, and dealing
with electricity shortages and communications problems f or a month. Buildings and roads
are severely damaged, impeding efforts to provide humanitarian aid.

In Yasynuvata, some 150 people have reportedly found shelter in basements without
electricity. Many of them are older people. Newly displaced people are arr iving with
limited resources and are more dependent on aid.

After the Ukrainian government re -established control over various towns in the northern
part of Donetsk region in early July, many internally displaced people quickly returned.

For instance, some 20,000 displaced people returned to the town of Slovyansk from
other areas of the Donetsk region.

Meanwhile the number of Ukrainians seeking refugee status or asylum in the Russian
Federation increased by almost 66,000 during August. According to the Fede ral Migration
Service, more than 121,000 Ukrainians have applied for refugee status or temporary

asylum since January 1.

Since late July, the quotas for temporary asylum set for several regions including
Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Rostov and Chechnya have b een filled, meaning that
Ukrainian nationals need to seek asylum in other regions. In addition, 138,825
Ukrainians have applied for other forms of legal stay such as temporary/permanent

residence permits and under the programme of "resettlement of compatri ots."

A larger number of Ukrainians are arriving in Russia under the visa -free regime. The
Russian authorities say around 814,000 Ukrainians have entered Russia since the start of

the year. This figure includes people who have applied for refugee/temporary asylum and

other residence options.

Most Ukrainians arriving in Russia stay with relatives, friends or find private
accommodation with a host family or rent their own apartments. The authorities have
adopted regulations to facilitate the temporary stay of Ukrainians.

UNHCR continues to support local government and civic society, as well as deliver
assistance directly to the most vulnerable. To date, the UN refugee agency has
distributed more than 150 tonnes of humanitarian assistance to the Donetsk and Kha rkiv
regions, hosting over 100,000 displaced people. UNHCR also has coordinated distribution

of food provided by different foundations.

A total of 4,106 Ukrainians requested asylum in the European Union between January

and July, compared to 903 application s in the whole 2013. Most Ukrainian applications
for asylum were in Poland (1,082), Germany (556) and Sweden (500). In addition, 380
Ukrainians have sought asylum in Belarus.




Situation in Kharkiv, Luhansk and Donetsk on 1
September

Report of the OSCE Sp ecial Monitoring Mission

OSCE (02.09.2014) http://www.osce.org/ukraine -smm/123117 - |Intensity of shelling
appeared to decrease in Donetsk cit y, whilst mortar fire was observed coming from
within the airport area. The SMM was informed by Ukrainian officials that the airport in

Luhansk was no longer under control of the Ukrainian forces.

In Kharkiv  city centre the SMM monitored on 31 August a ral ly which gathered some 50
people, mainly elderly, supporting the federalization of Ukraine. The participants were

carrying flags with communist symbols. The SMM observed two TV journalists being
physically threatened by some od policehirervenad ahdytlies
journalists were safely escorted from the crowd. Once the rally was over, on the same

square, the SMM observed around 250 pro -unity activists, men and women, mainly
young, gathering in a Euro  -Maidan rally and holding Ukrainian a nd NATO flags, as well as

flags of the AAidard and AAzovd volunteer batt al

that they were raising funds for internally displaced persons (IDPs) and soldiers serving

in the AAidaro and fAAzovd b ax"tMethanzedsBrigads, invcleatgé
of protecting the Kharkiv region. One of the Euro -Maidan activists called on the
participants to dig trenches to protect Kharkiv city. The police were visible but kept a low

profile.

The SMM on 1 September visited Luhans k in order to monitor the overall situation in the
city. The SMM observed that the city was without water and electricity supplies and that

only one hospital appeared to be operational. Drinking water was distributed in cisterns.

The SMM did not observe an y military hardware in the city centre. Although
supermarkets and shops appeared to be closed, the SMM saw that some shop employees
were selling limited food supplies at extremely high prices.

The SMM met with representatives of the State Emergency Servi ce of Ukraine in Luhansk
city, who stated that about 250,000 people remained in the city (number of inhabitants
before the conflict: approximately 420,000). The interlocutors expressed concern that
Luhansk could face a potential humanitarian catastrophe be cause shelling had damaged
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the cityds water supply system. I f the problem woul d

weeks, he said, the water reservoir could be contaminated. The SMM spoke to

representatives oftheso -cal l ed fiLuhansk PeofPIR®ds wRep dolwingpd a(yfeld

gravity of the damage and stated that the problem could be solved.

The SMM attended the opening of a school in Luhansk, at which the self

be based on the educational curriculum of the Russian Federation. Furthermore, he said
that there were plans to replace the Ukrainian Hryvnia (UAH) currency with the Russian

-decl ar ed
presidento, l gor Plotnitsky, held a speelonmwouldl ot ni t s

Rouble. Accordingtotheself -decl ared ALPR pr esi de adnot beercpaid,i |

but there were plans to resume the payment of their salaries as of 1 October, possibly
from Russian sources.

Different interlocutors, including local inhabitants and the regional co -ordinator of
UkraineodSenAoti sm Oper atoldbenSMU AT I08egember that Luhansk
airport was no longer under control of the Ukrainian forces.

During the dark hours on 31 August and on 1 September throughout the day, the SMM
heard little shelling in Donetsk , suggesting a possible decreased inten sity of the fighting
in and around the city. On 1 September the SMM monitored the situation around Donetsk

iLPR
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airport, from a distance of around one kilometre. The SMM heard three to four mortar
shells, repeated every five to ten minutes, outgoing from withi n the airport area.

Local inhabitants told the SMM that at around 14:30hrs they observed several tanks and

armoured infantry vehicles of the so -call ed fADonetsk Peopleds Republicd
city from the west and the south. The SMM heard the sound o f heavy armoured military

vehicles driving in the street near the SMM Office in Donetsk and moving in a southerly

direction.

The SMM continued to monitor the situation in Mariupol (113 km south of Donetsk). At a
checkpoint to the direction of Vinogradne (t o the east of Mariupol), the SMM was told by
a Ukrainian officer that Bezimenne town (33 km east of Mariupol), was currently under

the control of irregular armed groups. The SMM visited a bus station in Mariupol city
centre and observed a queue of some 150 people, mainly women and children, waiting to
board buses leaving for Donetsk city. The SMM was told by several people waiting in line

that the price for one ticket to Donetsk was three times more expensive than normal.
Some people claimed to be returning to Donetsk either because of business matters or to
see their relatives and their homes. Several passengers said they would return to
Mariupol after collecting items from Donetsk which they would need for their stay during
winter. The Donetsk region deput y commander of the Ukrainian border guards confirmed
to the SMM that on 31 August two Ukrainian coastal border guard boats were attacked in

the Sea of Azov from the area of Bezimenne village. According to the interlocutor two
Ukrainian soldiers were missin g and nine soldiers had been taken to Mariupol hospital.

EU's Mogherini calls for Nato muscle in Eastern Europe

BBC News (02.09.2014) http://www.bbc.com/news/world -europe -29030736 - The newly
designated EU foreign affairs chief, Federica Mogherini, says Nato countries bordering on
Russia need more than a paper pledge that Nato will help them in a crisis.

Ms Mogherini, currently Italian foreign minister, said such countries "need to be sure that
Article Five  is not just a written text".

The article commits all 28 Nato states to defend any member that is attacked.
Nato is planning a rapid response force to deter poss ible Russian aggression.

A major Nato summit will open in Wales on Thursday, where the conflict in eastern
Ukraine and Russian support for the separatists there will be high on the agenda.

Ms Mogherini said the European Commission would finalise a new pack age of EU
sanctions against Russia by Friday. When she takes up her new post on 1 November
she will also be avice -president of the Commission.

At a special summit  on Saturday, EU leaders gave Russia a week to reverse its military
intervention in Ukraine or face further sanctions.

Russia denies that it has troops and heavy weapons inside Ukraine helping the rebels,
who have pushed back the Ukrainian army in several areas.

Some European politicians have voiced concern that Ms Mogherini may be too soft on
Russia. That allegation surfaced again when she was questioned by European Parliament
members on Tuesday.
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She is in the European centre -left bloc and a key ally of Italy's Prime Minister Matteo
Renzi.

She told the MEPs that "Russia stays a strategic player in global challenges, but | don't
think it is a strategic partner anymore".

More Russian conscripts forced to fight in Ukraine

KHPG (02.09.2014) http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1409618134 - Conscripts
doing military service in the Tula oblast are reported to have been forced to sign
contracts allowing them to be sent to Ukraine. Mothers of soldiers  from military unit

33842 told TV Dozhd that 8 soldiers had signed themselves, while the heads of the unit
had signed for the others on Aug 19.

They say also that the soldiers and commanders of the fifth regiment have not been in
contact for two weeks. According to their information, the men were at exercises in the
Rostov oblast.

of Sol di er s

TV Dozhd tried to contact t h e
t he journali st s

Commi tte
they did not get in touch wi t

e
h either

It is, un fortunately, not inconceivable that the committee learned of the problems faced

by their colleagues after the | atter exposed details
in Ukraine.  On Aug 29 the Russian Justice Ministry informed that it had added the

Commi ttee of Sol diersd Mot hers of -cStl | Reedt eorfsobruerigg nt oa gtehn

That same day relatives of 18 -year -old conscript Andrei Vilkhovyk confirmed information
previously provided by several dozen relatives of soldiers, namely that around 200
soldiers were being forced to sign contracts.

Vilkhovyk was doing his service in the Ryazan oblast, but was moved to the Rostov
oblast at the end of July. TV Dozhd points out that the military unit is next to a border
crossing point between Ukraine an d Russia.

His family explains that he phoned them a few days ago and said that the soldiers in his

unit were being forced to sign contracts. His parents told him not to sign under any
circumstances, especially since his military service was due to end on Nov 7. He agreed,
yet that same day in the evening he phoned his el der

contract, giving no further information.

His relatives and those of other conscripts have been told the same thing: that the young
men receive thre ats to spoil their military service papers and that the management will
sign for them.

As reported on Aug 28, the Committee of Sol di ersé6 M
drawn up a list of around one hundred Russian soldiers killed and a further three hun dred

injured. The head of the Committee Ludmila Bogatenkova told TV Dozhd that the list

was put together from various sources in the armed forces which, for obvious reasons,

she cannot reveal.

TV Dozhd, the last independent and constantly pressurized tele vision channel in Russia is
carrying out its own investigation into the deaths and injuries of Russian soldiers in
Ukraine that the authorities are going to huge lengths to try to conceal and deny. These
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have included a macabre farce in which the wife of one of the paratroopers killed T
Leonid Kichatkin, or somebody using her phone, claimed that her husband had not been

killed and that he was standing by her side. She even handed the phone to this man who
6confirmeddéd that he was Kichatkin.

Leonid Kichatkin 6 s f r-dug braveg lies in the Vybuty Cemetery outside Pskov and had

his name clearly marked, though not where he had died, until media presence led to the

plaque, wreaths etc. being removed.

There have also been attacks on journalists from TV Dozhd and others, including a

particularly savage attack on Lev Shlosberg. This came just days after hi
Dead and the Livingodo descr i be deonidhkichatkin and Alextbnder on Aug 2
Osipov and stated clearly that the Russian state was tryin g to hide the fact that it is

sending its sons to war.

|t is frustrating that the BBC and other medi a whic
claimso that Russian forces are fighting in Ukraine
from NATO, the USA and Poli  sh media, but also Russian reports coming through despite

the authorities efforts to silence them.

Halya Coynash

Russiabds | lremcheryf s k t

KHPG (02.09.2014)  http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?i d=1409625530 _ - Among those
taken prisoner by the Russian military near llovaisk [Donetsk oblast] is a TV Espreso
journalist who on Aug 28 was able to interview two Russian paratroopers caught by the

Ukrainian army.  The soldiers that they had been told the y were going on exercises. They

were taken in column at night first to somewhere near the Ukraine T Russian border and

then into Ukraine. Asked by TV Espresods Yehor Vorobyov when
wer endt ranmg exercise, Ruslan Akhmetovan d Arseny ||l migov answered

we came under fireo.

The interview was reported when Ukrainian soldiers, and some journalists covering the

events, came under siege in a major offensive believed to be by Russian forces. It was

on a day when the west final l'y acknowledged what had | ong been <cl e
direct military engagement in Ukraine. The deployment of Russian soldiers, Russian

tanks and sophisticated military equipment has been vehemently denied ever since by

Russi abds | ead e rtiseldéaths ancairguries af many Russian soldiers, including a

lot of conscripts forced to sign contracts to go to Ukraine .

In the early hours of Aug 29 an 0OAppeal to the i nsur geappeéased anf Novor o
Russi an President VI adi mir Phisn&adxal bédli minalidtweb siintseu.
create a humanitarian corridor for Ukrainian sol dier
reunited with their families, return them to their mc

Whether or not one believes that those suddenly demonstrating military strength not

seen for many weeks were indeed déinsurgentso |, Puti n
promise given not to shoot on Ukrainian soldiers as they left the area under siege . The

promise was broken immediately and a large number of Ukrainian soldiers (reports range

from a hundred to several hundred men) are reported to have been shot dead with many

badly injured.  According to Liga News, several hundred soldiers were taken p risoner and

handed over to local Kremlin -backed militants. Some the Ukrainian army managed to

free.


http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1409625530
http://kremlin.ru/news/46506

The publication asks who is to blame for the worst military disaster so far and says that

the surviving soldiers are unanimous in naming the command of the so-called anti -
terrorist operation [ATO]. They accuse the military command of negligence and ill -
thought -out actions which led to more than 5 thousand Ukrainian soldiers, according to
preliminary estimates, being placed at risk.

Journalist Yury Butusov b elieves that several Russian units were responsible for shooting
the Ukrainian soldiers and says that some of the Ukrainians captured have been taken to
Russian territory.

Attempts are currently underway to apportion i orshift 7 blame and some lessons mus t
urgently be learned.

I n Russia TV Dozhd has reported soldiersé mothers

s a
yet now find that their sons have been forced to fi gh

In Ukraine 7 t hat Putinds <call s t o enifisasnfronbthoseofigigingehid and pr
war cannot be trusted.
A lesson learned at a terrible cost.

Halya Coynash

Russian NGO branded as "foreign agent" after reporting
on Russian military action in Ukraine

See video:  http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/soldiers -mothers -
appeal -to -putin_-to -bring_-their _-sons -back -from -ukraine -video/506001.html

KHPG (30.08.14)  http://www.khpg.org/enfi ndex.php?id=1409354140 - On 28 August,
the Russian Ministry of Justice added the NGO "Soldiers' Mothers of St. Petersburg" to its
official list of "foreign agents" under the 2012 law.

The decision came after its leader, Ella Polyakova, spoke publicly ab out the alleged death
of Russian soldiers fighting in Ukraine against the Ukrainian forces.

Her organization compiled a list of some 100 Russian soldiers allegedly killed in Ukraine

and a further 300 wounded, and demanded investigation into these allegat ions. The
Kremlin denies sending troops to Ukraine and any direct Russian involvement in what it

insists is Ukraine's internal conflict.

"The timing of this decision indicates that the Kremlin is determined to muzzle its critics
and keep a strong lid on any information which suggests that Russia plays a direct part in
the conflict in Ukraine, although evidence to the contrary is mounting every day. The
message is clear: if you dare to speak out, there will be serious reprisals," said Sergei
Nikitin, Amnes ty International's Moscow Office Director.

Soldiers' Mothers of St. Petersburg will contest the decision in court.

Ella Polyakova insists that the NGO does not receive any foreign funding. This, according

to the law, is the necessary attribute of a "fore ign agent". The other necessary attribute
is participation in political activities. According to the government, the NGOs' political
activities consist of "holding public meetings" and "forming public opinion”.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jntNynGGge94wxzvVJORoSgRdi8mhtP-RaF8p1L4NK61IfpwzNNyRoShQebOBbj0iV8f4n3Ztc-pp3PEY3TsAhVFAcqMZn-EaMPjOIauA22dO4Oh8DR2a26oWmvGUoZ1X56MGh6UHrIPnnhS2kv3GMogBwCGA13At1IjKUbcRxs8IlcF-zsKT7NrYLSF_lnYFlaO4iLazxS5NCERaZttTCveE2V5Z_LJGyXwQxPqk6PnAUnIpTw5JVMShGZ0WX5NncrxeATAP16T5xpPOxhxofrpNGEubfodPFy9swe_NOqlVaUjQvirZkykOib1niK5&c=jZOu9_LpWoKMlAfpLcxD1MG_6scsV6Zw2_o8jtmuPPgMYXXO8UZrBg==&ch=cigPc4vvgSGoaJFzpEQAi6Vtt7UUq9Uh_XXo0RBedJimYCA8CNe71A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jntNynGGge94wxzvVJORoSgRdi8mhtP-RaF8p1L4NK61IfpwzNNyRoShQebOBbj0iV8f4n3Ztc-pp3PEY3TsAhVFAcqMZn-EaMPjOIauA22dO4Oh8DR2a26oWmvGUoZ1X56MGh6UHrIPnnhS2kv3GMogBwCGA13At1IjKUbcRxs8IlcF-zsKT7NrYLSF_lnYFlaO4iLazxS5NCERaZttTCveE2V5Z_LJGyXwQxPqk6PnAUnIpTw5JVMShGZ0WX5NncrxeATAP16T5xpPOxhxofrpNGEubfodPFy9swe_NOqlVaUjQvirZkykOib1niK5&c=jZOu9_LpWoKMlAfpLcxD1MG_6scsV6Zw2_o8jtmuPPgMYXXO8UZrBg==&ch=cigPc4vvgSGoaJFzpEQAi6Vtt7UUq9Uh_XXo0RBedJimYCA8CNe71A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jntNynGGge94wxzvVJORoSgRdi8mhtP-RaF8p1L4NK61IfpwzNNyRoShQebOBbj0rA-MSGB7XsFXjQ3coiBZxytLag0CrbT0ppLQRvCVq-fgBLg71Fe7XaEfO4q18Fv4vxlR2MrZXwR3iVFj0pHYgE3dS1h8wWd9SupMLxLdv3_SIDsr6IGsketUGSvNSiCHEt5A_ERkfYBEaE2vWacbWw==&c=jZOu9_LpWoKMlAfpLcxD1MG_6scsV6Zw2_o8jtmuPPgMYXXO8UZrBg==&ch=cigPc4vvgSGoaJFzpEQAi6Vtt7UUq9Uh_XXo0RBedJimYCA8CNe71A==

Another NGO, the Institute for the Developm ent of Freedom of Information, also known
for its independent position and critical pronouncements, was added to the "foreign agent
register" on the same day.

Russia's so -called "foreign agent's law" was passed in June 2012 and came into force in
Novembe r 2012. It was changed earlier this year giving new powers to the Ministry of
Justice to add NGOs to the register of "foreign agents" without their consent and without
the need to go through lengthy court hearings as had been the case until recently.

Hundreds of NGOs in Russia have experienced unannounced "inspections" by the
authorities since the law was enacted; several have been heavily fined for refusing to
brand themselves "foreign agents", and some forced to close down. Twelve independent
NGOs have now been added to the register against their will, in the course of less than
three months.

http://amnesty.org/en/news/russian -ngo - branded -foreign -agent - after -reporting _-russian -

military -action -ukraine -2014 -08-29

Attacked for asking why Russian paratroopers died
fighting  in Ukraine

KHPG (30.08.14)  http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1409350659 - Lev Shlosberg,
an opposition politician and journalist in Pskov was seriously attacked late on Friday
evening, days after he divulged information about the Pskov paratroopers whose death in

Ukraine Russia has been trying to conceal.

Russian Planet reports that Pskov journalist Alexei Semyonov was supposed to be
meeting with Shlosberg. Semyonov ex plains that he saw the latter swaying and
clutching his head, with blood all over his face and clothes. Shlosberg says that he was
hit around the head from behind but managed to turn and saw three assailants, with this
seemingly confirmed by a passer -by w ho witnessed the attack.

Shlosberg's article describes the funerals of paratroopers Leonid Kichatkin and Alexander
Osipov in the village of Vybuty outside Pskov on Aug 25. It begins with the words: "The
Russian state is trying to hide the fact that it is sending its sons to war, conceal how they
die and where their funerals are taking place".

He begins by recalling similar attempts to hide the death of Russian soldiers in the

Northern Caucuses in 2000. He calls for an investigation into the deploymen t of Russian
soldiers in military action in eastern Ukraine and ends by stressing that each Russian has

the possibility, more, the duty to decide for him or herself whether they need the living

or the death.  He writes that the future of Russia depends on their answer.

The server of the newspaper came under attack shortly afterwards. On Aug 26,
journalists from Russian Planet, TV Dozhd and the St Petersburg Internet publication
Fontanka were attacked as they tried to get to the cemetery and investigate t he death of

the paratroopers.

Now a courageous journalist and Yabloko deputy for the regional council has been
subjected to a savage attack. He is in hospital with a head and skull injury and partial
loss of memory.

As reported here, there have been s urreal attempts over recent days to conceal the
circumstances of the paratroopers' death. In fact there was even a grotesque attempt to


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jntNynGGge94wxzvVJORoSgRdi8mhtP-RaF8p1L4NK61IfpwzNNyRoShQebOBbj0lQZonfqAVy2lm80RyvLeO7DDowdRUNexYWStr4o5D9S5Hxk-Vq3u1ouJKOWXmU-c2RNU5xPwz8fJx5CPc7WwCNdZxby1D9z32Sox4nm7eicHhS8W2K7G1ldl1tT4Fwkn99-1Y94py9fxy9E6F3wDEs5fCFixGQz4Qabf_l-SmuyEo8hUATTN2QK-JBSI0glMkOan-uog-7O5YDS7XhS-1FHl5WyNVCwUt8QosMl7uzJpf0x6WTWJ9Q==&c=jZOu9_LpWoKMlAfpLcxD1MG_6scsV6Zw2_o8jtmuPPgMYXXO8UZrBg==&ch=cigPc4vvgSGoaJFzpEQAi6Vtt7UUq9Uh_XXo0RBedJimYCA8CNe71A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jntNynGGge94wxzvVJORoSgRdi8mhtP-RaF8p1L4NK61IfpwzNNyRoShQebOBbj0lQZonfqAVy2lm80RyvLeO7DDowdRUNexYWStr4o5D9S5Hxk-Vq3u1ouJKOWXmU-c2RNU5xPwz8fJx5CPc7WwCNdZxby1D9z32Sox4nm7eicHhS8W2K7G1ldl1tT4Fwkn99-1Y94py9fxy9E6F3wDEs5fCFixGQz4Qabf_l-SmuyEo8hUATTN2QK-JBSI0glMkOan-uog-7O5YDS7XhS-1FHl5WyNVCwUt8QosMl7uzJpf0x6WTWJ9Q==&c=jZOu9_LpWoKMlAfpLcxD1MG_6scsV6Zw2_o8jtmuPPgMYXXO8UZrBg==&ch=cigPc4vvgSGoaJFzpEQAi6Vtt7UUq9Uh_XXo0RBedJimYCA8CNe71A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jntNynGGge94wxzvVJORoSgRdi8mhtP-RaF8p1L4NK61IfpwzNNyRoShQebOBbj0oOcV9v_UIq_aAWy6Du85Z9eQEuuORa6_HRu3QWHiUDLn_NJgsPHc0GYPpomsgfikdxvkm-JIlgW0IlO2tdO9CEcAJFIxMmhDdfJpwbb5eCufaNVhuzcQy2BdCJGeOBrVIWgy1cUPzjYqz4ifbynZqg==&c=jZOu9_LpWoKMlAfpLcxD1MG_6scsV6Zw2_o8jtmuPPgMYXXO8UZrBg==&ch=cigPc4vvgSGoaJFzpEQAi6Vtt7UUq9Uh_XXo0RBedJimYCA8CNe71A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jntNynGGge94wxzvVJORoSgRdi8mhtP-RaF8p1L4NK61IfpwzNNyRoShQebOBbj0uhX8C_rjk1ubRXp0usJCES4IF6gnpauvSfy2FhAb77G0-lKGYbRSXKuSs63dNGMD7aoR457h35Lo8IzGIeYvIQ8b_itPY8Ya8YwmuEZEqFDY7RbyCN6FbA5J0h28W7mVVW_0V9WxGpB6-Hc5Hsk5bTxXwE1jRdXsGhXUOzjOTx49X6P-9UPQXCZ4jgFomtTc8LuLGkST1OMEAHWr-4T-Bw==&c=jZOu9_LpWoKMlAfpLcxD1MG_6scsV6Zw2_o8jtmuPPgMYXXO8UZrBg==&ch=cigPc4vvgSGoaJFzpEQAi6Vtt7UUq9Uh_XXo0RBedJimYCA8CNe71A==

pretend that one of the men - Leonid Kichatkin - was still alive. It is clear that the
families of the dead men have a Iso come under heavy pressure, and evidence of the
burial, as well as the plaques with (scant) details were removed.

Since information about the Pskov paratroopers appeared, more and more stories have

emerged  suggesting that the number of Russian soldiers killed fighting Moscow's
undeclared war against Ukraine, may be much higher, with the figure of 100 dead and
300 in jured given by two members of the President's advisory human rights committee.

It is also extremely likely that one of the real reasons for the scandalous 'humanitarian
convoy' was to bring back the bodies of soldiers killed

Interview: | was a separatist fighter in Ukraine

Radio Free Europe (28.08.2014) http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine -i-was-a-

separatist -fighter/25455466.html - Artur Gasparyan, a 24 -year-old native of Spitak,
Armenia, was recruited in Moscow in May to fight in eastern Ukraine. Now back in the
Russian capital, he spoke with Mumin Shakirov of RFE/RL's Russian Service (see original

in Russian here ) in detail about his experiences.

RFE/RL: You expressed interest in going to Uk raine on a forum on Vkontakte
after you read about the fire in the Odesa Trade Union Building in which 42 pro -
Moscow separatists died. What happened next?

Artur Gasparyan: About 10 guys showed up at a meeting somewhere near VDNKh [the
All-Russian Exhibitio n Center in northern Moscow]. We spoke in the entrance arch of a
residential building there. A Slavic man in civilian clothes who didn't give his name met
with us.

First, he asked us whether we knew how to handle weapons. He warned us that we

would be goin g to [the eastern Ukrainian city of] Slovyansk, that we were heading to

certain death, that the punishment for looting was execution on the spot -- which, by the
way, | saw was true several times while | was in Ukraine. Two men immediately walked

away.

RFE/RL: Did they promise you money?

Gasparyan: They didn't promise a per diem or payment. Only free food, clothing,
weapons, and a guarantee that they would transport our bodies to Rostov -on-Don and
give them to our relatives. If, of course, they found them. They insisted that we destroy

all our online accounts and, in general, remove any personal information from social

networks. | deleted my accounts on [Russian social -media sites] Vkontakte and
Odnoklassniki.

RFE/RL: How did you get to the Ukrainian border ?

Gasparyan:  On the morning of May 12, the group got into two cars and headed south. It

took about 24 hours to get to Rostov. It turned out that the drivers were also volunteers.

One of them, by the way, was killed. They took us to a camp -- some small hom esneara
creek and a forest -- | don't know where. They took away all our road maps. Our


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jntNynGGge94wxzvVJORoSgRdi8mhtP-RaF8p1L4NK61IfpwzNNyRoShQebOBbj01sq5N98yO9hALNB6xZFTfwZkWxTm1AJv8_gDHsJbod9nPQTc5mBduQsT6ezQshAbNbnCrDtb7NqESV35WZ0mbFPGGAKirsPl9iOh0UrZ9YSuEardd32ruPBwwdyyuFtt0Suvi3_lHi-bL4mG7ILaCA==&c=jZOu9_LpWoKMlAfpLcxD1MG_6scsV6Zw2_o8jtmuPPgMYXXO8UZrBg==&ch=cigPc4vvgSGoaJFzpEQAi6Vtt7UUq9Uh_XXo0RBedJimYCA8CNe71A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jntNynGGge94wxzvVJORoSgRdi8mhtP-RaF8p1L4NK61IfpwzNNyRoShQebOBbj01sq5N98yO9hALNB6xZFTfwZkWxTm1AJv8_gDHsJbod9nPQTc5mBduQsT6ezQshAbNbnCrDtb7NqESV35WZ0mbFPGGAKirsPl9iOh0UrZ9YSuEardd32ruPBwwdyyuFtt0Suvi3_lHi-bL4mG7ILaCA==&c=jZOu9_LpWoKMlAfpLcxD1MG_6scsV6Zw2_o8jtmuPPgMYXXO8UZrBg==&ch=cigPc4vvgSGoaJFzpEQAi6Vtt7UUq9Uh_XXo0RBedJimYCA8CNe71A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jntNynGGge94wxzvVJORoSgRdi8mhtP-RaF8p1L4NK61IfpwzNNyRoShQebOBbj0bWx86CIlO1h9o_VfTaDCUl4iIBz2DSYo2LSuNxDsT2j6rkmo3NBHrGdpDjPy3GOeiVePAS2M2RcR3D-l53A9latP_TPcFm1azSyhgApcl4G_RAhJOTrPSnCz5tHk1smoJM2aNFZFLoczkBx3FYKaFw==&c=jZOu9_LpWoKMlAfpLcxD1MG_6scsV6Zw2_o8jtmuPPgMYXXO8UZrBg==&ch=cigPc4vvgSGoaJFzpEQAi6Vtt7UUq9Uh_XXo0RBedJimYCA8CNe71A==
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-i-was-a-separatist-fighter/25455466.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-i-was-a-separatist-fighter/25455466.html
http://www.svoboda.org/content/article/25452387.html

telephones and other personal things were logged and taken away. We changed into
clothes they gave us.

RFE/RL: How long were you at this camp?

Gasparyan:  Nearly two w eeks. Every day, more and more new people came. By the
end, there were about 100 of us. We didn't rest at all -- it was a military schedule. We
got up; we went for a run; we had breakfast; we had training; we did orienteering in the

fields, in the forest; we learned the hand signals.

RFE/RL: What do you mean, hand signals?

Gasparyan: They taught us to communicate using gestures and signs in order to
recognize each other, to communicate silently at night, to give commands like back,

forward, stop, get down, danger, and so on. Now | can speak with my hands like a deaf

person. All this was taught by an instructor in civilian clothes. He, like all the other big

and small bosses, didn't give his name. We didn't even know one another's real names --
just nicknames . Even now | don't know the names of most of the guys who were killed

beside me in that hell.

RFE/RL: Did you have any combat experience before Ukraine? You were in the
breakaway Azerbaijani region of Nagorno - Karabakh, but that isn't real war.

Gasparyan:  Mostly we just had some exchanges of fire, automatic weapons or grenade
launchers. In short, it was a low -level war of positioning. Nonetheless, | knew more
about war than most of the guys there.

RFE/RL: Were there Russian nationalists among them?

Gasparyan : | didn't see any nationalists, although most of the guys there were Slavs.

Whether they were Belarusians, Russians, or Ukrainian -- | can't say. They were good,
patriotic guys. None of them looked at me funny because I'm Armenian. There were a

bunch of g uys from the Caucasus, some Armenians from Krasnodar and [the Ukrainian

city of] Kryvyy Rih. Some Chechens came a little later. | became friends with a few --
one guy named Red and another named Small. Both of them were killed in those KamAZ

trucks [see be low].

RFE/RL: How did you cross the border?

Gasparyan: Near midnight on May 23 we left the base, about 100 guys in KamAZ
trucks. We were accompanied by a guide in a Niva [Russian -made jeep]. We rode for
several hours and stopped at the border. There we joi ned up with another 50 guys from
other camps and we were given our weapons: grenade launchers, automatic rifles,
pistols, and grenades. Then we got back into the trucks.

RFE/RL: Did they teach you to shoot?

Gasparyan: Some of the guys knew how to fire gren ade launchers. | was made the
commander of a machine  -gun squad of from three to six guys. They gave me that job
after looking over my military -service document. | guess there are some numerical codes
there that | never noticed before. When they called me, they asked me to read the code.



So they knew how to use my training. Apparently they worked separately with everyone
like that.

RFE/RL: What do you mean "they"? Were they Federal Security Service, military
intelligence (GRU), Interior Ministry? Who were th ese people who met you,
trained you, crossed the border with you?

Gasparyan: I don't know their names, even their first names. They looked like Slavs.
They were all in civilian clothes. | don't even remember their faces.

RFE/RL: When did you cross the bord er?

Gasparyan: It was around dawn on May 24. On the Ukrainian side, we were met by

some high -level representatives of the [self -proclaimed] Donetsk People's Republic. They

had taken over some military base in Donetsk and they put us up in a barracks there. We
slept the whole day. Then we washed up, got ourselves in order.

The next day, May 25, we took part in the well -known parade in  the city in our KamAZ
trucks - the one that the Cheche ns made famous . They gave interviews, fired their
weapons into the air, posed for the cameras. People were cheering and they greeted the
volunteers from Russia like liberators. In the evening, we returned to our barracks.

Battle Of Donetsk Airport

RFE/RL: And when did you first see combat?

Gasparyan:  They sounded the alarm on the night of May 25 -26. There were three guys
in my group -- from Moscow, Lipetsk, and Chukotka. They were all killed. We were put in
civilian buses and taken to the airport. All 100 of us went into the building and there we

joined up with some Ossetians. The passengers were quickly evacuated, but employees
remained at their posts. In the morning, two planes landed and we didn't interfere with
the work of the airport. The building was quickly taken under control.

We positioned ourselves on every floor. My assistant and | were on the seventh floor --
the roof. We were ordered to cover a high area about half a kilometer away so that no
one else could be there. We set up a machine gun.

RFE/RL: What was the point of seizing a civilian airport in Donetsk? The fighting
at that time was in a completely different place, near Slovyansk.

Gasparyan:  To prevent them from sending in troops from Kyiv. They told us no one
would fire at us. Just pose fo r the cameras and that's all. They would see us, get scared,
give up. We'd disarm everyone and send them home. The airport would be ours.

RFE/RL: Who do you mean?

Gasparyan:  The Ukrainian troops around the airport. There was gossip that supposedly

we were so tough and everyone was afraid of us. But it turned out just the opposite. At 2

p.m. the helicopters came. Then the airplanes, and they started bombing the place. | was

on the roof and with my aide, | managed to get to the sixth floor. It was a big attac k -1
counted four helicopters and two planes.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGpiMBMsvBI

RFE/RL: Did you have mobile antiaircraft weapons?

Gasparyan: Our commander from the Vostok Battalion [of volunteer fighters from

Russia], Aleksandr Khodakovsky [regional head of the elite Alfa special forces under
former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych], told us they wouldn't bomb the airport

and that "zenits" [shoulder -launched antiaircraft weapons] wouldn't be necessary. So we

left them at the base. Khodakovsky's snipers were there.

There were agents o f the Ukrainian SBU Security Service who had come over to the
Donetsk People's Republic. They had unusual rifles that I'd never seen before -- not
Dragunov sniper rifles. They left somewhere at about 1 p.m. and the bombing started at

2.

RFE/RL: What happen ed on your floor?

Gasparyan: One Chechen was killed on the roof immediately. Two others were
wounded. They fired on the helicopters with everything they had. It took me two or three

seconds to get up there. | fired on the high area from where a sniper was shooting at us.
They forced us tightly into the building and were bombing from all sides. They had

missile launchers around the perimeter of the airport and were firing on the terminal.

Khodakovsky naively thought that since the airport was new -- just ope ned for the
European soccer championships [in 2012] -- they wouldn't use heavy weapons on it. If
we had only had our antiaircraft weapons, none of that would have happened.

RFE/RL: Do you think it was betrayal or incompetence?

Gasparyan: | don't know. We |  ost a lot of men. One of the Chechens -- areally smart
guy -- threw a couple of smoke bombs onto the roof and managed to drag his wounded
comrades out. We made our way down to the first floor and were just sitting there,

waiting to be killed. We couldn't go outside. Someone contacted the commander -- aguy
called Spark -- and we were given the order to get into the trucks. It was nearly evening.
The trucks were standing inside -- in the terminal. | didn't want to get in. | knew how

risky it was. Spark told me, "If you question the order, I'll shoot you here." | took my
weapon and got in.

RFE/RL: How many men were in the truck?

Gasparyan:  There were two trucks with about 30 -35 men in each one. A covering squad
remained in the airport. They went out on foot a t night -- they all got away. Spark gave
the order to drive out of the terminal and to fire in all directions at anything that moved.

We lifted the covers  -- they were open trucks stuffed with volunteers. Our truck flew out

of the terminal and we begin to fire on both sides, up in the air, everywhere. We
proceeded along a road for about 4 or 5 kilometers. The trucks were about 500 or 600

meters apart. Two trucks speeding along, firing without stopping. It was terrifying.

It's true that | stopped firing when | saw that there was no one there. When we arrived
in the city, we saw that the first truck was standing in the road. | didn't understand what
had happened. Cars were driving around it and people were standing around -- it was the

edge of Donetsk.

RFE/RL: There were dead and wounded there?



Gasparyan:  We rushed pass at high speed. | didn't manage to look. Someone was still
shooting. After about 500 meters, someone fired on our truck with a grenade launcher.

The shell landed in the driver's cabin. We thought we'd been lucky, so we jumped out.
We got bruised up a little, but no one was hurt. The truck that they hit first got caught in

a crossfire from machine guns. There were also snipers firing at them. At least 30 men

died there -- no fewer.

Then they began firing on us too from somewhere. | dropped my weapon and grabbed
one wounded guy from Crimea. | loaded him on my back and ran blindly through some
yards. Our medic found us. He had a weapon, so | took it and started firing in all
directions, up onto the ro  ofs. And | ran further with the wounded guy.

RFE/RL: Did you know who controlled the city?

Gasparyan:  We were sure the city had been taken by the National Guard and that they

were looking for us. We came to an ambulance depot and | fired toward the roof a couple
of times to attract their attention. My comrade was bleeding badly. He'd been shot in the

arm and the leg. | shouted to the medics: "Save him! Help!" A woman shouted back:

"Don't worry, we are on your side!" We put the Crimean into an ambulance and they took
him to a hospital. | told them where the trucks were and six ambulances rushed out.

Soon they were bringing guys from the trucks to the hospital.

Someone told me that only three guys survived from the first truck. There was panic and
terror. Some one told me that one guy blew himself up with a grenade to avoid being
taken prisoner by the Ukrainians. They didn't understand that they were being attacked
by their own people. Someone apparently told local militiamen that Right Sector [a
Ukrainian natio nalist group that was part of the Maidan protest movement] fighters were
rushing down the highway in two trucks.

RFE/RL: What was the official story?

Gasparyan:  On television they said something like that the militias were transporting
unarmed wounded unde r the sign of the red cross and Ukrainian forces fired on them. At
that point, | still didn't know we'd been attacked by our own forces. | was sure it was the
National Guard. Sometime in the morning of the 27th, two guys from the cover group
that remained  at the airport woke me up. They told me that it was friendly fire.

We were asking what to do next. We decided to run away during the night, secretly, on
foot, back to the border and to Russia. We found some civilian clothes, changed into
them, took some ba ckpacks and left the unit. There was a driver with us who went by
"Shumakher." He told us that he had an uncle outside of Donetsk. Six of us arrived at
this private house to spend the night. On the morning of the 28th, we heard shouts from

a neighboring ho use: "Don't shoot! Don't kill us!" It turned out they sent a squad out
after us.

Fighting With The Deuvil

RFE/RL: How did they find you?

Gasparyan: | don't know. Maybe someone gave us away. We threw away our packs and
other things and ran off again. We were just wandering around the streets without any
money or documents. We came to a town and a checkpoint and told them our story.



They took us from the checkpoint to Horlivka [a city in eastern Ukraine's Donetsk Oblast]
to a commander by the name of "Devil." But that's a different story.

RFE/RL: Why did you spend two weeks with this Devil?

Gasparyan:  We didn't have any choice. | didn't know how to get away. Devil turned out
to be a normal guy, a professional soldier from Horlivka. He promised to send us back t
Russia at the first opportunity. All five of us stayed with him. We told them what had
happened to us, and he said he wouldn't turn us over to the "easterners." He left us
alone. Later, if anyone wanted to fight some more, they stayed. But | left.

RFE/RL : What did you do in Horlivka from May 28 until June 15?

Gasparyan: | put on a uniform again. We were given weapons and took part in several
operations. They were better organized, more systematic. We carried out some
diversions -- shuck around, blew somet hing up, snuck away. We blew up a Ukrainian

fuelling post in Dokuchayevsk. We snuck in quietly during the night in civilian cars. |
covered the position with a machine gun and they blew up the post with a grenade
launcher.

RFE/RL: Why did you blow up the f uel depot?

Gasparyan:  So they couldn't gas up their tanks and trucks.

RFE/RL: But didn't you need fuel?

Gasparyan: We didn't have any vehicles. Stuff like that only appeared among the
militias about three days after | left.

RFE/RL: What stories on televisi on that you've seen strike you as the most
outrageous and disturbing?

Gasparyan:  When they do interviews with people from the Donetsk People's Republic

[DNR in Russian]. The DNR is a really a fiction. The DNR, as | understand it, exists only

in the offices  of [self -proclaimed DNR Prime Minister Aleksandr] Borodai, [self - proclaimed
DNR parliament speaker Denis] Pushilin, [former Ukrainian parliament deputy Oleh]

Tsaryov. But decisions are made somewhere else and by other people.

RFE/RL: Journalists who have been in the region say that about 20 percent of
those fighting are Russians and the other 80 percent are local militias.

Gasparyan: I'd say exactly the opposite. Most of them are Russians, Chechens, Ingush.
There are also Armenians like me. | spoke to some locals and they say that they did what
they'd been told. | said, "What did they tell you to do?" They answered: "We voted. The

rest is up to you." That is, they participated in the referendum on DNR independence but

they don't intend to fight. One guy tol d me, "l want to get my pay and then drink until
my next payday.” In general, they have no experience. Don't know how to handle
weapons. No one had been in the military. I'm talking about in Donetsk.

RFE/RL: And in Horlivka?



Gasparyan:  There it is about 50 -50. But the Russians fight better. They are people who
have been in the military. It is a real army -- Ukraine hasn't [really] had an army for 23
years.

RFE/RL: Why are you telling us all this?

Gasparyan:  Until now, the people who -- basically -- betrayed us (what happened at the
airport could have been avoided and everything could have been different if they had
organized it right) are still giving orders and volunteers from Russia are still going to

serve with them. | want these people to understand who is going to be commanding
them. | went. | survived by a miracle. | feel sorry for them. They are on their way to

serve such commanders as Khodakovsky and others. | don't know all their names.

RFE/RL: How did you get back to Russia?

Gasparyan:  Devil kept hi s word. He thanked us, gave us each 1,000 hryvnyas for the
road, wished us luck, and sent us home. Three guys came with me. One who was
wounded and two others. We rode in civilian cars through Luhansk Oblast, avoiding the
customs point, about 150 kilometer s. We were met on the Russian side and they took us
to Rostov. We ended up at the same base where we'd been trained. They gave us back

our clothes, documents, telephones, some money for the road, and sent us home.

RFE/RL: You are a citizen of Armenia, from another country....

Gasparyan: | even fought under the Armenian flag. | have photos.

RFE/RL: Why would you be willing to die for a foreign country?

Gasparyan: | don't consider Russia a foreign country. | have the mentality of a Soviet
person. My grandfath ers fought for the Soviet Union and | am fighting for it. | don't
consider Russia a foreign country.

Crimea is being forced into 'Russification’

France 24 (27.08.2014) http://observers.france24.com/content/20140827 -crimea -
forced -russification -russia -ukraine - Nearly six months after its annexation by Russia,
Crimea 1 formerly an autonomous region in Ukraine T is rapidly undergoing

ARussi fi catougb rthiz.Rusglan t-Bpeaking majority appears satisfied with this
change, the Ukrainian -speaking minority says it is being discriminated against by the
new regime. On Sunday, a small group who gathered to celebrate Ukrainian
Independence Day were stopped by t he police.

On August 24, 1991, Ukraine proclaimed its independence from the Soviet Union. Since
then, this date has been set as Ukraine's national holiday. In this extremely tense

setting, while the separatist pro -Russia militia clashed with the Ukrainian army in the
east, commemorations were particularly important in both the capital Kiev and in the
western part of the country. In Sebastopol, Crimea, a dozen pro -Ukrainians also

attempted to celebra te the holiday . Our Observer Vikor Neganov, a former coordinator of
Sebastopol's pro -Ukrainian Euromaidan movement, was there.
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il me t up with several people in one place in the
formerly a statue of Petro Sahaidatchny , an important figure for Ukrainians. The statue

was taken down after Russia's annexation, but the base is still there, and we unfolded

the Ukrainian flag on it. We were t here for 20 minutes without any problem. Then, as |

was leaving with a friend, policemen came to arrest us. | asked them why, several times,

but they did not respond. They brought me to the station; they searched my car, my

bag, and all of my things. Then they let me go after three hours, with no explanations. |
had done this to express my Ukrainian pride. To me, there was nothing illegal about it,
even if | knew | was taking a risk: most of the people in Crimea are pro -Russian, and the

pro - Ukrainians are | ooked down upon and are increasingly becoming victims of
di scrimination. 0

On August 8, the Deputy Secretary General of Human Rights, lvan Simonovic, lamented

t he increase of Afharassment and di scriminationo
Ukrainians of Crime a, as well as towards the Tatars, a Muslim minority representing 12
percent of the population, and other religious minorities. He estimated that the freedoms

of expression, association, peaceful assembly, and religion have not been granted.
Between 15,000 and 18,000 people have fled Ukraine since the referendum on March 16.
Russia has already made its mark on the entirety of the peninsula: residents are already
being given Russian passports; prices are now in rubles; Ukrainian banks and service
stations hav e been replaced by Russian equivalents; and Russian flags have been hoisted
everywhere. According to our Observer, this new environment is not a good place to be
pro - Ukrainian.

Vitaly (not his real name) is pro - Ukrainian, and lives in Sebastopol.

fi |  dot dare demonstrate on Sunday; it was much too risky for me. | was afraid: | am
in opposition to the Russian annexation, and | feel that the police might stop me at any
moment, just on the pretext that | am Ukrainian. A number of Russian speakers feel all

by

too at home, and are fAtaking revengeodo on Ukrainians.
and accused of supporting Ukraine on false pretexts. It's better to be careful of what you

say in the street... It is not the Russia of Boris Yeltsin; this is really li ke going back to the

USSR. 0

Some Ukrainian policemen have traded their uniform without hesitation and Moscow has

sent a large number of Russian policemen to work with them. But above all, the
independent militia that formed during the crisis still exists, and they make the rules.
They make arbitrary arrests, then bring the people to the police.

Many things have changed. The minorities are oppressed: the Tatars do not have the

right to commemorate the day of their deportation by Stalin on May 18. The Const itution

stipulates three official languages, but it is not true T everything is done in Russian. The

prices have skyrocketed in the supermarkets, and if some pensions and salaries have

increased, support for large families and single mothers has been signi ficantly decreased.

But to me, the most notable change is that we may no longer elect our mayors: they will

now be chosen by local representatives, who will be elected Russian -styleé Suffice t
that Ukrainians are no longer represented in any way. | di d not go pick up my Russian

passport. | will wait until they force me. | do not feel Russian and | do not want to wait in
line to betray my country.o

Serguey Goulenko is a Russian -speaking journalist with the Crimean edition of the
Russian newspaper Komso mol 6 skaya Pravda.

AThose who demonstrated ar e provocateurs; t hey ar
Crimean people. A large majority of the population is happy to be annexed by Russia.
You only have to look at the endless lines of people picking up their R ussian passports.
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As the Russian administration is put into place, there is more paperwork than before. |

had to change all of my insurance, and get new papers for my car and for my apartment.

But at the same time, there is something reassuring about tha t. Russia is much more
bureaucratic, but thus more organised. In terms of the police, the restoration of order is
reassuring as well: the Ukrainian police were very poorly paid and were living mostly off
corruption. The Russians cleaned up some of those ba d practices, and raised salaries, so
the police are using these disreputable practices less often.

The salaries and the pensions have been tremendously increased, in the private sector

and especially in the public sector. One of my friends, a teacher, saw her pay increase
from 9,000 (190 euros) to 20,000 rubles (420 euros)! Generally speaking, the population

feels that everything has changed for the better, even if things are far from being

perfect. The prices in the supermarkets have increased and the tou rist season was very
poor, but that will improve, especially when we get linked to Russia by the bridge over
the Kerch Strait, which wild.l be great for our economy

Russian soldiers are in Ukraine

Radio Free Europe (26.08.2014) http://www.rferl.org/content/russian -soldiers -in-
ukraine/26551473.html - It was an "accident." That was Moscow's official response to

how a group of Russian paratroopers ended up in Ukraine. The soldiers -- apparently

from a division based in Kostroma, a city on the Volga River north of Moscow -- were

captured by Ukrainian forces, who posted videos of some of their interrogations online.

In what appear to be forced confessions in front of Ukraini an military personnel, they say
they were misled by their superiors, who told them they were going on a "training
exercise."

The videos appeared to confirm what Kyiv authorities had been claiming for months amid
denials from the Kremlin -- that Moscow is s upplying pro -Russian separatists with
military hardware and personnel.

The claims had largely been based on circumstantial evidence. But since mid -August, as
Russia has attempted to staunch Ukrainian gains against the militants, that evidence has
mounted s teadily.

On August 14, journalists from two British newspapers reported seeing an armored
convoy enter Ukraine from the Russian side of the border. Moscow said the reporters'
claims were "not true."

The next day, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko claime d that Ukrainian forces had
"destroyed" the convoy. Moscow called the claim, still unverified, a "phantom" act.

Then, on August 25 a mysterious funeral was held for two paratroopers in Pskov,
according to Russian media reports. Moscow has not commented.

And now there is the case of the 10 paratroopers, and the video evidence presented by
the Ukrainian authorities.
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Kyiv says there are 10 Russian captives in all. Ukrainian officials released videos of four
of them early on August 26. In separate interrogation s, the young men's faces appear
slightly swollen. Their answers appear designed to please their captors.

Moscow, for the first time confirming the presence of Russian troops in Ukraine, admitted
that the men were indeed its servicemen. But it says their pr esence there is mere
happenstance.

They crossed the border "by accident at an unequipped and unmarked zone, and as far
as | know they didn't resist the armed forces of Ukraine," an unidentified source from
Russia's Defense Ministry told the RIA Novosti state news agency

A satellite view of the border area near Amvrosiyivka, where Kyiv says the soldiers were
apprehend ed, shows most of the border marked by hedgerows, although there are some
narrow gaps.

The Russian explanation comes a day after a closed military funeral held in Pskov, some

1,600 kilometers from Ukraine's separatist -controlled eastern border with Russia. There,
according to reporting by the independent Slon.ru website and "Pskov Province," a local
publication, families buried Leonid Kichatkin and Aleksandr Osipov.

Photos show two Russian Orthodox crosses, about 10 meters apart -- both covered in
floral wr eaths. Osipov's gravestone engraving says he died on August 20 and Kichatkin
on August 19. There is no information about ho w or where they died.

A Ukrainian journalist for Inter Television had posted a series of photos to his Facebook

page on August 21, including documents and weapons parts -- allegedly taken after
fighting in Luhansk. The journalist wrote that the material co uld be traced back to a
Pskov paratrooper division, and thus present circumstantial evidence that the soldiers

had died fighting in Ukraine.

Among the photos is the driver's license of llya Maksimov, a paratrooper serving in a

Pskov paratrooper division. S peaking to reporters from the southern Russian city of
Saratov, his mother, Lyubov Maksimova, said she had lost contact with her son on
August 17. He had told her he would be conducting military operations near Rostov -- the
closest city to Ukraine's eastern border.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Poroshenko met on August 26 in Minsk with EU
mediators to discuss a solution to the conflict, which began in April, when armed
militants began seizing buildings in Ukraine's Donetsk and Luhansk regions. The conflict
has since claimed over 2,000 lives.

But in what could be a sign for Kyiv that the presence of paratroopers in Ukraine is more
than just a single Russian volley, new f ighting has broken out in the Ukrainian city of
Novoazovsk -- well outside the zone of territory currently controlled by separatists.

Lying on the Azov Sea, just 12 kilometers from the Russian border, it is on the road that
leads to the Ukrainian port city of Mariupol and then on to Crimea, which Russia annexed
in March.

Kyiv has accused Russia of shelling the city from its side of the border and a commander
of Ukraine's Azov Battalion claimed on Facebook on August 25 that a convoy of 50
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armored vehicles ha d crossed into Ukrainian territory and had attempted to reach
Mariupol.

And in an unconfirmed charge, Andriy Lysenko, a spokesman for Ukraine's National
Security and Defense Council, said Russian troops had also begun using helicopters to
fire missiles at  Ukrainian positions for the first time, killing four border guards in an
attack.

Lysenko dismissed Moscow's most recent denials. "We think it was not a mistake, it was
a special mission,” he said of the captured paratroopers. "The Russian military leadersh ip
must think about what they are doing."

Violations of the rights of Ukrainian female pilot Nadiya
Savchenko by Russia

HRWF (25.08.2014) -In an email addressed to Human Rights Without Frontiers , the
Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the UN Office in Geneva is recalling that "the
Government of Ukraine reiterates its resolute protest over the abduction from the

territory of Ukraine of Ukrainian servicewoman Nadia Savchenko by the terrorist
organization ‘'Luhansk people's republic’, her illegal movement to the territory of the
Russian Federation and her illegal arrest in the pre -trial detention center in the city of
Voronezh, the Russian Federation" and has joined a summary of the violations of the

rights of Nadia Savchenko.

Violations of Rights of Nadia Savch enko

1. Kidnapping with the involvement of Russian authorities. Ms. Savchenko
was captured on June 17 by terrorists of the "Luhansk people's republic’, and moved
from Ukraine to Russia by armed men on June 23; at the final point of their route, they

gave her into the hands of Russian police followed by unidentified armed men in uniforms

without insignia, who did not conceal their affiliation with Russian security agencies, but

refused to identify themselves. Most time of the trip, she was handcu ffed and blindfolded.
She remained in the custody of those people until her arrest on June 30.

2. Unlawful imprisonment. Between June 24 and 30, Ms. Savchenko was
confined in a hotel in Voronezh by armed guards, who prevented her from exiting the
room, approaching the windows, or talking to anyone but guards. They removed her cell
phone and did not allow her to call relatives or the Ukrainian consul. During that period,
she was visited only by investigator of the Investigation Committee of the Russ ian
Federation Dmitry Manshin and his colleagues.

3. Deprivation of the right to defense. The interrogation by the investigator
took place in the absence of a defense lawyer. Under Russian laws, the suspect must be
interrogated in the presence of a free lawyer invited by the investigator. The witness is
interrogated in the presence of a lawyer only when the fees are covered by the witness.

Ms. Savchenko was interrogated as a witness, though the questions were related to her
possible role in deaths  of Russian journalists Igor Korneliuk and Anton Voloshin that took
place on June 17, shortly before she was captured by the terrorists. She was not granted

an opportunity to contact a lawyer or consul prior to the interrogation. The interrogations
took pla ce from June 24 till 28. On June 30, she was changed into civilian clothes bought
for her (she wore military uniform since the moment of capture) and taken from the
hotel to the building of the Investigation Committee, where she was informed of her
detenti on on the suspicion of abetting murder. For the first time, she was allowed to



meet her lawyer. Later on, she was taken into custody on the basis of a court decision;
she remains in custody until now. The term of arrest expires on August 30, but it is
expe cted that it will be extended.

4. Deprivation of consular protection. Ukrainian Consul in Russia Gennady
Breskalenko made repeated attempts to visit her in Voronezh detention facility, but was
not allowed to do so, allegedly because of the need to obtain permission from Moscow -

based investigator. The Ukrainian Consulate was not informed that Ms. Savchenko was in
Russia under custody in the hotel, and she was prevented from contacting the Consulate.

Only on July 16, the Ukrainian Consul was allowed to visit her for the first time. When he
tried to visit her again in late July, he was refused to do so, because the limit of visits (2

per month) was exceeded, though consular visits are not included in the limit.

5. Violation of the right to def ense in native language. Although Ms.
Savchenko was interrogated with the involvement of an interpreter invited by the
investigator, the documents supporting investigation's request to the court regarding her
arrest were not translated into Ukrainian. Beca use of that, the consideration of appeal
against her arrest was postponed by two weeks and took place only on July 25. Only
some of the documents were translated into Ukrainian, but the court of appeals upheld
the arrest.

6. Consideration of arres t by the court in a closed session. Both the session
of Novousmansky Rayon Court that considered the arrest of Ms. Savchenko, and the first
session of Voronezh Court of Appeals on July 10, were closed and offered no access of

public and press, contrary to the law. In the latter case, the Ukrainian Consul was also
refused access; he arrived to the court building but was not permitted to enter the court
room.

Voronezh Regional Court, after considering an appeal lodged by the defense team
of Ukrainian pilot Na dia Savchenko |, has decided to leave herin custody until August 30.

Lithuanian Honorary Consul, Mykola Zelenets, killed by
pro - Russian rebels in Eastern Ukraine

Cubic Lane http://www.cubiclane.com/2014/08/22/lithuanian -honorary -consul -mykola -

zelenets -killed -rebels -eastern -ukraine -20344 (22.08.2014) - A Lithuanian Honorary

Consul, Mykola Zelenets, was kidnapped and killed in Lug ansk, the stronghold of pro -

Russi an rebel s in the east of Ukrai ne, said the he
Linkevicius on his Twitter account . il 6ve | earned wi
Consul of Lithuania in Lugansk, Mykola Zelenets, was kidn apped and brutally killed by

the terrorists,o the minister said while in visit in
Hundreds of people have been kidnapped by pro -Russian separatists since the beginning

of the conflict in mid - April including journalists, pro -Ukrainian activists, prie  sts, ordinary

citizens and international observers. Amnesty International denounced in a report in July
the hundreds of abductions committed mostly by armed separatists whose victims often
are subjected to torture.
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Concerns about mobilisation and conscrip tion in Western
Ukraine

HRWH (16.08.2014) - In August, families of conscripts in Western Ukraine have
expressed their concerns and sometimes opposition to mobilization of their young people

as their feared they would be sent to fight in Eastern Ukraine. T he OSCE Special
Monitoring Mission (SMM) followed the issue.

1 August: In Chernivtsi , the SMM met the deputy head of the Storzhynets district (33

km south -east of Chernivtsi), who said that anti -mobilization protests had recently
petered out. According t o the interlocutor, ongoing dialogue between local communities
and police and military had helped to improve information about mobilisation procedures,

and had therefore reduced protest actions among inhabitants.

7 August:  The deputy head of Prypruttya v illage's council (20km east of Chernivtsi )
told the SMM that removal of the roadblocks on 25 -28 July in the area had taken place
thanks to dialogue with regional and district military authorities and the Governor, who

promised that nobody from the village would be drafted into the Ukrainian Army in the

near future. However, the village's council deputy head said, villagers did not trust this
reassurance, and protests could resume if new draft notices from the Military
Commissariat were issued. According to him, in Prypruttya, 177 people have received
mobilisation orders, but most were working abroad.

8 August:  In Pokrovske (130km southeast of Dnipropetrovsk city) the SMM observed a
protest against mobilisation. Approximately 50 women gathered in front of t he district
administration building. The protestors dispersed after two hours. No incidents were

reported. The women said that they on 6 August had met representatives of the military

recruitment office, the district council and the prosecutor's office to discuss the issue of
mobilisation.

10 August: A number of local people in Krasnoilysk village (42 km south of Chernivtsi

city) told the SMM on 10 August that local authority representatives had given
guarantees that local men mobilized would not be sent to the east to fight in the on -
going security operation. They said the guarantees had helped to end the protests

against mobilization which had been taking place throughout the region. The
interlocutors, however, were worried that these undertakings would not be honoured.

In Kelmentsi (90 km northwest of Chernivtsi city), members of an NGO collecting non -
lethal supplies for soldiers fighting in the east told the SMM on 10 August that
approximately 30 soldiers form Kelmentsi district were deployed in the e ast.

On 9 August the "self -defence" co -ordinator of Ivano -Frankivsk city told the SMM that

"self -defence" volunteers - initially 100 but later approximately 450 - would soon be
formed into a battalion, which would be sent to fight in the east. He added th at finding
volunteers was not a problem - the challenge was equipment. He also warned that efforts

to de -stabilise western Ukraine were underway, evidenced, he said, by the recent attack

on the mayor's residence in Lviv city. He also said the influx of IDP s into the region

provided good cover for people wishing to de - stabilise the region.

The chief of police in Boryslav (90 km south of Lviv city) told the SMM on 8 August that

there had been no problems in implementing partial mobilization in the town. Mem bers of
a local "self -defence" group, however, told the SMM on the same day that some people in

the town had mixed feelings about mobilisation, concerned specifically that draftees were

being sent to fight in Donbas without the necessary equipment. The "se If-defence” group
members added that their organisation's focus was on ensuring such aid reached the

troops.



11 August: The deputy head of the village council of Krasnoyilsk (42 km south of
Chernivtsi  city) told the SMM that 68 men from the village had r eceived mobilisation
orders but none of them had responded as they were all working abroad.

12 August: Ukrainian MoD officials gave a press briefing in Lviv city to journalists,
clarifying legal issues related to the "Anti -Terrorism Operation” in the eas t, mostly
focusing on the laws governing mobilisation and conscription. Ministry of Defence and

municipal officials had, during protests in the region in the previous weeks actively

engaged with protesters, explaining processes and apparently offering reas surances. The
protests subsequently petered out.

13 August: In Chernivtsi  the SMM observed approximately 175 military personnel and
40 civilians at the entrance to the barracks. The civilians protested against a plan for
soldiers' deployment to different barracks/training grounds in the country, where they
supposedly will receive additional training. The protestors said that they fear that, in
reality, soldiers would be sent to eastern Ukraine.

14 August: The SMM observed approximately 50 -60 people prot esting at the military
barracks in  Chernivtsi city. The large majority of protesters were female (mothers,
daughters and wives of the draftees). A protestor stated that those drafted were going to

be sent to Lviv for further training and then possibly depl oyed to eastern Ukraine.
Reportedly, the military authorities informed family members that they have to file a

formal complaint with the local prosecutor's office in order to oppose draft lists and
deployment plans, they added. Family members of the drafte es stated that they could
not afford to hire attorneys but would still file complaints. The SMM observed blankets

and sleeping bags in front of the barracks and protesters confirmed their readiness to

stay night and day at the site.

Russian 'humanitarian "trucks: Half  -empty or half -
emptied?
KHRP (15.08.2014) - http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1408107187 - Since wri ting

the words below it has become clear that very many of the trucks are virtually empty
arousing the suspicion either that something other than aid needed to be unloaded
before the check, or that the whole 'humanitarian convoy' performance was aimed at
distracting attention from other movement, quite possibly of Russian military equipment,
across the border.

First journalist reports suggest that a number of the Russian military trucks in the
'humanitarian convoy' have little in them at all. Timur Olevsk y from TV Dozhd says
(http://tvrain.ru/articles/gruzoviki_stojat_polupustye_timur_olevskij_osmotrel_gumanita
rnyj_konvoj_na_granitse_s_rossiej -374060/ ) that he has been able to see the inside of
several of the KAMAZ trucks specially paint white for this 'humanitarian' e xercise. What
was immediately noticeable, he says, is that those he saw, while indeed, containing
buckwheat, water, etc., were less than a third full. This is confirmed by tweets from FT
journalist Courtney Weaver who writes that a lot of them are mostly empty
(https://twitter.com/courtneymoscow/status/500198661503352832 ).

If the trucks were always a third o r less full, and 280 were first painted white and blessed
by an Orthodox priest as a propaganda exercise, its success must be seriously
qguestioned.  That, however, cannot be known since despite entirely false claims from the
Kremlin and Russian Foreign Min  istry, the International Red Cross were never shown the
paperwork and were not able to check the contents.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pK9cu60OnMCOl_XY1oYbqwLOeOVoHPjNnJnvEe80hNswRWVSpkp4L3jcw_sgRMFrgI3KF6ABameUZTQLybuITmc6nPxJQo3VVvLUhcs0ID2UIQLOHzFZmaJGPQZNER795RCWbgxUw08lDxTCMHTEI8U1nYodkRaKPBfTmceXZqlZ1aAKs8NHqVNXRn-z-6VyCi9OdSrtsGSlDrdvXzXY0g==&c=B_1RgsNfR1Toly4PiPP103akbDdJ3GrJLOILETL9gTlYiyySo5d9qg==&ch=g5Z1tqvbfMnF6OllqRMoOUxPaPClX2GHVdZGdPDalEG2admX79kBcA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pK9cu60OnMCOl_XY1oYbqwLOeOVoHPjNnJnvEe80hNswRWVSpkp4L3jcw_sgRMFrMnktzhWG-jkRaZuSTXc3c3eX34iuXiFhu3YE3Qj2R74Ooq3Lm24TJ9nxWNiingsEGh5fs1lENSXa38aWzM-kDmu9RWvDQBUILpKin9zNabtX2fq1JK8gTU1y9Lx-Yb02oYJc3ct2WoIRmHh9En3Z2uyW6BYfD2WbW3eCWQG-9-Xkjrke-0J9iej06-0La8Dme259gMpVEAk1Pm87DZ17vJJO5TwUEELUGZnFXhFt-1iIdH1rSFoL5PVGWvIr2G0w&c=B_1RgsNfR1Toly4PiPP103akbDdJ3GrJLOILETL9gTlYiyySo5d9qg==&ch=g5Z1tqvbfMnF6OllqRMoOUxPaPClX2GHVdZGdPDalEG2admX79kBcA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pK9cu60OnMCOl_XY1oYbqwLOeOVoHPjNnJnvEe80hNswRWVSpkp4L3jcw_sgRMFrMnktzhWG-jkRaZuSTXc3c3eX34iuXiFhu3YE3Qj2R74Ooq3Lm24TJ9nxWNiingsEGh5fs1lENSXa38aWzM-kDmu9RWvDQBUILpKin9zNabtX2fq1JK8gTU1y9Lx-Yb02oYJc3ct2WoIRmHh9En3Z2uyW6BYfD2WbW3eCWQG-9-Xkjrke-0J9iej06-0La8Dme259gMpVEAk1Pm87DZ17vJJO5TwUEELUGZnFXhFt-1iIdH1rSFoL5PVGWvIr2G0w&c=B_1RgsNfR1Toly4PiPP103akbDdJ3GrJLOILETL9gTlYiyySo5d9qg==&ch=g5Z1tqvbfMnF6OllqRMoOUxPaPClX2GHVdZGdPDalEG2admX79kBcA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pK9cu60OnMCOl_XY1oYbqwLOeOVoHPjNnJnvEe80hNswRWVSpkp4L3jcw_sgRMFrw68gz2rZ4S8nRTE3zLwjsTUr2O2_75s8_3nOu4UqlKliIkoCGK0kVHoQg_bDYt9vi70h0yf8Ux-HwIJnMC8dihlDlQXTuP05ClGPO0dlVnXU4GD5eTwMcEjvI6HTOuU7C1a_FOoxw6jqNRp9ExNd32KsipPv_ASF&c=B_1RgsNfR1Toly4PiPP103akbDdJ3GrJLOILETL9gTlYiyySo5d9qg==&ch=g5Z1tqvbfMnF6OllqRMoOUxPaPClX2GHVdZGdPDalEG2admX79kBcA==

The 280 trucks were supposed to arrive at the border crossing in Kharkiv oblast two days

ago in order to be checked and transferred to IRC vehicl es, under the latter's
supervision.  Moscow refused to allow this, and the trucks abruptly changed direction and
headed for the Luhansk oblast which is under Kremlin -backed militant control.

Had they crossed that border, this would have been an overt act of aggression.

They did not, stopping instead some 20 kilometres from the border, however Western
journalists witnessed a column of Russian military vehicles, including armed personnel

carriers, crossing the same border. Reports of at least 23 such ve hicles crossing on
Thursday night were immediately posted by both Shaun Walker from the Guardian and

Roman Oliphant from the Daily Telegraph.

This is also Russian aggression. Unconcealed at that. The vehicles did not even switch
off their headlights, a nd crossed in an area so close to the 280 trucks that Russian
military personnel would have been well -aware that the movement would be noticed and
recorded.

Earlier on Thursday, Jeremy Bender was reporting for the Business Insider that the
convoy " of unm arked white trucks to Ukraine, and the supposed humanitarian mission is
now being accompanied by heavy offensive Russian military equipment.”

The trucks of supplies have been joined by helicopters, surface -to-air missile systems,
and possible anti -aircra ft weapons systems. ... The Tunguska probably isn't the only anti

aircraft weapon traveling with the convoy, as this photo of a currently unidentified

weapon system demonstrates: Russian military helicopters have been flying alongside

the convoy as well.

The Russian convoy has raised a number of red flags, even aside from this heavy
contingent of guns and armor. The convoy has failed to abide by conditions put in place

by both Ukraine and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) - the convoy is
traveling under the ICRC flag, yet the organization has not been able to verify the

contents of the trucks. "

Last weekend the US, UK and probably other countries made it unequivocally clear to
Russia that any attempt to force the so -called 'humanitarian ~ convoy' into Ukraine without
Ukraine's consent would be treated as Russian invasion.

While the 'humanitarian' load may have remained on Russian territory, heavy military
technology did not.

A round table dedicated to Crimean Tatar rights to take
pla ce in Kyiv
QHA (07.08.2014) - A round table titled "Crimean Tatars are indigenous people of
Crimea, Ukraine" will take place in Kyiv August 8, on the eve of International Day of

indigenous peoples.

Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa Jemilev is supposed to atten d the event.



Head of Mejlis of Crimean Tatar people Refat Chubarov, chairman of Maidan of Foreign
Affairs, president of Crimean Expert Center Andrey Klimenko and president of Institute of
Civil Society Rustem Ablyatifov are also to participate in the rou nd table.

Among the key topics that will be discussed there are: national self -government bodies,
as institutions for the protection of rights of the Crimean Tatars; indigenous status for

Crimean Tatars in the context of their right for self -determinatio n; legislative initiatives
to regulate the status of Crimean Tatar people; recommendations of international
organizations and monitoring structures.

The event, supported by the European Union and the International 'Vozrojdeniye' Fund,
is organized by Ukr ainian NGOs, such as 'Coalition for Combating Discrimination in
Ukraine', 'Information Centre on Human Rights' and 'Crimean Expert Center'.

Ambassador Kostiantyn Yelisieiev has provided the EU
side with the evidence of Russiabds suf
and called for tougher sanctions

UNIAN (15.07.2014)

http://www.unian.ua/politics/939808 -ukrajina -nadala -es-dokazi -pidtrimki -rosieyu -
separatistiv_-ta-zaklikala -do-jorstkishih -sanktsiy.html - Ambassador Kostiantyn Yelisieiev
has provided the EU side with the documented facts that pro -Russian armed groups in
Eastern Ukraine were supported by Russia and e ncouraged to impose tougher sanctions
against Moscow on the EU summit (16 July 2014).

On Tuesday VYelisieiev made such a comment to UNIAN agency, referring to the
expectations of the EU  summit on July 16 and adoption of the European Parliament
resolutio n on Ukraine on Thursday. According to the Ukrainian diplomat, he provided the
partners from the member states, the EU institutions and Members of the European

Parliament with the documented facts of direct support by Russia the illegal armed
terrorist gr oups operating in eastern Ukraine. "We draw the attention of European
partners to the fact that after the approval of the of the European Council Conclusions of

27 June, which included a number of specific requirements to Russia, and with the
success of An ti Terrorist Operation the facts of Moscow intervention became more

ferocious. The transfer across the borders of modern military equipment, which is in
service in Russian army can not be considered as constructive contribution to the de -
escalation of the  situation in Ukraine", - said Yelisieiev.

In this regard, he expressed hope that following the meeting of the European Council of
16 July the EU would decide to impose tougher sanctions against Russia.

"This is - the moment of truth for the EU. Expre ssion of the solidarity with Ukraine
would be consistent and logical step. Member states should put international law,
common democratic values and common sense above their business and energy
interests", - said the Representative of Ukraine to the EU.

At night from 12 to 13 of July the ATO Forces managed
to prevent entry of Russian troops in Ukraine

Info Resist (13.07.2014) / http://inforesist.org/en/at -night -from -12-to-13-of-july -the -
ato -forces - managed -to-prevent -entry -of-russian -troops -in-ukraine/ - At night from
12th to 13th of July Ukraine was on the brink of a full scale war with Russia. All operating



http://www.unian.ua/politics/939808-ukrajina-nadala-es-dokazi-pidtrimki-rosieyu-separatistiv-ta-zaklikala-do-jorstkishih-sanktsiy.html
http://www.unian.ua/politics/939808-ukrajina-nadala-es-dokazi-pidtrimki-rosieyu-separatistiv-ta-zaklikala-do-jorstkishih-sanktsiy.html

units of the Ukrainian Armed Forces and the National Guard were put on a high alert, all
the aircraft was ready to take off in the air. Interceptors S u27 and Mig29 were raised in
the air. It was expected that Russia will start targeted bombing of  the Ukrainian ATO
Forces, to cover move of the main group of Russian troops towards Donetsk and

Luhansk.

Today at 00:45 a convoy of Russian armoured vehicles e ntered Ukrainian territory via the

border c¢crossing point Al zvarinoo. Di fferent sources
State Border Agency estimate this to be from 100 to 200 vehicles. These are tanks, APCs

and armoured Kamaz vehicles. It was only ON E of the main attacking groups under

Russian flags and without insignia. Some of the vehicles had marking of peacekeeping

Russian Forces. At the same a constant shelling from
of Ukrainian units in the area of the border w ith Russia was carried out from the territory

of the Russian Federation.

Aviation was raised and all types of troops and forces were put on high alert. For the first

time the attack aircraft was reinforced by air cover i interceptors, as Russian
opposition of air defence system was expected. However, the Russians at the last
moment did not dare to cross the border of Ukraine. As a result, the convoy was attacked

from the air, part of the equipment destroyed, part went back to Russia.

A source inthe ATOzon e wrote in his bl og: fi | draw your attent
the situation: for the first time during the conflict eyewitnesses indicate that the vehicles

were under the RUSSIAN FLAG! (not some Georgian or DPR or LPR ribbons).

Management of the ATO an d other relevant agencies clearly considered the actions

of Russiaasa mi | i tary invasion on the territory of Ukraine

The President Petro Poroshenko, the Speaker of the Parliament and the Cabinet were

immediately informed about break through of Russian t roops. Thanks to the full

mobilization of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, effective work of the air defence and aviation

of Ukraine, full readiness of the General Staff to repel the Russian troops, Russia did not

risk to carry out an open aggression taking int 0 account both the political losses and

potential multi -thousand losses from possible strikes of the Ukrainian Army in the ATO

zone, personnel of which consists of more than 50,000 troops, hundreds of tanks, BMP

and APC, with cover provided by strategic ar tillery (MLRS ASmercho, fiur
i MS TR0, AHIi atsinto). Several other operational batta
the border with Ukraine, fearing to be scattered.

Understanding the complexity of the situation, the General Staff decided to brin g
forward the operation to free Lugansk, closing on the city from the Western and Eastern

directions, putting the task to liberate the city during the next few days and split LPR

group into several parts. As a result of the operation the Luhansk airport wa s freed by
lunchtime and most of the main roads from the West and the South were cut off by

Ukrainian Forces. Enemy force of 50 combat vehicles, which tried to break through

towards Alchevsk were destroyed by Ukrainian artillery and aviation. By the evenin g of
July 13 Ukrainian troops moved into neighborhood of Luhansk and special units stormed
strongholds of the separatist on the city itself. At present, according to eyewitness
reports, LPR units in Luhansk are completely blocked. Remains of separatists r etreated

towards Alchevsk; there is a constant patrol of Ukrainian aviation in the air to counteract
possible breakthrough of armoured groups from Russia.

According to a source in the ATO headquarters the situation remains tense. At the same

time taking co ntrol over Luhansk is a matter of few days if Russia will not make large -
scale attempts to break through the border with Ukraine with armoured groups. It is also

known that the General Staff of the Russian Army discusses options to carry out an air

strike on Ukrainian Forces in the ATO zone, but they fear counteraction of the Ukrainian

air defence, also they do not have enough intelligence about the situation in the

ATO zone. At the same time Ukrainian troops successfully storm strongholds of militants

in D onetsk, expecting to completely surround the capital of Donnas in the next few days.



Losses of militants over the past two days are estimated at around 1000 T 2000 people
and 100 -150 units of various military equipment.

An InfoResist source from the ATO zo ne confirmed this information.

Ukrainian refugees arrival in North Caucasus may raise
tensions in region

North Caucasus Weekly - Volume 15, Issue 13 (11.07.2014) - As the crisis in Russian -

Ukrainian relations deepens, Ukrainian refugees are turning up in unlikely locations, such

as the North Caucasus. An estimated 200 refugees from eastern Ukraine, who went to

North Ossetia, have been put up in local resorts and more are expected to arrive as

fighting continues. Refugees are also being used in the Russian propaganda war against

Ukraine as well. The Rossiya state TV channel, for example, gave this explanation for

why Ukrainian refugees cannot go home: iThe new UKkr
using well -known methods of instilling fear. They Kkill civilians , shoot at cars with
refugees, and now have even startevdst.msiuly4). propaganda

Pro- Russia refugees are fleeing to Russia, while pro - Ukraine refugees are fleeing to othe r
parts of Ukraine. In both countries, it appears, the volunteer organizations are doing the

lion's share of work to find emergency shelter and satisfy the most urgent needs of

displaced individuals (  Svoboda.org , July 4).

The Russian media, of course, focuses on one side of the story and ignores the actions of

the pro -Russia armed forces in Ukraine. Sometimes, the approach of the Russian media
takes grotesque forms. For example, after pro -Russia forces took residents of one of the
vill ages near Luhansk hostage, the Russian media rep
the villagers captived as if the civilians in the vil

can be taken prisoner (  Gazeta.ru , June 18).

It is interesting to note that the refugees from eastern Ukraine were sent to the North

Caucasus despite the fact that the situation there is far from quiet and stable. Resettling
Ukrain ian refugees in North Ossetia may still be justified, as the situation in that republic
is relatively stable. However, even Dagestan, the most violent republic in the North

Caucasus, has received an  estimated 400 refugees from Ukraine, and more might follo w
(Ravktv.ru , June 30). The head of Ingushetia, Yunus -Bek Yevkurov, stated that his
republic was prepared to take in as many as 300 refugees ( Ingushetia.ru , June 18), but

no hosts had been identified as of July 6. Chechnya has reportedly accommodated 140

refugees from Ukraine & mostly people who had formerly resided in Chechnya and had

l eft for Ukraine. Chechny ad scogdreceive anoieen 40 persoas ed t hat i
from Ukraine ( Kavkazky Uzel , July 2).

Yevkurovods readiness to receive refugees from Ukr
AOverpopul ated with it s paoblicnofingashatiawalleraceive tetugees R e

from Ukraine,” one blogger wrote. "At the same time, as the head of Ingushetia visited

the places of internally displaced persons (IDPs) from the Chechen Republic and North

Ossetia in the city of Karabulak in orde r to squeeze them out, his government undertook

measures to prepare places for the refugees, who are coming from the rebellious Donbas

r egi oStomus2012.livejournal.com , July 2).

The seemingl y voluntary effort by the North Caucasus republics to take more Ukrainian
refugees may not be exactly voluntary. In fact, the Regnum news agency, which is close
to the Russian government, reported that Russi abds eme


http://app.bronto.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=500&id=g3bsvk0jbxekekb6xvurdvuaemom9&id2=1xjof7lgttr1es4064pikq5txutyf&subscriber_id=avbjeuucaaoyjdavcnnmvfyaemhlbdj&delivery_id=bqntepnriciqnuujrcoicngwxhkcbhn&tid=3.AfQ.T4un.Cw4q.AWWbAg..AtF8Cw.b..l.A6RL.a.U8B5IA.U8B5IA.bK9gQQ&td=XXXXX
http://app.bronto.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=500&id=g3bsvk0jbxekekb6xvurdvuaemom9&id2=clbify0ijgwwrd9bswbergzs2iokv&subscriber_id=avbjeuucaaoyjdavcnnmvfyaemhlbdj&delivery_id=bqntepnriciqnuujrcoicngwxhkcbhn&tid=3.AfQ.T4un.Cw4q.AWWbAg..AtF8Cw.b..l.A6RL.a.U8B5IA.U8B5IA.bK9gQQ&td=XXXXX
http://app.bronto.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=500&id=g3bsvk0jbxekekb6xvurdvuaemom9&id2=7z15033z3xljhjlkwo3dbbo5ko4yy&subscriber_id=avbjeuucaaoyjdavcnnmvfyaemhlbdj&delivery_id=bqntepnriciqnuujrcoicngwxhkcbhn&tid=3.AfQ.T4un.Cw4q.AWWbAg..AtF8Cw.b..l.A6RL.a.U8B5IA.U8B5IA.bK9gQQ&td=XXXXX
http://app.bronto.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=500&id=g3bsvk0jbxekekb6xvurdvuaemom9&id2=kbo4sp1wx4uvamkpwih674efz6nu0&subscriber_id=avbjeuucaaoyjdavcnnmvfyaemhlbdj&delivery_id=bqntepnriciqnuujrcoicngwxhkcbhn&tid=3.AfQ.T4un.Cw4q.AWWbAg..AtF8Cw.b..l.A6RL.a.U8B5IA.U8B5IA.bK9gQQ&td=XXXXX
http://app.bronto.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=500&id=g3bsvk0jbxekekb6xvurdvuaemom9&id2=c2un7k6svpf7kg5s903biqpap3niq&subscriber_id=avbjeuucaaoyjdavcnnmvfyaemhlbdj&delivery_id=bqntepnriciqnuujrcoicngwxhkcbhn&tid=3.AfQ.T4un.Cw4q.AWWbAg..AtF8Cw.b..l.A6RL.a.U8B5IA.U8B5IA.bK9gQQ&td=XXXXX
http://app.bronto.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=500&id=g3bsvk0jbxekekb6xvurdvuaemom9&id2=jfn0gokl6ipf4zjwy8z4hk0ezyuvi&subscriber_id=avbjeuucaaoyjdavcnnmvfyaemhlbdj&delivery_id=bqntepnriciqnuujrcoicngwxhkcbhn&tid=3.AfQ.T4un.Cw4q.AWWbAg..AtF8Cw.b..l.A6RL.a.U8B5IA.U8B5IA.bK9gQQ&td=XXXXX
http://app.bronto.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=500&id=g3bsvk0jbxekekb6xvurdvuaemom9&id2=kev5oz57ey736kckx1jfsv42b5dv9&subscriber_id=avbjeuucaaoyjdavcnnmvfyaemhlbdj&delivery_id=bqntepnriciqnuujrcoicngwxhkcbhn&tid=3.AfQ.T4un.Cw4q.AWWbAg..AtF8Cw.b..l.A6RL.a.U8B5IA.U8B5IA.bK9gQQ&td=XXXXX

Ingushet i a6s government to prepare 190 spaRegmmiugr refug
July 2). Tens of thousands of IDPs from North Ossetia fled to Ingushetia after the

Ossetian -Ingush conflict of 1992, some of them still do not have adequate housing. The

flow of IDPs from Chechnya during two Russian -Chechen wars was even higher and hit

Ingushetia quite hard.

The most controversial situation can be found in Kabardino -Balkaria, which has also
received doz ens of refugees from Ukraine. The republican leadership announced that
Kabardino -Bal kari a was prepared to receive 500 children
sanatoria and health rehabilitation summer camps ( Kavkazsky Uzel , June 19). This
approach is quite interesting because the Russian government was quite inattentive to
Circassian demands to help ethnic Circassians, who suffered in the Syrian civil war,

relocate to the North Caucasus. While it initially allowed some refugees from Syria to
come to Russia, the policy was later reversed, some Circassian organizations were
accused of fabricating evidence to obtain business visas for potential asylum claimants,

and many refugees were deported. Moscow provided very little accommodation for the
Circassian refugees from Syria, but appears to be sending around requests to the north
Caucasus republics to accommodate ethnic Russians from Ukraine. This suggests that

ethnic non -Russian refugees are the victim s of discriminatory treatment and are part of a

bid by Moscow to resettle the region with ethnic Slavs, in order to replace those ethnic

Russians who have fled the region in the past several decades.

Already overburdened by unemployment, ethnic tensions and rebel violence, the North
Caucasus republics now have to deal with yet another influx of refugees. Most of the
refugees coming from Ukraine have little experience of living in the North Caucasus. The
dozens of ethnic Russian refugees from Ukraine are u nlikely to destabilize the North
Caucasus republics, but if the conflict in Ukraine intensifies and the influx of refugees
increases, tensions are likely to manifest themselves in the region quite strongly. Also, if

Moscow has a large enough number of ethn ic Russian refugees at hand, it might have the
incentive to consider some sort of a social engineering project 0 the resettlement of
ethnic Russian from Ukraine in the North Caucasus to ensure the long -term presence of

ethnic Russians in the region.

Some U. S. human rights programs of assistance to
Ukrainian organizations

HRWEF (07.07.2014) - The U.S. National Endowment for Democracy has published an
impressive list of projects that it finances in Ukraine. The question is "What is the EU
doing and planningto  do to support Ukrainian human rights organizations in the curent
emergency situation?"

AHALAR Center for Humane Technologies

NGO Strengthening

$35,230

Furthering Ukraine's Democratic Transition To increase civil society's influence on
Ukraine's democrat ic transition by facilitating cooperation between NGOs and the media.
AHALAR will organize three training seminars for 60 representatives from the media and
civil society, a four -day study trip to Warsaw for 12 participants focusing on successful
examples and best practices of cooperation between civil society and the media in the
Polish context, a small grants competition and an online networking platform at
http://www.activarte.org.ua.%20



http://app.bronto.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=500&id=g3bsvk0jbxekekb6xvurdvuaemom9&id2=126pe3rxu1p24vcwffqz2bso71ie3&subscriber_id=avbjeuucaaoyjdavcnnmvfyaemhlbdj&delivery_id=bqntepnriciqnuujrcoicngwxhkcbhn&tid=3.AfQ.T4un.Cw4q.AWWbAg..AtF8Cw.b..l.A6RL.a.U8B5IA.U8B5IA.bK9gQQ&td=XXXXX
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Alliance Center
Accountability

$24,758
Promoting Accountability in Eastern Ukraine To increase the accountability of local
governments in eastern Ukraine. The Donetsk -based Alliance will conduct four workshops

and convene eight working groups to strengthen the capacity of newly formed local civic
councils. The events will focus on using tools and strategies for networking, monitoring
and advocacy campaigns to help the councils be more effective in engaging and

influ encing local government activities. Alliance will also develop and maintain a resource
library to disseminate information and best practices and hold a three -day final
conference for 30 council members.

Association of Ukrainian Law Enforcement Monitors
Human Rights

$38,334

Monitoring Human Rights Compliance by Law Enforcement Agencies To promote

Ukraine's adherence to international human rights standards. The Association will

conduct three trainings in Ukraine's regions for a total of 60 NGO activists, mo nitor
human rights violations by the police, and publish the results in its annual report, as well

as develop recommendations to prevent future abuses. The Association will also print and
distribute 300 copies of the report in Ukrainian and English.

Cen ter for International Private Enterprise
Developing Market Economy

$357,707
Building Advocacy Momentum To build the capacity of Ukrainian business associations
and improve the entrepreneurialclimate through coalition -based advocacy. CIPE will build

the sk ills of reform -minded business leaders through training seminars, workshops and

small grants designed to stimulate advocacy on targeted issues. CIPE will also support

partner business associations to advocate for improvements in the entrepreneurial

environ ment with a focus on reducing corruption and improving public - private dialogue.

Center for Research on Social Perspectives in the Donbas

Freedom of Information

$34,995

Supporting Independent Regional Media To continue disseminating independent

informati on about and for Ukraine's regions. The Center will maintain its popular news
website, OstriV ( www.ostro.org ). NED support will cover the costs of three

correspondents, including two in the Donetsk region and one in Kyi v, who will produce
more than 100 analytical and 5,000 informational items for the website. Assistance will

also be used to cover a portion of the Center's basic operating costs.

Center for Society Research

Human Rights

$24,850

Promoting Freedom of Asse  mbly To promote greater awareness of the freedom of
assembly. As part of a larger, national advocacy campaign, the Center will monitor
freedom of assembly throughout the country, including the reaction of the authorities,

and disseminate the results of its monitoring via a website.

Center UA

Accountability

$22,600

Promoting the Accountability of Public Officials To increase the accountability of public

figures in Ukraine. The Center UA will continue to operate its unique interactive website,
Vladometr.or g (Powermeter), which monitors, documents and assesses promises made
by politicians, officials and prominent public figures.


http://www.ostro.org/

Cherkasy Regional Organization of Committee Voters of Ukraine

Accountability

$22,000

Promoting Civic Activism and Government Acc ountability in Central Ukraine To promote
civic activism and government accountability in the Cherkasy region. The Cherkasy CVU

will hold five workshops for activists and local councilors on increasing cross -sectoral
communication, improving interaction be tween voters, civil society and local government,
and working with the public to solve pressing local issues. The CVU will also conduct a
campaign to monitor local councilors, MPs and mayors of major cities from the region

that will analyze pre  -election pl atforms of those elected officials and assess their
performance since the elections. Results will be posted on a special section of the CVU's
website, deputat.ck.ua.

Chernihiv City Youth Organization Educational Center "Initiative"
NGO Strengthening

$28, 270

Promoting Local Activism in Chernihiv Region To strengthen civil society in the northern
Ukrainian region of Chernihiv. The Initiative will organize a series of nine workshops and
trainings for NGO representatives, journalists and members of district ¢ ouncils from
seven districts in the Chernihiv region to resolve local problems through inter - sectoral
cooperation. Following the trainings, six teams of participants will receive small grants to

address local challenges. The Initiative will also publish se ven issues of its newspaper

and convene a final conference.

Chernivtsi Committee of Voters of Ukraine
Accountability

$33,650
Promoting Accountability in Southwestern Ukraine To foster government accountability
and transparency in southwestern Ukraine. T he Chernivtsi CVU will monitor the activities

of city council deputies in the Chernivtsi and Khmelnytsky regions, produce four

monitoring reports and publish them in its Krok Zakhid newspaper with a print run of

1,600 copies. It will hold seven roundtables to advocate for creating legal norms on
public participation in self ~ -governing bodies and to foster relations between deputies and
the public. The CVU will also convene seven training seminars and produce 600 copies of

an advocacy manual for deputies, and launch an information campaign to promote public
participation in local communities. During the campaign, the CVU will survey 2,000

people and disseminate 1,500 copies of a "how to" booklet on civic activism.

Chernivtsi Society "Ukrainian People's Hous e in Chernivtsi"

NGO Strengthening

$25,020

Enhancing Civic Journalism and NGO Cooperation To develop the communication skills of
youth activists and enhance cooperation of NGOs in the Chernivtsi and Kirovohrad

regions. The Society will organize a four -mont h course in civic journalism and a media

competition for 70 youth leaders, as well as produce a website, guidebook and two issues
of its Toloka (Community) newspaper. The NGO will also organize a study tour for the
eight most promising participants and bri ng together 100 activists for a final conference.

Coalition of Cherkassy Youth NGOs "Moloda Cherkaschyna"

NGO Strengthening

$31,855

Promoting Youth Activism in Central Ukraine To strengthen youth involvement in civil
society by enhancing a network of ac tivists and organizations in central Ukraine. The
Coalition will organize two networking seminars and a six -day training for approximately
50 youth activists in four regions of central Ukraine: Kremenchug, Cherkassy, Kirovohrad

and Poltava. The Coalition w ill also conduct an information and monitoring campaign



on youth policy in the four regions, along with four civic actions developed by
participating young activists

Dniprovsky Center for Social Research

Freedom of Information

$23,830

Promoting Freedom o f Information and Accountability in Dnipropetrovsk To increase
access to independent news and information in Ukraine's eastern region of

Dnipropetrovsk. The Center will continue producing its online newspaper Novyi Format
(www.nf.dp.ua ), which features regional news and analysis in Ukrainian and Russian. The
Center will monitor the activities of elected officials, conduct an opinion poll, and convene
three roundtables to strengthen the professionalism of 20 journalists an d NGO
representatives. The Center will also maintain and update its website on NGO
developments in the region at www.dcsi.dp.ua.13 -880

Donetsk Press Club

Freedom of Information

$38,000

Fostering Freedom of Inf ~ ormation in Eastern Ukraine To increase the capacity of
journalists and improve the professionalism of media in eastern Ukraine. The Press Club

will organize 20 meetings covering important national and regional issues for journalists

and media outlets thro  ughout the Donetsk region. It will also convene six online

workshops on solving pertinent local problems for 60 representatives of Donetsk -based
NGOs, media, local authorities and experts. All activities will be publicized on the Club's
website at  http://pclub.dn.ua

Donetsk "Committee of Voters of Ukraine"

Freedom of Information

$49,440

Promoting Civic Journalism in Eastern Ukraine To promote civic journalism in the eastern
Donetsk region. The Donetsk CVU will develop an online platform for civic journalism by
holding a new media barcamp for bloggers and conducting a four -month school of
multimedia journalism for 20 civic journalists. Twelve of the most promising participants

will be selected to intern for six months a t the CVU's portal, NGO.donetsk.ua. The CVU
will also hold a public competition for reporting by civic journalists and bloggers on the
"Unexpected Donbass."

llko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation (DIF)

Democratic Ideas and Values

$41,298

Stimul ating Dialogue on Transition Processes To stimulate informed debate and dialogue
among civil society, government and the general public on issues relating to Ukraine's
transition to democracy. Through three national polls, eight expert surveys, 10

roundtab les, monthly bulletins and a quarterly scholarly journal, DIF will help ensure that
Ukraine's leaders are informed about public opinion, while at the same time making the

public aware about important policy debates.

Independent Association of Broadcaster S

Human Rights

$44,875

Promoting Youth Human Rights Awareness To raise awareness of human rights, protect
freedom of speech, and educate youth about the role of media in democratic society. The
Association will organize its fourth annual Kinomedia Festival , Which will include film

screenings and public lectures at universities in nine Ukrainian cities. The Association will
also conduct a short film contest, focusing on media freedom, democracy and human
rights, for students and young professionals from thro ughout Ukraine.
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Institute of Mass Information

Freedom of Information

$36,450

Monitoring Freedom of the Media in Ukraine To analyze current and pending legislation
on the media and monitor violations of press freedom and attacks on journalists in

Ukraine. The Institute will conduct independent field investigations into cases of extreme
pressure or intimidation against journalists, publish an annual report on its monitoring,

and disseminate the findings to media outlets and the public though three press

conferences and its website, http://imi.org.ua

Institute of Political Education
Accountability

$38,500
Strengthening Local Democracy To foster democratic local and regional government in
Ukraine. The Institute will conduc t three -day training seminars in the Lviv, Chernihiv,

Donetsk and Kyiv regions for 125 newly elected local and regional councilors. The
trainings will promote a better understanding of the role and responsibilities of an elected
official and how to bestad  dress local needs.

Institute of the Republic

Human Rights

$32,609

Promoting Freedom of Assembly To promote of freedom of assembly. As part of a larger,
national advocacy campaign to defend and advance this human right following the 2012
parliamentary ele ctions, the Institute will conduct two training sessions for 24 campaign
activists, organize six roundtables and six lectures in the regions on proposed legislation
regulating freedom of assembly in Ukraine and the country's international commitments,
conv ene three press conferences in Kyiv, and print and distribute 15,000 leaflets

publicizing campaign events.

International Republican Institute

Accountability

$275,000

Fostering Good Governance  To promote democratic governance practices in Ukraine. IRI
will expand an innovative project model that has increased the capacity of the Cherkasy
municipality to implement best practices in good governance. IRl will expose new
municipalities to the innovative reform ideas currently being implemented in Cherkasy,

and mentor the administrations in Ternopil and Ivano -Frankivsk during the reform
process, bolstering existing demand for democratic reform amongst the citizenry, and
developing the advocacy capacity of civil society to channel that demand.

Journal Krytyka L td.

Freedom of Information

$33,304

Promoting Media Sustainability To strengthen independent media and democratic ideas
and values. The Journal will launch an online version of its prominent intellectual
publication, which contains analytical pieces on impo rtant political, economic and social
issues related to Ukraine's democratic transition. The new website, Krytyka Online, will

also serve as a networking platform, attracting a new generation of readers and

contributing to the journal's sustainability strat egy. Endowment funds will be used to
support the re  -design and re -launch of the Krytyka website and networking platform at
http:/krytyka.com

Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (KHRPG)

Human Rights

$32,717

Providing Information and Analysis on Human Rights Issues

To promote and safeguard human rights. During a year in which Ukraine's human
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rights behavior will come under scrutiny while it holds the OSCE chairmanship, the

KHRPG will produce a series of publications on human rights in Ukrainian, Russian, and
English; maintain a virtual human rights library on its website www.khpg.org ; and
operate a separate website documenting and assisting victims of human rights abuses. It

will also continue monitoring draft legislation and providing recommendations to

lawmakers. Finally, the KHRPG will organize a School for Human Rights Leaders, enabling
40 activists from human rights organizations to develop management and financial skills.

Khers on City Association of Journalists "South"

Human Rights

$31,195

Promoting Human Rights through a Documentary Film Festival To cover the partial costs
of its 10th annual human rights film festival, Docudays UA. The theme of this year's

anniversary festival  is 'Vybor - Yest!' (There is a Choicel!). The unique event will again

feature domestic and international human rights documentary films and will include

public discussions and debates led by human -rights NGO representatives and experts.
Endowment support wi |l be used to cover part of the festivals' seven -day inauguration in
Kyiv in March 2013.

Kherson City Association of Journalists "South"

Human Rights

$42,429

Promoting Human Rights through a Traveling Film Festival To raise public awareness of
human rig hts. The Association will organize the traveling version of its 10th annual

human rights film festival, Docudays UA, in 24 regions of Ukraine. The traveling festival

will feature 25 domestic and international human rights documentary films and will

include over 260 public discussions, seminars, performances and debates led by human

rights activists and NGO representatives.

Kherson Committee of Voters of Ukraine Accountability
$40,310
Promoting Government Accountability in Southern Ukraine To monitor the wor  k of local

and regional councils in southern Ukraine. The Kherson CVU will track the
implementation of local election platforms and promises in the Kherson region. Focus
groups in Kherson, Novokakhovsk, Kakhovsk, Tsurupynsk and Skadovsk will inform local
citizens and officials about the monitoring program. The CVU will produce an analytical
report, online postings, two special editions of a newspaper, and a summary booklet for
distribution during four seminars, a roundtable and press conference.

Kherson R egional Charity and Health Foundation

Accountability

$24,540

Fostering Accountability and Transparency in Southern Ukraine To increase the
accountability of local and regional authorities in the southern region of Kherson. The
Foundation, which publishes t he popular regional newspaper Vgoru, will increase citizens'
access to information about the activities of local and regional governments by

conducting and publishing a bimonthly newspaper supplement titled 'People and the

Authorities.' The supplement will include columns focusing on different aspects of
government performance and the activities of elected officials, as well as four in -depth
investigative journalism pieces on pressing issues in the region's rural areas. All

materials will be available onlin e on the newspaper's website, Www.vgoru.org

Lion Society

NGO Strengthening

$48,084

Promoting Local Activism  To continue promoting cooperation and local activism in

central, southern and eastern Ukraine. The Society will organize 14 seminars for up to

220 local activists and representatives of local authorities to promote best practices in
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engaging local governments to resolve local issues, Sixteen promising participants from
NGOs will take part in two, four -day study tours in western Ukraine, including two
seminars in Lviv. The Society will also publish three brochures containing the seminar
materials in print runs of 300 copies each and distribute them to local activists,
community leaders, local government represent atives and the media.

National Democratic Institute for International Affairs
NGO Strengthening

$371,000
Building Capacity for Domestic Election Monitoring To build the capacity of an indigenous
monitoring initiative in Ukraine and promote a freer and fa irer May 2014 presidential

election. NDI will assist Opora in improving the governance, management,
communications, strategic planning, and technical aspects of its election observation
work by implementing a series of recommendations from an NDI -administe red
assessment. -020GG

New Generation Youth Organization
NGO Strengthening

$33,879
Strengthening Local Civil Society in Rural Communities To increase the capacity of civic
initiatives in rural regions of southern Ukraine. The organization will hold two, t hree -day

trainings, one in each of the neighboring Mykolaiv and Kherson regions, for 25
representatives of local NGOs. New Generation will work with 10 of the best

participantsto carry out work plans to strengthen their local organizations. To assist local
groups with solving problems in their communities, New Generation will award eight

mini -grants of up to $700. A conference, bringing together all 50 participants, will be
convened at the end of the project to facilitate an exchange of lessons learned and

further collaboration.

Odesa Committee of Voters of Ukraine

Political Processes

$44,085

Monitoring Local Government in Southern Ukraine To monitor the work of local elected
officials in southern Ukraine. The Odesa CVU will conduct two training seminars on
monitoring for 10 activists. It will continue to monitor regional and local councils in

Odessa, Kotovsk, Rozdilnya, Bilhorod - Dnistrovsk, Izmail, Pozdilnya Izmail, and Reni. To
disseminate its findings, the CVU will produce and distribute 6,000 copies of t he
preliminary monitoring results and 12,000 copies of the final monitoring results in its

bulletin 1zbirKom, regularly publish related articles through local online and print media,
including its website at www.izb _irkom.od.ua , and convene three roundtable discussions.

Open Society Foundation (OSF) - Ukraine

Accountability

$33,980

Promoting Legislative Accountability To continue monitoring and publicizing the activities
of deputies and political parties represente d in the Ukrainian parliament. The OSF will
publish quarterly monitoring reports, prepare two versions of its annual monitoring

report, and a series of regionally -focused quarterly reports all of which focus on the
performance of elected officials. All the reports will be available online at the OSF's
website, www.deputat.org.ua _, and distributed electronically to parliamentarians, NGOs
and the media. It will also conduct nine regional public roundtables on the progr am for
elected officials and NGO representatives.

Polissya Foundation for International and Regional Research

Accountability

$20,000

Improving the Accountability Skills of Journalists To increase the analytical skills of
journalists so they can hold acc ountable deputies in the Chernihiv region. Polissya will
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conduct three trainings focusing on new media and analytical journalism for 12 local
journalists. Each journalist will create a blog to monitor the fulfillment of electoral

promises by local deputies . In addition, Polissya will produce and distribute an analytical
report and convene two press conferences on the project.

Public Organization Telekritika

Freedom of Information

$58,250

Promoting a Pluralistic and Balanced Media Environment in Ukraine To foster
transparency and promote the professionalism of the media sector. While serving as an
independent resource to assist journalists, Telekritika will continue to monitor Ukraine's

media outlets for censorship, restrictions on freedom of the press, and harassment and
physical attacks against journalists. The monitoring results will be published on

Telekritika's website ( www.telekritika.kiev.ua ) and in its print journal, Telekritika.

Regional Press Develo pment Institute (RPDI)

Accountability

$50,000

Promoting Government Transparency To promote government transparency and
accountability by improving the quality and responsiveness of government -run websites
and e -governance initiatives. RPDI will monitor the effectiveness of 56 government
websites, disseminate the findings of its monitoring, and work with government bodies

on improving the sites' contents and performance. To mark the end of the three -year
project, RPDI will produce a comprehensive analytical report and present it at a press

conference in Kyiv.

School for Policy Analysis of the Kyiv - Mohyla Academy

Democratic Ideas and Values

$52,650

Promoting Constitutional Reform To promote constitutional reform. Building on previous

NED-supported projects,  which developed a series of proposals for constitutional reform,
the organization will deepen public engagement and broaden debate on the issue by
conducting a nation -wide poll, publishing a set of online informational resources,
producing 1,500 copies of a brochure and a series of monthly articles, and convening a
roundtable with 30 experts, government officials and NGO representatives.

Sumy Regional Committee of Youth Organizations

NGO Strengthening

$49,866

Promoting Civic Activism in Northeastern Ukra ine To foster the development of civil
society in rural areas of northeastern Ukraine. The Committee will work with its network

of over 30 NGOs to increase civil society initiatives in the Sumy and Kharkiv regions. It

will hold three trainings for 60 NGO a ctivists, maintain its website at
www.molod.sumy.ua _, publish seven issues of its bulletin Spalakh, support five local
initiatives through a mini -grants competition, and convene a regional conference for 30
activists .2013 -88

Ukrainian Catholic University

Human Rights

$32,740

Promoting Religious Freedom To promote freedom of conscience through an informed
analysis of religious rights and obstructions to religious freedom. The Ukrainian Catholic
University will contin  ue to operate its Religious Information Service of Ukraine (RISU), an
online news agency (  www.risu.org.ua ) that covers issues of church - state relations,
religious rights, and conflicts between Ukraine's various faith -based communities. NED
support will cover the costs of staff salaries, website development and maintenance,
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news correspondents, and two roundtables. The unique website will publish more than
2,000 articles and analyses during the coming year.

Ukrainian  Center for Economic and Political Research Named After Oleksandr
Razumkov
Democratic Ideas and Values

$26,660
Analyzing Ukraine's Democratic Development To continue publishing National Security
and Defense, one of the most widely read policy journals in Ukraine. NED support will be

used to produce two issues in 2013. Each issue, to be published in an edition of 3,000
copies in Ukrainian and 800 copies in English, will provide a thorough examination of
issues of particular importance to Ukraine's democrati ¢ transition.

Ukrainian Center for Independent Political Research (UCIPR)
Political Processes

$79,250

Promoting Transparency in Political Processes To promote public discussion on

democracy -related topics in Ukraine. UCIPR will conduct nine research pr ojects on
various aspects of democratic development. The think tank will organize four focus
groups bringing together representatives of civil society and the authorities, three

roundtables, two in the country's regions and one in Kyiv, and a conference. T his year,

UCIPR will focus on political party transparency and reform as well as examine the state
of local democracy. Two studies, on local democracy and political party communications,
will be published in 500 copies each.

Ukrainian Helsinki Human Righ ts Union

Human Rights

$49,960

Promoting Human Rights ~ To raise awareness about human rights in Ukraine. The Union

will produce the 2012 edition of its annual report on the country's human rights situation,
publish 1,500 copies in Ukrainian and 300 copies in English, prepare 300 copies on
compact disc, and make the document available on its website at www.helsinki.org.ua
The Union will also organize a press conference and a roundtable to highlight the report's

findi ngs.

Ukrainian Youth Association of Ukraine (SUM)

NGO Strengthening

$40,070

Strengthening Civil Society in Central and Eastern Ukraine To strengthen youth civil
society organizations in the Chernihiv, Donetsk, Zaporizha and Kirovohrad regions of

Ukraine . SUM will conduct three training seminars for 30 potential civic leaders in the
Zaporizha region as well as one seminar for 30 NGO leaders from all four regions;

organize four working meetings for 35 NGO leaders and a two -day conference for 40
participant s and hold a mini - grant competition that will provide funding for six local civic
initiatives.

Vinnytsia Regional Committee of Youth Organizations

NGO Strengthening

$33,170

Mobilizing Communities in the Vinnytsia Region To develop the skills of local civ il society
leaders to more effectively mobilize communities and engage them in solving pertinent
local problems. The program will include four trainings and three study visits for local

activists, as well as a mini  -grant program that will provide support t o five community
activism projects. The Committee will produce five video clips and three interviews about
successfully implemented projects and publicize them through local websites, radio and

TV stations and a press conference.
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Youth Alternative

Democ ratic Ideas and Values

$68,170

Preparing Ukraine's Future Leaders To promote youth activism and engagement in
government processes. Youth Alternative will continue and expand its government

internship program. The organization will select 35 students from leading Kyiv
universities to serve eight  -month fellowships in the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine's national
legislature. In addition, it will select 140 students to serve five -month fellowships at local
councils in 20 regions. Interns will participate in 47 relat ed events, including orientation,
training seminars and roundtables. They will also produce educational booklets, with a

total print run of 500 copies.

Zhytomyr Youth Civic Organization "Modern Format"
Democratic Ideas and Values

$39,962

Promoting Civic Engagement Among Youth in Northern Ukraine To engage youth in the
process of strengthening and implementing democratic ideas and values in their

communities. Modern Format will organize two, parallel, year -long schools that will

present the core ideas and values of democracy and human rights through two different
perspectives. One school will target journalists; the other will be for civic activists. A total
of 100 youth people in the Zhytomyr region will take part in the program.

Accountability

$31,293

Strengthening Transparency in Northeastern Ukraine To promote transparency and
accountability in the use of public funds in northeastern Ukraine. The organization will

train civic activists to identify corruption in local governments. It will also produce a final
report to be disseminated through press conferences.

Freedom of Information

$21,139
Strengthening Investigative Journalism and Intersectoral Cooperation To boost the
capacity for investigative journalism and increase cooperation between journali sts and

civil society. The organization will hold basic trainings and advanced workshops for
journalists and support a series of investigative pieces. It will also work with local

community councils to monitor the impact of the investigative articles and p roduce a final
report on best practices and lessons learned from the program.

$36,882

Analyzing Regional Security ~ To stimulate public discussion on and policy responses to

threats to democracy in Ukraine's regions. The organization will identify and foste r

debate on key issues while developing and advocating for policy responses. It will

organize roundtables, print and distribute its bulletin, and publish articles in regional

newspapers.

$13,674

Promoting Civic Journalism To stimulate civic journalism amon g youth. The organization
will trainings in for youth activists from local communities and NGOs. Young people will

learn how to develop and create content focusing on issues that affect the lives of

citizens for social media. The most active participants w ill be selected to take partin a
master class with a well ~ -known Ukrainian journalist.

Human Rights

$20,287
Defending Human Rights  To educate and inform youth about defending their basic civil
rights. The organization will conduct seminars and trainings on recognizing, addressing

and resolving day -to-day civic rights violations. To inform and educate a wider audience,
the organization will produce and post a series of online training videos and informational
materials, as well as publish 1,000 copies of a legal handbook.



$40,892

Promoting Awareness of Rights and Freedoms in Southern Ukraine To raise awareness of
legal and human rights in southern Ukraine. The organization will maintain a legal clinic
providing free legal aid to the public and organize a s eries of events drawing attention to
rights abuses, including roundtables for representatives of the local authorities,

roundtables for the NGO community, and public lectures on legal rights. It will also

conduct an extensive advertising campaign on rights issues, including leaflets and other
materials, billboards, banners and TV spots. It will also publish bimonthly columns in

local newspapers and disseminate a monthly e -bulletin on legal and human rights.
$30,000

Fostering Human Rights Networks To streng then a network of human rights
organizations. The organization will convene a training for representatives of human

rights NGOs and initiative groups, conduct trainings in towns and villages, and operate

and publicize a human rights hotline and reception ¢ enters that will provide free legal
assistance to citizens.

$21,790

Promoting Human Rights To promote human rights. The organization will conduct a
training for regional activists to improve human rights monitoring. Following the training,

the organizatio n will organize volunteer groups of training participants, lawyers, elected
officials and other activists to monitor human rights abuses. These groups will track

reported cases and utilize the information for broader advocacy campaigns.

NGO Strengthening

$29,469

Fostering Intersectoral Cooperation in Central Ukraine To inform, educate and activate
civil society. The organization will organize trainings on proposal writing, project

development, and community and civil society development projects, as well ason
project implementation, to foster civil society.

$19,920

Promoting Community Activism in Southern Ukraine To stimulate civic activism in
southern Ukraine. The organization will conduct trainings in villages and towns to

facilitate the implementation of local projects targeting community problems, and

convene a roundtable webinar with community representatives to present project

outcomes and lessons learned for representatives from Ukrainian and international NGOs.
$19,507

Strengthening the Capacity o f Youth NGOs To strengthen youth activism. The
organization will support a network of youth organizations and initiative groups through a
series of trainings to increase members' capacity and professionalism. It will provide
informational and technical sup port for the youth organizations' events and activities. The
organization will promote the network by holding a press conference and disseminating a
booklet highlighting the organizations' activities to local government offices, media,

schools, and other N GOs.

Thousands of Ukrainian refugees flee to Russia for an
uncertain f  uture

Rancor among refugees in Russia shows challenges f acing Kiev

By Paul Sonne

The Wall Street Journal (02.07.2014) - When the neighbor's dog was killed by artillery
fire,itwastim e to go.



Oksana Vasilieva was in the kitchen of her home on Comintern Street in the Ukrainian
city of Slovyansk in late May as the shelling of her neighborhood began. She screamed
for the children to run outside and then herded them into the cellar.

When t hey emerged, the neighbors' house had been hit. So had their sandy -brown dog,
its dead body mangled in the remnants of a destroyed metal fence. She boarded an
evacuation bus and fled to Russia.

"I'm not going to return,” Ms. Vasilieva, 36 years old, said o utside the one -room bunk
she has been sharing with her mother and daughter in a refugee facility at a summer
camp on the Azov Sea. "It's a dead city."

Ms. Vasilieva is one of tens of thousands of people from Ukraine's southeast Donetsk and
Luhansk regions who have fled to Russia in the 2% months since fighting between pro
Russia separatists and Ukrainian forces started.

Many of them, feeling alienated, resentful and afraid, are vowing to build their lives anew
in Russia, despite the dread and uncertainty of starting over with next  -to-nothing.

According to the United Nations, 110,000 Ukrainian refu gees have gone to Russia since
the start of the year and 54,000 more have left their homes and moved elsewhere in
Ukraine.

The rancor among those fleeing to Russia is palpable, and shows the broken nature of
Ukrainian society even if the government manag es to retake control of the separatist
held areas.

Many in southeast Ukraine feel alienated from the country's western half, which is
oriented more toward Europe, culturally and economically. Russian propaganda has
reinforced that division and suggested th at as Russian speakers, they were only
Ukrainian by an accident of history.

President Vladimir Putin _himself has adopted some of the language of the separatists,
using the tsarist term Novorossiya (New Russia) in April to refer to regions such as
Donetsk and Luhansk, which were given to Ukraine in the 1920s by the Soviets. "Why
they did that, God knows," he said on Russian television.

Ukraine's new pro -Western government has failed to persuade the locals otherwise or
win their trust.

As a result, some refugees traversing the Russian border expre ssed a conviction that
Ukrainian forces had moved in not to neutralize separatists but to force people like them

out. Chistka was the word on their lips, the Russian term for purge that has become a
buzzword in reports by Russian state news.

"To them, we h ave always been Moskaly," said Ms. Vasilieva, using the Ukrainian slur for
Russians.

She and others looked on with envy when Russia took control of Crimea, hoping that
their region, too, would become Russian. "We always considered ourselves Russians,"
she said.

Those who feel otherwise generally have fled in the other direction. Ukrainian cities such

as Kiev, Kharkiv and Dnipropetrovsk are also coping with an influx of refugees. Polls
conducted before the insurgency showed a bulk of the southeast's resident s wanted to
remain part of Ukraine
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko is guaranteeing amnesty for t hose who put down
their weapons and haven't committed grave crimes, but many refugees don't believe the
promise.

Some of those arriving in Russia expressed worries that Ukrainian authorities, should
they regain the territory, would hunt down locals who vot ed in a May separatist
referendum or punish friends and relatives of rebel militants.

Ukraine has accused Russia of inflating the number of refugees 0 the speaker of Russia's
upper chamber of parliament last month cited a figure nearly four times the U.N.

estimate & and of sparking the crisis by supporting the separatists in the first place.
Russian officials have shot back by criticizing Ukraine and its Western allies for turning a

blind eye to a humanitarian crisis they blame on the Ukrainian military.

Nowher e in Russia has seen a more dramatic influx than the Rostov region, which
borders the heaviest conflict zone.

According to the local branch of Russia's Ministry of Emergency Services, the region had
registered 15,802 displaced people from Ukraine as of Jun e 26, more than 6,000 of them
children. There are likely many more who haven't registered.

Most are living with friends, relatives or volunteers, but more than 3,600 are staying in
government -issued facilities such as college dorms and the Dmitriadovka sum mer camp
where Ms. Vasilieva landed.

Many of the summer facilities aren't winterized, so they will have to move come autumn,
but they don't know where.

Ukrainians technically can stay in Russia only for 90 days at a time. Russia has
announced plans to modi  fy the rules, but the new regulations have yet to become clear.

The biggest worry among many, apart from finding jobs, is where they can enroll their
children in school in the fall given the mass influx of children.

Russian officials already are dispatchin g them to other regions, including the restive
north Caucasus.

Many of the Ukrainian refugees have lost hope that their hometowns can be restored.

"If it is possible, | don't know how many years it would take," Ms. Vasilieva said of

Slovyansk, where she li  ved her whole life. She is intending to take her 14 - and 6 -year -
old daughters as well as her mother to start over somewhere in Russia. Where 0 she
doesn't know.

Months ago, she was picking out clothes for her younger daughter to start first grade and
plannin g for the other's higher education. Now she says she's thankful for a bed, water
and a working toilet. She shrugged. "Who knew that life would take this kind of turn?"

Write to Paul Sonne at paul.sonne@wsj .com

500,000 refugees from Ukraine in Russia

HRWF (01.07.2014) - In its Volume 11, Issue 118 (June 30, 2014) Jamestown
Foundation published an article entitled fiDomestic Pressure on Putin to Intervene


mailto:paul.sonne@wsj.com

in Ukrai ne Moparhdf shich is devoted to re fugees from Ukraine. Here is a
relevant excerpt about this topic:

AThe domestic pressure on Putin to act i s only going
news reports about fl oods of refugees pouring over
Federal Migration  Service (FMS) claims that there are more than 500,000 refugees from

Ukraine currently residing in the Rostov Oblast alone. Following a presentation on the

probl em, the head of the FMS, Konstantin Romadonovsk
Voronezh, and Ku rsk oblasts are the border regions where Russia now has many

probl ems, because of the Ukraini anTARVHAGS, Quaev2d). | ef t t h
Even if this estimated number of refugees seems high, there is no doubt that the refugee

crisis is real for Russi a. Ot her reports <c¢claim that
109,000 Ukrainian citizens and 61,000 Russian citizer
the fighting in Ukraine ( Izvestiva , June 19). Although Ukrainian President Petro

Poroshenko has declared a ceasefire and the separatist leaders have claimed they

accepted it, sporadic violence has not ceased (see EDM, June 24). As a result of this

news, public pressure is growing in Russia for the government to do something regarding

the ongoing conflict in Donbas.

The United Nations has also taken an interest in the unfolding refugee crisis in southern

Russia, sending UNO&6s Speci al Re pr e s¥omtoavisitiseme off or Ref u
the camps in the Rostov Oblast. Vak -Voia reported a large number of children among the

displaced; the special Dimtriadovskii camp outside o f Taganrog has been established

exclusively for mothers and children ( Vesti , June 22). Images of suffering children are

particularly powerful, which again increases the domestic pressure on Putin to intervene

to stop the fighting across the border.

Refugees from Ukraine are certainly receiving a warmer welcome than most migrants in

Russia. Romadonovskii announced that refugees from Ukraine may apply for Russian
citizenship and the Russian governm ent is offering compensation for the new arrivals to
disperse around Russia (see = EDM, June 27). In particular, the authorities are encouraging

newly arrived Slavic migrants to move to the Far Eas t and Baikal regions, with
compensation of between 120,000 to 240,000 rubles ($3,500 to $7,100) ( Lenta.ru , June
19). Thus, the Russian government appears, in part, to be using the refugees from

Ukraine to reverse what it claims to be the displacement of ethnic Slavs in the Russian

Far East by Chinese immigrants. Moscow has long considered migration a national

security problem in Asian Russia, but because many of the refugees from Ukraine are

ethnic Russians, they are not seen as a security probl e

Number of internally displaced persons by conflict in
Ukraine reaches 54,000

The Globe and Mail (27.06.2014) / http://www.theglobeandmail.com - Some 16,400
people fled their homes in eastern Ukraine in the past week, many citing a deteriorating

situation and fears of abduction, bringing the number of displaced within the country to

54,000, the UN refugee agency said on Friday.

ifWe are sebanpg mBise in [internal] di spl acement in UkI
spokeswoman of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, told a news briefing.

Another 110,000 people have left Ukraine for Russia so far this year, only 9,500 of whom
have sought refu gee status, while 700 others have gone to Poland, Belarus, the Czech
Republic and Romania, she said.
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On Friday, Putin said during a diplomatic ceremony in the Kremlin that violence has

forced tens of thousands of Ukrainians to seek refuge, including in Rus sia. Putin also
called for a long -term ceasefire in Ukraine to allow talks between representatives of Kiev

and eastern regions where rebels are waging an armed insurgency.

Mysterious money supposedly allocated for refugees

Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (27.06.14) [/

http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1403796471 - Civic Activist Olexandra Dvoretska

reports that she and colleagues have been unable to learn any details about t he 25

million UAH supposedly allocated by the Cabinet of Ministers to provide temporary
accommodati on for Crimeans forced from their homes b
the peninsula.

Efforts to find the relevant resolution have also proven fruitless making the reports in the
media on Wednesday baffling, especially since they quoted Ostap Semerak from the
government speaking at a press conference. A person at Semerakébés offi ce

nothing about the money.

On the other hand, Interfax Ukraine, UN IAN and other agencies had no reason to make
up a press conference given by Semerak. Nor would it be likely that they themselves
came up with the explanation that the money was targeted aid of 200 UAH per day.

Clarification is particularly important giv en the hopelessly inadequate measures thus far
taken to provide for the large numbers of people displaced as the result of the
annexation of the Crimea and the trouble in eastern Ukraine caused by Kremlin -backed
militants.

Law no. 4998 -1, passed on June 19, is supposed to resolve the problems of these ever -
increasing numbers. It unfortunately does nothing of the kind and human rights groups

and activists working directly with people displaced (often, like Dvoretska, themselves

forced from their homes) ha ve either demanded serious amendments or asked President

Petro Poroshenko to veto it.

The bill only covers the Crimea and the areas where anti -terrorist operation are or have
been carried out. There have already been terrorist attacks by the Kremlin -backe d
militants on railways, a railway bridge and others. If these become more serious and

frequent, then people will surely begin fleeing their homes from those places as well.
The law claimed to need no additional government spending which seems wildly
unrealistic unless it was seen only as a smoke screen passed to pretend that the

government was doing something. It also makes unwieldy demands, effectively
requiring people who may have |l eft their homes in gr
displaced.

There are also a number of provisions which would be likely to lead to corruption or

simply leave people without any help with accommodation since such help would be

denied if the people do not agree to the place proposed. Such demands may be realisti c
if a person is fleeing for a week or two. They are not necessarily reasonable in the
present situation where people have no idea when they will be able to return. In such a

situation, they will clearly want to consider other factors, such as work or edu cational
opportunities, etc. With the law in its current form, they go where sent, or face having to

find a place to stay themselves.



http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1403796471

KHPG statement on the adoption of a law on internally
displaced persons

Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (22.06.2 014) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1403438628 - Draft law No. 4998 -1 was tabled in
parliament on June 19 and adopted that same day in full, this meaning with serious

infrin gements of the regulations. Such haste could be explained by its particular urgency,

however unfortunately it does not on the whole resolve the problems of forcibly displaced

people. There was no public discussion of this draft law and the recommendations of the
UNHCR on the crucial provisions in such a bill were ignored. It is baffling why MPs Valery
Patskan and Serhiy Sobolyev rejected draft law No. 4998 on the same subject, tabled by

them on June 17 together with Volodymyr Aryev. That draft law, in our assessment, was
much better at considering the rights and legitimate interests of people forcibly
displaced.

The law only covers forced migrants from the Crimea, Sevastopol and the anti -terrorist
operation [ATO] zone. This means that if there should be fo rced migration, for example,
as a result of a terrorist attack outside the ATO zone, the law will not cover people

displaced from that territory. In this sense the law is short -sighted.

The explanatory note states that the adoption of the draft bill does not require additional
spending from the State Budget. This suggests that the legislators do not want to

concern themselves with those forcibly displaced at all, and want them to be looked after

by international organizations, charities and the Ukrainian p ublic alone.

According to Article 3.13 a person can be refused a document certifying that they are
displaced if:

a. there are no warranted grounds for forced evacuation from one home on territory
stipulated in Article 1 § 2 of this law;

b. the authorit ies have information about:

the person having committed a crime against peace and humanity; the constitutional
order or Ukraineds territorial integrity;

participation in unlawful actions, as per international law and current legislation, on

temporarily o ccupied territory or territory where an anti -terrorist operation is
underway.
(a) means that the onus is placed on a person to pro

territory of Ukraine as a resul't of circumstt#tnces wh
in jeopardy, or that of their family, the loss of accommodation, means (sources) of

existence; the threat of the use of force, persecution for political, religious convictions,

ethnic origin or belonging to certain social groups, or in order to avoid th e consequences

of armed conflict or occupation, widespread demonstrations of violence, rights

infringements, and where the person has not crossed an internationally recognized state

border.

The principle in item (b) will seriously complicate the procedure for receiving a document
confirming that a person is a forced migrant and th
corruption infringementso angtaletreiusals tprpmude duch & or | ar ge
document.

This could mean that the State Migration Servi ce [SMS] will have to ask for information

from the Interior Ministry and SBU to check out people seeking enforced migrant status.


http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1403438628

This in general poses a danger to the life, health and property of people displaced since
such information requests will go to the law enforcement bodies on territory from where
the person has come, and could therefore fall into the hands of the terrorists.

Item (b) may be placed only in a provision about the grounds for stripping a person of
forced migrant status, not in provis ions about refusing to provide the document.

Under the present law it is the SMS which is responsible for enforced migrants. This
reflects the philosophy behind this law: the state gives more importance to keeping
records and following migration of displa ced persons than to providing them with help. If
the main aim of the law is to provide people who as the result of forced migration find
themselves in a difficult social situation, then this means that the Ministry of Social Policy
should look after them.

No procedure is set out for registration of place of residence under which the displaced
people retain their old registration and are thus able to enjoy all rights and legitimate
interests.

No help at all is provided with accommodation if the forced migr ants themselves choose
the region and the place of residence is not included in the list of regions set out by the

Cabinet of Ministers for temporarily putting forced migrants. The government could thus

deprive most displaced people of help with accommodat ion since the people want to work
according to their profession, study and integrate in a new environment.

The above does not, unfortunately, exhaust the list of failings of the law and threats to

peopl eds rights resul ting f r oneraldoesnotadiievpthdaommof The | aw
providing effective help to people internally displaced.

We recommend that a draft law with amendments and supplements to the law be drawn
up and passed at the next plenary session of the Verkhovna Rada.

Yevhen Zakharov, Director of the Kharkiv Human Rights Group

English -language translation of Poroshenko's inaugural
address on June 7

Kyiv Post (07.06.2014) / http://www.kyivpost.com/content/ukraine/english -language -
translation -of-poroshenkos -inaugural -address -on-june -7-351071.html - Editor's Note:
The following is the English -language translation of Ukrainian President Petro

Poroshenko's inaugural address on June 7 in the Verkhovna Rada.

We, Ukrainians, "are a living spark in the family of European nations and active me mbers
of European civilizational work". These are the words of Ivan Franko.

"To stand with one's feet and heart in Ukraine and one's head in Europe,” Mykhailo
Drahomanov commanded.

The return of Ukraine to its natural, European state has been long -awaite d by many
generations.

Dictatorship that ruled Ukraine in recent years sought to deprive us of this prospect -
people rebelled.



Victorious Revolution of dignity has not only changed the government.

The country has changed. People have changed.

The time of inevitable positive changes has come.

To implement them, we need first of all peace, security and unity.

A real war, planned and unleashed in the Ukrainian Donbas, became an obstacle for
enormous opportunities that opened for the European modernizati on of Ukraine after the
fall of tyranny.

Until now, many people thought that we got independence without any difficulty.

Itis not true! Entire generations of Ukrainian patriots struggled for our independence.
Heroes of Nebesna Sotnya died for it.

Warri ors and civilians of Ukraine die for it.

Let us honor the memory of those who died for freedom and independence of Ukraine
with a moment of silence.

Moment of silence

Video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LW8gT1fMA7Q#t=66

Ukrainian Text:
http://www.5.ua/ukrajina/politika/item/385839 -inauhuratsiina _-promova -novoho -
prezydenta -povnyi -tekst -ta-video

Odessa 2nd May Tragedy: Tragedy Narrative

HRWF (07.06.2014) - Using local testimonies and various sources from both conflicting
sides, Human Rights Without Frontiers tried to briefly reconstruct the sequence of events
of the 2nd May tragedy to facilitate the work of an international independent commission

of investigation. A number of testimonies and press articles contradicted each other,

were biased or just unfound rumors.

Human Rights Without Frontiers disregarded a number of data that was not credible or
could not be confirmed. However, the version of the facts below does not claim to be THE
truth, just a tentative approach of what happened. Only an international independent
commission with su  fficient human and financial resources can come closer to the reality.
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Location  of the main events on the map

1. Gathering of anti  -Maidan supporters  in Alexandrovskiy Ave. at 14:30

2. Gunshot by an unknown man according to an anti -Maidan source

3. Anti -Maidan supporters attack the premises of pro -Maidan self -defence forces
in Zhukov Street

4, Various locations of police  forces

5. Column of anti -Maidan supporters going to Greek Square

6. Clashes between anti -Maidan supp orters and pro -Maidan demonstrators in
Greek Street

7. Barricades

8. Pro-Maidan supporters going to Greek Street, Deribasovskaya St. and Bunina

St.

9. Pro-Maidan supporters  heading to Greek Square  from various streets

10. Clashes between anti -Maidan supporters and pro -Maidan supporters (Greek
Square parking)



11.  Anti-Maidan people run away

(The map was published by an anti -Maidan newspaper: the red lines show the
movements of the anti  -Maidan supporters and the black lines the movement s of
the pro - Maidan supporters. The comments are based on the investigation of Human
Rights Without Frontiers. See detailed chronological narrative below)
Act |
6 people killed by firearms in the centre of the city (allegedly 4 pro - Maidan and

2 anti__-Maidan)

On 2" May, a football match was to take place between the local club of Chernomorets
Odessa and Metalist of Karkhiv (from Eastern Ukraine) in the afternoon.

On that day, around 14:00 -15:00, Odessa and Kharkiv fans, pro -Maidan supporters and
several dozens of members of self -defence units gathered in the centre of the city at
Soborna Square near the Orthodox Cathedral to march for the "Unity of Ukraine".

Soborna Square is one block and a half from the Greek Square area. They are
interconnected by Greek street. The pro -Maidan self -defence units, a paramilitary
patriotic organization formed during Euro -Maidan events in Kiyv, were equipped to
protect the demonstrators in case of attack.

A number of participants in the march for the "Unity of Ukraine" supported the national
idea, others were against dictatorship, and then there were ordinary football fans,
the majority. According to some sources, they numbered about 2000 altogether.

At about the same time, some 200 -300 armed anti -Maidan activists left  their camp in
Kulikovo Square, situated near the railway station, walked for about 2 -3 km and
gathered in  Alexandrovskiy Avenue near the city centre. They had guns, bats, knives and

wore helmets and bulletproof vests.

According to an anti  -Maidan source t he first gunshot happened close to Alexandrovskiy
Avenue, about 300 m from the rally of the pro -Maidan supporters. It was however not
confirmed by other sources but if it is true, it cannot be directly related to the pro -Maidan
demonstration. Nobody was wo unded or killed. The same anti -Maidan source claims that
the shooter was beaten and handed over to the police.

According to the same source, after this first shot, the group of anti -Maidan fighters
moved towards the nearby premises of a pro -Maidan self -defence militia and tried to
attack it. However, police forces protected the building.

In most media sources and also according to testimonies collected by Human Rights
Without Frontiers, the first person was killed on the corner of Deribasavskaya Street a nd
Preobrazhenskaya St.: a 25 year -old man was shot by an anti -Maidan supporter (His
picture surrounded by flowers is hanging on a fence at the place he died). According to

Zoya Kazanzhy (one of the leaders of Euromaidan in Odessa, journalist, recently

app ointed as a vice -governor of Odessa oblast) the victim was just passing by and was

not a demonstrator.

Anti -Maidan activists came armed to the city centre

Around 3pm, fans of the two teams from Odessa and Kharkiv started walking, chanting
patriotic slo gans such as "Odessa, Kharkiv, Ukraine", singing the Ukrainian national
anthem and songs against Russian President Vladimir Putin.



Violence started when both groups met in Greek Street and Greek Square. The anti -
Maidan activists started to behave aggressi vely: they began to destroy the pavement and
to throw the tiles at the pro -Maidan demonstrators.

The members of the self -defence units formed a chain and put up their shields at the
crossing with Greek Street to protect the football fans. This didn't sto p the attackers:
they threw rocks and grenades into the column. People were injured with rocks, hit in the

face and the head. In response, football fans and self -defence units threw fireworks and
smoke grenades at the aggressors.

The street filled with sm oke and the attackers retreated to Greek Street and the Athina
mall in Greek Square.

While the self -defence members stood in a line in front of the demonstrators for the

"Unity of Ukraine", covering themselves with shields, police officers formed a simila r line
next to the anti  -Maidan activists. Despite the cordon, they continued throwing rocks and

other objects.

The anti -Maidan crowd was outhumbered and soon went on the defensive. Angry football
fans went on the attack, pelted the aggressors with rocks an d chased them from nearby
side streets.

Gunshots fired by pro -Russian aggressors; first person Kkilled

That's when the first gunshots were fired.

One of the anti -Maidan supporters, armed with a Kalashnikov machine gun, opened fire
in a lane leading to  Odessa's main Deribasovskaya Street. A bullet hit a young football
fan in the chest, killing him. Several dozen others, injured by rocks, were taken away by
ambulance.

After the first blood spilled, the violence escalated on both sides.
Street fighting left six dead, more than 100 wounded

Police officers attempted to protect the anti -Maidan fighters, who were the attackers but
who were in minority. However, they were thrown back by Molotov cocktails and rocks.
The pro -Maidan side began using firearms t 00, according to some sources.

The street fighting went on for a few hours, initially claiming the lives of four men and

injuring about 100 people. The deputy chief of Odessa police, Dmitriy Fuchedzhy, and the

chief editor of the popular local online newsp aper Dumskaya.net, Oleh Konstantinov,
were among the injured.

Around 5pm, pro -Maidan activists captured a fire truck and drove it into the crowd of

anti - Maidan people, using its water cannon to disperse the fighting crowd. The football

fans chased the oppo nents, and beat those who they caught, while pro -Maidan self -
defence members tried to restrain them from lynching their victims. By this time, many

ambulances were at the scene.

By the end of the afternoon, six people had been killed in the city centre. Wh ile their
names are known, there are still contradictory reports about their political affiliation one

month after the events. Four or five pro -Maidan demonstrators were killed with
firearms. Yevgeniy Losinskiy, an anti -Maidan activist, died eleven days | ater. Another
anti - Maidan activist was also said to have been killed in the city center.Andrey Biryukov,

36, was said to be just a passer -by.

The role of the medical services



At Odessa city hospitals No 1, No 10, and No 11 volunteer collection centers were put in
place to help victims of the recent violence, reported Ukrainska Pravda on 4 " May.

As stated on the Odessa City Council website, Odessa residents, volunteer groups from

Kyiv, Odessa pro -Maidan activists and the leadership of self -defense units act ively helped
city hospitals and victims of the events of 2 " May.

After the violent clashes, some 214 people sought medical attention or were brought in

by ambulances. Of those 88 were hospitalized. The rest received outpatient care or

refused hospitalizat ion. As of Saturday 3 " May, of the 88 hospitalized patients, three had

died - one from gunshot wounds, the second from trauma during a fall, the third one

from burns.

According to the available data on 4 " March, 46 people had died as a result of clashes
between the supporters and opponents of Maidan in Odessa.

The role of the police

There are 3,000 policemen in the city and 11,000 in the entire oblast. They knew there
would be clashes and nothing was done to prevent the first phase of the cycle of
violence. High -ranking officers said they had been in a meeting from 12.00 until 16.00
and that they were without their cell phones! This is really hard to believe.

The number of police officers on the street was insufficient, and they were overwhelmed

by the magnitude of the violence. Their loyalty was also questionable. Anti -Maidan
activists were hiding behind the policemen to shoot at the pro -Maidan demonstrators as
videos have shown. Many people were injured during the clashes, including police, and

had to be transported to several hospitals.

The head of the city police, Andrei Netrebskiy, is under house arrest. The oblast police

head, Piotr Lutsyuk, and his deputy, Dmitriy Fuczedzhi, have disappeared and are being
tracked down. Fuczedzhi has taken refug e in the pro -Russian region of Transnistria, a
part of Moldova that is outside the control of the authorities. He has given a long
interview to a Russian television channel.

Act Il
About 40 people died in Kulikovo Square

Around 6.30 pm, after the Ant i-Maidan supporters were chased away , a group of pro -
Maidan activists headed to Kulikovo Square with the intention to clear the place from the

tents of the anti  -Maidan activists. Clashes and exchanges of Molotov cocktails led to the

fire that costthe live  sto about 40 anti  -Maidan activists.

Anti -Maidan crowd flees to Trade Union building

At Kulikovo Square, anti  -Maidan activists started building barricades around their camp
and at the entrance of the Trade Union building to stop the pro -Maidan activi sts.

When the pro -Maidan activists set the tents and stage on fire, Odessa Oblast council
member Oleksiy Alba, the leader of the anti -Maidan activists, told his people to take
refuge in the Trade Union building and to barricade themselves in it. This was a wrong
decision as they trapped themselves in the building.

The anti -Maidan supporters were said to throw Molotov cocktails from the rooftop and
several floors of the building and the pro -Maidan activists were said to attack it with
rocks and Molotov cockt  ails,

Several bottles of petrol bombs broke into the front entrance and the windows of the
second and fourth floor, where the fire spread quickly. Some sources say the anti  -Maidan
activists set on fire their own barricades at the entrance to keep the attac kers outside.



In the end, the burning building trapped all the people who were inside. A number of
them were reported to have died after jumping from the upper floors as they tried to

escape from the fire and some 20 -30 people died of suffocation alone. See the details of
the list of victims in the Annex.

At the same time, a number of pro -Maidan activists saved several dozen people from the
rooms on the second and third floor.

Firefighters slow to respond

Firefighters arrived an hour after the fire began although their premises were very close
to the place of the tragedy. This point will have to be investigated.

More than 100 people inside the building fled to the roof to safety. Police officers were

said to arrive after the fire was extinguished. Some so urces say that 400 people were
saved from the building. It seems no policeman was killed or even injured at Kulikovo
Square.

Bloodiest day in Odessa since 1918

The 2" May events were the bloodiest civil conflict in Odessa since the pre -Bolshevik
revo lutionary raids on the city's Jews and street fights in 1918.

The total death toll currently stands at 46 victims. One of the dead was Odessa city
council member Vyacheslav Markin. Oleksiy Alba, who led the people inside the Trade
Union building, survived

Act lll
Anti -Maidan activists attack a police station and release prisoners

On 4" May, the police station where more than 100 people had been in custody was
under siege by a group of anti -Maidan activists. Under threat of the crowd the police
office rs released 67 people they had been holding since the night of 2 " May .

The rally organized to release the detainees started with a small group of believers of the
Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate) who moved away from a larger crowd that had
gathered a tthe burnt -out Trade Union building.

Bearing church banners and icons, they called for others to follow them to the city police
station to demand the release of more than 100 people taken into detention as part of
the investigation into the 2 "d May riots. More people soon joined the rally.

About 100 riot police blocked one end of the street outside the police station, but did not

hinder anyone from walking along the pavement, or approaching from the other
direction. They just stood by and watched as the su rging crowd who began to break the
windows with stones, and eventually stormed the gate into the yard.

Soon after, the detainees streamed out, greeted by shouts of "heroes!"

Dmitry Futedzhi, the acting Odessa Oblast police chief, harassed by the crowd sai d the
decision had been taken to release the detainees in order to keep conflict under control.

He also said the people detained in the station had been brought there for their own

safety, after they had asked for help to escape the clashes in the centre o f Odessa.

While it remains unclear where the order to release the detainees originated from, the
Ukrainian government reacted furiously to the Odessa police's actions.



The police in Odessa acted in a totally disorderly, possibly criminal way," Interior Min ister
Arsen Avakov wrote on his Facebook page, adding that all police chiefs would be fired
immediately.

Two of the detainees confirmed that they had asked the police to rescue them.

"We were just walking along Deribasovskaya Street and saw the radicals , and took
shelter in the nearest place and it was the Athina building," said 28 -year -old Yevgeny
Dyatkov. He and another detainee both said the police had promised to bring them to the

station to register their testimonies and then let them go, but instea d they were keptin a
detention cell where they had to sleep on the floor, and they were charged with mass

disorder.

Dyatkov said he had nothing to do with the clashes on either side, but had just been
walking in the city at the time with nothing more in his pocket but a mobile phone and
some money.  (Source: Kiyv Post, 5 ' May)

ANNEX

Full list of people who died on 2nd May in Odessa

There were 48 bodies found, 43 of them were identified, 7 victims were women.
Most of them were from Odessa and Odessa region, one man was from Vinnitsa,
one from Nikolaev region, two were citizens of Moldova and Transdnistria.

According to Human Rights Without Frontiers investigation:

6 people died from gunshots incurred in the city centre
42 died at Kulikovo Squar e/ Trade Union building: 32 died from gas
poisoning, 7 fell from the building and 3 died from various injuries and burns.

1. Balaban AIeksei, 1982,(I]as ioisoninﬁ

8 Berezovskiy Aleksandr, 1973, gas poisoning, burns
4, Bezanitskaya Kristina,1992, gas poisonin

Brigar Vladimir, 1984, gas poisoning

Bulakh Viktor,1956, fell out of a window and died
Varenikina Anna,1955, gas poisoning

Gnatenko Andrey,1989,gas poisoning

0. Gnatenko Evgeniy,1952, gas poisoning

1. Kair Peter, 1969, ias ioisonini and burns
13. Zaiaz Iior,1968, fell out of a window and died
5

15. Kalin Anatoliy,1976, gas poisoning

16. Kovriga Nikolai ,1984, gas poisoning

17. Kononov Aleksandr,1959, gas poisoning

18. Kostiyhin Sergei Nikolaevich,1967, gas poisoning
19. Kush Ruslan,1984, fell out a window and died
20. Kushnarev Genadiy,1975, gas poisoning

21. Lomakina Nina,1953, gas poisoning
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Source: http://www.rg.ru/2014/05/15/spisok - site -anons.html

(Updated and completed by Human Rights Without Frontiers)

Odessa 2 May Tragedy: Recommendations for a Possible
Independent International Commission of Investigation

One month after the events, Human Rights Without Frontiers urges the EU, the
OSCE orthe UN  to set up such a commission of investigation about the tragic
death of almost 50 people

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers

HRWF (02.06.2014) - After spending a week in Odessa at the end of May and meeting
with various actors invol ~ ved in the 2 " May tragedy, it is clear to me that an international


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JGMssZ7TM1dVbNS20ob78LHtKC-PTPKMUzXPMCa8-tOJ9wGdQn2DPWS4cA-nNq4-ounHFhNIjCfr43jHtPZgmNPhocCtNtZOUD6kDcfcxuqlbPCaG445Sg6_U_zk2jQvX8CIofSo2Nx8PrWpS7ZUPMeVzjpTri4hr5DWAjLV5bdk_P4RJOccJUXNzIkCRWXnMJm0E0DBOiGrTncQxZRXUg==&c=94cKJeSLlSs-iQAzwKz1S5RVGefTh5OuF7xVPQAqSvliJwpV4ft4OA==&ch=gcAgSDLYHdbA5eaKC0q9awYsG4WzQcs1vOdMycdz8Q6dwnLmJO4cLA==

and independent commission for the investigation of the tragic death of almost 50 people
is critical for the truth to be known, justice to be done and reconciliation to begin.

However, a n umber of conditions must be fulfilled if such a commission is to work
professionally and to be efficient:

a diversified and neutral composition of the Commission of Investigation

an analysis of the escalation of the acts of violence as they occurred in the
chronological order

an analysis of the type of casualties

an analysis of the role of the police and their officers

Composition of the Commission of Investigation

Members should be representative of several Europea n countries, as well as of Russia.
Highly qualified experts should also be enlisted from the following fields:

general medicine

surgery

forensic medicine

toxicology

weapons, including military weapons
ballistics

police officers specialized in street battles
police officers from anti  -riot units
video expertise

fire and arson expertise

construction material

knowledge of Odessa and local con tacts

A team of 1 local and foreign - interpreters and translators (Russian -English) and a
secretariat are also indispensable.

The Commission of investigation should first read the reports of the various Ukrainian
investigation commissions (Parliament, Ministry of the Interior, SBU and Odessa Oblast).

Human Rights Without Frontiers recommends to investigate the events in

1. Greek Square, Greek Street and nearby streets



To go first to Greek Square and Greek Street with some victims of the acts of vi olence, to
listen to their testimonies and to take pictures

To interview

the organizers of the march of the football fans, the leaders of various self -
defence groups, pro -Maidan and anti -Maidan activists

observers of the events
the then oblast governor and the then mayor of Odessa

the high -ranking police officers who have not disappeared from Odessa after the
events

the families of those who were killed by gunshots
the injured demonstrators and policemen

the forensic doctors, physicians, surgeons, nurses, a mbulance drivers in their
respective hospitals

To watch videos

To identify the weapons/ guns used by the aggressors on the basis of the wounds
inflicted to the victims

To check if direct perpetrators of killings and injuries have been identified and are be ing
prosecuted

To get the list of identified perpetrators of violence

To check the behavior of the police who were accused to collaborate with the anti -Maidan
activists recognizable by a red ribbon on their arm

To investigate the dysfunctioning of the chai n of command inside the police pyramidal
structure

To establish a list of the people indicted and detained with the charges raised against
them and the location of their imprisonment, and a list of people indicted but free in
relation tothe 2 May events

To establish a timeline of the escalation of the events and a timeline of the casualties
with the exact location

To register acts of mutual assistance between pro -Maidan and anti -Maidan activists
despite their conflicting agendas.

2. Kulikove Square

To go to Kulikove Square with some anti -Maidan survivors, to listen to their testimonies
and to take pictures

To visit the Trade Unions building and investigate the type and the extent of the
damages, the nature of the inflammable material

To determine the d ate of the last fire prevention inspection and to get a copy of the
report

To interview



the leaders of the occupation of Kulikove Square, pro -Maidan and anti -Maidan
activists involved in the confrontation

observers of the tragedy
the staff working in the T rade Unions building in the days before the tragedy
the then oblast executive power and the then mayor of Odessa

the high -ranking police officers who have not disappeared from Odessa after the
events

the families of those who were killed at Kulikove
the in jured
the policemen

the forensic doctors, physicians, surgeons, nurses, ambulance drivers in their
respective hospitals

To watch videos and try to identify the authors of the fire
To identify the causes of the wounds inflicted to the injured and the dead

To check if direct perpetrators of killings and injuries have been identified and are being
prosecuted

To get the list of identified perpetrators of violence

To check the behavior of the police who were allegedly collaborating with the anti -Maidan
activis ts

To check if the police searched the tents or collected data about the identity and the
activities of the occupiers of the Kulikove Square since the beginning of the occupation,
and to have access to their report

To investigate the dysfunctioning of the chain of command inside the police pyramidal
structure

To establish a list of the people indicted and detained with the charges raised against
them and the location of their imprisonment and a list of people indicted but free in
relation tothe 2 May event s

To establish a timeline of the escalation of the events and a timeline of the casualties
with the exact location

To register acts of mutual assistance between pro -Maidan and anti -Maidan activists
despite their conflicting agendas.

3. The places ofd  etention of the suspects kept in custody

To visit the detention places

To interview the police officers and the policemen involved in the release of prisoners
under threat by the crowd

To determine the sequence of events

To investigate the dysfunctioning o f the chain of command inside the police pyramidal
structure



To check if any police officer or policeman has been indicted or arrested in relation with
the illegal release of prisoners.

Odessa: OSCE assessment of the situation end of May

HRWF (30.05.2014 ) - The OSCE Special Monitoring Mission (SMM) to Ukraine regularly
publishes reports about the situation in several cities and regions of Ukraine. Here is the
one covering the last week of May.

25 May Report : The situation in Odessa was calm. A rally of opponents of Ukraine's
unity at Kulikove Pole gathered 300 people. They demanded the transformation of
Ukraine into a federal state through peaceful means. Ten to 15 police were present with

four buses of riot police standing by at the rear.

26 May Repor t: The situation in Dnepropetrovsk, Kherson and Odessa was calm. In
Odessa the SMM held a meeting with one of the moderate leaders of the movement
demanding Ukraine's transformation into a federal state. He explained that the aim of the
movement is to obta in significant popular support in the next local elections.

27 May Report : The SMM monitored in Odessa a demonstration by supporters of
mayoral candidate Edward Hurvitz. At the same time the SMM saw a group of people
paying their respects in front of the Trade Union building on Kulikove Pole. The two
groups were about 150 metres apart. When the supporters of Hurvitz, associated with

the Maidan activists, moved towards the Trade Union building, the police formed a line
between the groups and prevented tens ions.

28 May Report : The head of the 'Svoboda' party in Odessa informed the SMM that at

around 03:00 on 28 May there was an arson attack on the party's office. The fire brigade

arrived and put out the fire; but the entire upper floor is now destroyed. Ac cording to the
interlocutor, the police are investigating the case as a domestic incident and not an arson

attack.

The SMM monitored in Odessa a demonstration by supporters of mayoral candidate
Edward Hurvitz. At the same time the SMM saw a group of peo ple paying their respects
in front of the Trade Union building on Kulikove Pole. The two groups were about 150

metres apart. When the supporters of Hurvitz, associated with the Maidan activists,

moved towards the Trade Union building, the police formed a | ine between the groups
and prevented tensions.

29 May Report __: In Odessa the SMM observed a roundtable which put forward a plan on

a public vetting process for the appointment of officials, to enhance transparency and
public trust in political decision -making. This pilot project aims to serve as a model for
future appointments in Odessa city and the region. The plan is to invite relevant NGOs to
nominate their candidates, set public criteria and ask the candidates to present their
action plans.

The SMM v isited the regional administration building at Shevchenko street in response to
a press report that the building had been reinforced against possible disorder targeted
against city authorities. The SMM observed new sandbags at the two rear doors and
seven young men in camouflage, possibly cadets. A police patrol car had also been
deployed to the area. At Kulikove Polye and the Duke Richelieu monument, both potential
rallying points for demonstrations in the town, the situation was calm.




Odessa before the 2 "4 May tragedy: Why did it happen
and what to do?

Opinion of Zoya Kazanzhi, deputy head of Odessa oblast executive power

HRWF Picture: Zoya Kazanzhi, deputy head of the oblast executive power (Odessa)

HRWF (28.05.2014) - Could the 2 " May tragedy have b  een avoided? Ukrainskaya Pravda

asked Zoya Kazanzhi, deputy head of Odessa oblast executive power, how she felt about

this question in an article in Ukrainian posted on i
of Odessa Authorities, Zoya Kazanzhi: Let's Gen erate New Meani ngso:

iA few days after the tragic “ethermwassa change dpowes.s a o n Ma 'y
Governor Vladimir Nemirovsky was replaced by Igor Palitsa. Palitsa is a companion of
Igor Kolomoisky (1) - a businessman and the head of Dnipropetro vsk region.

Immediately after taking the office he appointed Zoya Kazanzhi, one of the leaders of the

Odessa Euro -Maidan, a journalist, to the post of deputy responsible for domestic policy.

Together with the governor and activists, Kazanzhi created a publ ic commission "Group

of May 2" and initiated a study about the mood in Odessa. The Commi ssionébés aim
collect all information that can help to establish what actually happened during the tragic

events in Odessa. o0

Q: You have been appointed as a vice -governor of Odessa oblast, what does it
mean for you?









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































